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INTRODUC TION, 



The EngliBh language is singularly barren of auto- 
biographies or memoirs by leading actors in the public 
events of their times. Statesmen, diplomatists, and 
warriors on land and water, who have made (nr mould- 
ed the fortimes of England or the United States, have 
nearly all, in this respect, failed in their duty to pos- 
terity and themselves. Their speeches, state papers, 
despatches, reports, letters, and orders remain, indeed, 
fragmentary monumente of their patriotic deeds ; but 
the Bepublican Ludlow, the Soundhead Whitelocke, 
Lord Clarendon, Bishop Burnet, and Sir William 
Temple,* five contemporaries, alone, of the Anglo- 

* Dean Swift^ the literary executor of Temple, cites, in the preface to 
& part of his author^s memoirs, an absurd oliuection that had been made to 
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Saxon race, are ezoeptioiiB, nnleea we add Swift, a sixth 
contemporaiy. This fiiend and counsellor of St. John 
and Harley, brought them into power (and, according 
to Dr. Johnson, dictated pnbHc opinion to England), 
mainly by a pamphlet — The Conduct qf ih^ AUie^ — 
that broke down the Godolphin ministry, supported 
by that eminent man, Lord Somera, and the wonderM 
series of Marlborough's yictories. The masterly narra- 
live — The Last Four Years of Queeii Armey beeins to 
complete Swift's claim to a place in the small category 
of makers and writers of history.'' 

another part, earlier published, viz. : that the " author speaks too much 
of himBdf," and rejklifls : believe those who make £ihia] criticiflm do 
not weHeoiiBlderllieiiatare'ofmeBuiin. Tia to the franch (if I ndatake 
not) we ohIfiAy owe that manner of writing, and W. T. b not only 
the first, but, I believe, the oalj EDglishman (at least of any couscquence) 
who has ever attempted it The best French memoirs are writ by such 
penoan as wero principal actora in those tranaaotiona they pretend to i»- 
latfl^ wheUier of wan ornegoliationa. Thoseof Sir W. T. are of thesame 
nature.'* Hence the neoeedty of naming himself at every turn— otherwise 
his narrative would have been like Shakspeare's Frince of Denmark — 
the part of Hamlet left out 1 

* It is lemaikaUe that ^ Faii% of Bumm Wuhn has, meroLy to 
iUnstrate the nndesinbieness of old age^ hitched in a oouplet the great 
master of the sword and nuuater of the pen mentioned in the text : 

**IVQm Maribonragh's eyes the streams of dotage flow, 
And Swift expires a drivUer and a show.** 
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It was oihcirwiae with very many eminent men 
of antiquity. Mofies and Jofilin% among the sacred 

writers, belonged to the category of great public lead- 
en. X^ophon saTed the ten thousand Greeks who 
were in the expedition of Cyrus, and left us a most 
graceful narrative of iiis services. Cato, the censor, 
drew up the histoiry of the fiiet and second Funic wars, 
in which he served. Sylla, who passed through un- 
paralleled scenes of blood and horror, found time to 
write twenty*two Boohs qf (kmrnentcmesj and those 
of Csdsar, having reached the art oi printing, cannot 
now fail to live forever. Folybius, too, was an actor 
in many of the scenes we have from his historic pen. 
Ooming down to modem times, France and Germany 
abound in autobiographies and memoirs (jpow aervir d 
PMstaire) from the hands of the makers of history — 
SuUy, De Thou, De Betz, St. Simon, YiUars, Freder- 
ick the Great, the two Segurs (father and son), Gohier, 
Napoleon, Snchefc, Bavarj, St. Cyr, CShateanbriand, 
Lamartine, Tall^rrand, etc, etc, etc. 

however, such writers had the great advantage 
of a personal knowledge of their respective subjects, 
they were, on the oth^ hand, beset, from the b^in- 
TiiTig to the end, with some counterbalancing difiicul- 
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ties: 1. The danger of eelf-xiegleot, in the way of just 
praise or of just reproach, and 2. Unworthy partial!* 
tiee and jealonaieii fixr or against their eo-aotorB. 

^^I plaoe my name," says Cardinal do Betas to ^ 
Mend, " at the head of this work [Memoirs of his own 
times], in order to lay myself tmder the strongeet obli- 
gation not to diminiBh and not to magnify the truth in 
anything, Yain-glory and fake delicacy are the two 
roeks which the greater nmnber of those who haye 
written their own lives, have not been . able to avoid. 
President de Thou, in the last generation, steered clear 
between fhem, and, among the andents, Csesar made 
no miacaniaga Yon, without doubt, will do me the 
justice to believe that I would not allege those great 
namee, on an oeeaaion personal to myself, if ainoerity 
were not the sole virtue in which we are pemdtted— 
nay commanded — ^to equal the most illustrious eiuun- 
pies.'' 

In Dr. Middleton's life of Gieero, the embarrass- 
ments of that great orator and writer, on a similar 
occasion, are thus presented : 

^^In this year, also, Gioero wrote that celebrated 
letter ^ to Lucceius, in which he presses him to attempt 

* lipis. Fam. 12. 
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the hifitozy of his transactions. Lucceins was a man 
of emiuent learning and abilities, and had just finished 
die history of the Italic and Marian eiTil wan; with 
intent to cany it down, through his own times, and, in 
the general relation, to include, as he had promised, a 
particular acconnt of Cicero's acts; bat Qtcero, who 
was pleased with his style and manner of writing, 
labors to engage him, in this letter, to postpone the 
design of his continued history, and enter directly <m . 
that separate period, j^m the beginning of his consul- 
ship to his restoration, comprehending Catiline's con- 
vfixwsj and his own exile. He obMrres^ ^ihat this 
short interval was distinguished with such a variety of 
incidents, and unexpected turns of fortune, as furnished 
the happiest materials both to the skill of the writer 
and the entertainment of the reader; that wjien an 
author's attention was confined to a single and select 
snbject, he was more capable of adorning it and dis- 
playing his talents, than in the wide and difiiisive field 
of general history. But if he did not think the facts 
themselves worth the pains of adorning, that he would 
yet allow so much to Mendship, to affection, and even 
to that isk\ox which he had so laudably disclaimed in 
Lis prefaces, as not to confine himself scrupulously to 
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the strict laws of histoij and the ralee of troth. That, 

if he would undertake it, he would Bupply him with 
flome rough memoizB, or commentaries, for tiie founda- 
tion of his work; if not, that he himself should be 
£>rced to do what many had done before him — write 
his (yam life — a task -liable to many exceptions and 
diffieultieB ; w^Mve a man would necessarily be re- 
strained by modesty, on the one hand, or partiality, on 
the other, either &om blaming or praising himself so 
much as he deserved.' " 

Fliny, the younger, another accomplished orator 
and writer — unwilling to take the risk of portruj iag 
himself— also, bat in terms rather less unmanly, in- 
yoked the historic aid of a Mend, 

In a letter * to Tacitus, he says ; " I strongly pre- 
sage (and I am persuaded I shall not be deceived) that 
your histories will be immortaL I ingenuously own, 
therefore, I so much the more earnestly wish to find a 
place in them* If we are generally careful to have our 
persons represented by the best artists, ought we not 
to desire that our actions may be related and cele- 
brated by an anther of your distinguished abilities I 
In view of this, I acquaint you with the following 

* Letter 88, fiook Tii. 
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aiikir, which, though it cannot have escaped your at- 
tention, as it is mfintioiied in the jounials of the pnUic, 
still I acquaint yon with it, tiiat yon may be the more 
sensible how agreeable it will be to me, that this action, 
greatly heightened by the hazard y/Aiask attended it, 
ahonkl zeoeiye an additicnal Inatre from tiie teetinumy 
of so bright a genius." (Pliny here gives some rough 
notes of the public transaction m question, witii a 
speech of his which settled the matter, and thus pro- 
ceeds:) ^'This short speech was extremely well re- 

• 

ceived by those who were present j as it soon after- 
ward got abroad and was mentioned by everybody 
with general applause. The late emperor, I^erva 
(who, though at that time in a private station, jet in- 
terested himself in every meritorious action which con« 
cemed the public]^ wrote an admirable letter to me 
upon the occasion, wherein he not only congratulated 
me, but the age, which had produced an enmiple so 
much in the spirit (as he was pleased to call it) of 
better days. But, whatever the fact be, it is in your 
power to heighten and spread the lustre of it: though 
£Bur am I from dedring yon would, in the least, exceed 
the bounds of reality. History ought to be guided by 
strict tmfh ; and wortiiy actions require nothing more. 
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^^Happ7 1 deem those to be whom the gods haw 
, distiDgaiAhed with the abilitieB either of perfomuug 

sucli actions as are worthy of being related, or of re- 
lating them in a maimer wmrthy of being read ; but 
doubly happy are they who are blessed with both of 
those uncommon endowments." — Pluqt {to TadiAii)^ 
Booh vL, LeUet 16. 

Li general terms, applieable to all cowtmporairff 
history and biography, but, mainly, with special refer- 
ence to men of letters, Dr. Johnson, in his Life of 
Addison, finely touches the same difficultiee : 

^^The necessity of complying with times, and of 
sparing persons, is tlie great impediment of biography. 
History may be formed from permanent monuments 
and records; but lives can only be written from per- 
sonal knowledge, which is growing every day less, and 
in a short time is lost foreyer. What is known can. 
seldom be immediately told; and when it might be 
told, it is no longer known. The delicate features of 
the mind, the nice discriminations of character, and 
'* the minute peculiarities of conduct, are soon obliter- 
ated; and it is surely better that caprice, obstinacy, 
frolic, and folly, howeyer they might delight in the 
description, should be silently forgotten, than that, by 
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wanton merriment and nnseasonable detection, a pang 
riioold be giTBU to a widow, a daughter, a brother, or 
a ftienl Ab the proceeB of these narratxyea is now 
bringing me among mj contemporaries, I begin to feel 
myself ' walking upon aahea under which the fire is not 
yet ertingnished,^ and ooming to the time of which it 
will be proper rather to say ^ nothing that is fals^ than 
all that is true.'*** 

In the JEMnbttrffh JB&vi&w, Jamiary, ld50, on Lam- 
artine's History of the F rench Bevolation of 1848 — 
when a Government was extemporized, with the au- 
thor at its head — ^there* is a passage so mnch to my 
purpose that I cannot resist placing it in this intro- 
duction : 

<<The most Talnable materials for the history of 
great events are undoubtedly afforded by the auto- 
biographies of those who took a distinguished part 
in thenu They peroeived the importanoe of details 
which a bystander would haye neglected. They knew 
what was proposed and what was decided at secret 

* In these reseirefli Johnson eyideotlj had in view mere authors, not 
poblio Ametknmries— penons taking upon thenuelTea high offices, and, 
tlMrefotc^ ameDable to hiatotie mpo&m and oemm fon great panonal 

defects and miscarriages. 
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councils; they caa tell us wliat they themselyes did, 
and, what is ofken yery different, what they intended* 
Such lumratlYea^howeYW, are compari^Telyi^^ And 
those which we possess have generally been written 
bmg after the events—when the recoIleotioBB of the 
narrator had lost their first vividness; while their 
jpMication is often delayed still longer, until the con- 
temporaries of the writer have passed away, — pedbaps 
until he has passed away himself, — so that mnoh of the 
restraint, which the liability to denial and exposure 
would have imposed on his inventions or on his sup- 
pressions, has been removed. The memoirs of M. de 
Talleyrand, for example — which we are only to have 
twenty years hence, will not be received with the con- 
fidence which they would have deserved if they had 
been published in his lifetime, or even immediately 
after his death : And one of the great merits of M. de 
Lamartine's work is its ficeedom from these objections. 
It must have been written within a few months of the 
events which it relates j and is published while almost 
every other actor in that great drama can protest 
against its statements or supply its omissions. On 
the other hand, of course, this proximity has its incon- 
veniences. M. de Lamartine cannot feel as impartial- 
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1 J as if liis work had treated of times long since passed ; 
or speak as boldljaB if it had been intended to be poet- 
humouA. In fbUawiiig the courae of this aarratiye, we 
accordingly often wish for names where we Und mere 
designatioDB, and for detaib where we find only gen- 
eral statements. Much is obyionsly concealed from us 
which it would have been useM to know, but danger- 
GOB to tdL TJndeflerred praise, too, appears to be fre- 
quently awarded; and desenred blame to be still more 
frequently withheld* These objections, however, are 
far more than eounterbalaneed by the freshness and 
Yiyacity of the nanratiYe: a freshness and -vivacity 
which even as great a poet as M« de Lamartine could 
not have given to it, if he had written it ten years 
later.'' 

In all narratives, the art of selecting, rejecting, and 
grouping incidents, is one of difficult attainment, and 
if not attained, length, tediousness, and ccmfiision are 
inevitable. Truth may be lost under a cloud of details 
and multiplicity of words, as well as by material sup- 
pressions and inventions. Indeed, the size of a book, 
on any given subject, will always be in the inverse 
ratio of the talent and the pains bestowed upon it. In 
a brilliant essay on history in general— Ji^MiiwfyA 
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JSevieWy Maj, 1828 *— there ai*e &ome fine passages on 
this sabjeet. I can extract but one : ^If biatorj were 
written tbns [giviiig, without judiciouB selectiou, all 
that was done and said] the Bodleian library would 
not' contain the tr«iiiaction8 of a week. What is told 
in the folleBt and most accurate annals, bears an infi- 
nitely small proportion to what is suppressed* The 
difference between tiie copious work of Olarendon and 
the account of the ciyil wars in the abridgment of 
Goldsmith, yanishes, when compared with the immense 
mass of &ctB respecting which both are equally silent.'' 
I haye drawn up this chart — marked with great 
names and solemn monitions — to present just charao^ 
teristics of autobiography for my own guidance — ^per- 
hapS| condemnation, in case of fiailure — ^in the execu- 
tion of the task (already too long delayed) indicated in 
the title. 

Napoleon, on his abdication, tnmed to the wrecks 
of his old battalions about him, and said: ^'I will 

write the history of our campaigns." Vindictively re- 
called from Mexico, but not till the enemy had hem 
crashed and a peace dictated, Kapoleon's declaration 

• By IfMMihy, but omitled, ivith otiien, la hb editlaii of fab Ean|8, 
London, 1S48. 
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and mamoirs reoiimd to me, alkkd I raolyed, in my 
humble Bphere, to write alao. But drcnmBtaneee (iint 
bad health and next incessant occupations at Washing- 
ton, etc.) have^ till now, suspended my purpose. In 
tiie meantime I have carefdlly abstained from leading 
a line published on the Mexican campaign, lest I might 
be provoked to seize the pen before having soffioient 
strength or leisure for literary composition. 

It will be seen that I aspire not to the dignity of a 
Idstoiian, but simply offer contemporary memoirs &r 
the use of some future Frescott or Maeaulay; and 
making no pretension to the gifts and graces of any 
of the great writers I have cited^ I feel myself, on the 
other hand, to be superior to a fbw of them, in impar- 
tiality, candor, and firmness. 

It is comparatively easy to build up a big book — 
always an efviL It is only necessary to pile line upon 
line, document on document, Pehon on Ossa — and 
bulk is obtained. An author's difficulties, both of 
head and hand, as intimated above, lie in judicious 
culling and arraoging — ^the compremm of materials. 
My labors are now to be commenced, and in trying to 
fill the outline I have sketched, I hope not to lose my- 
self in verbosity, on the one hand, nor fail to give necea* 
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suij development to interestiug events on the other. 
As Maeaiilay has remarked, the Beveiend Dr. Nares, 
professor of modem historj in the university of Oxibrd, 
has attained the full Brohdignagian dimensions in the 
Life of Lord Burleigh, Elizabeth's tveasnier: two thon- 
sand doselj printed quarto pages^ ii&eeu hundred 
inches in cubic measure, and sixty pounds avoirda- 
pois weight 1 Montesquieu's iMrea PerBomea^ iSbB 
smallest of books found in libraries, is, perhaps^ the 
more perfect by reason of its smallness. Abounding 
in wit, humor, and satire^ as well as in profound views 
of moralily and politics, it, and Nares's work, though 
in different paths, are opposite iUustrations of the apo- 
thegm already quoted. 

Undertaking an humbler subject, though one of 
numerous incidents, I shall attempt the juste milieu 
attained by Voltaire in the Life of Charles XII. of 
Sweden ; by Souihey in the Life of Nelson, and by 
Bell in the Life of Canning. lo be considered an 
approach to such models in the single power of cdm- 
preaeion, would satisfy the ambition of my unpractised 
hand. < 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Wbot Poiht, N. y., Mjf 5, im. 
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OHAPTEB I. 

BIBIH — PASENXAaS — SCHOOLS — OOLUSGE. 

AoooBDiNG to the fiimily Bible, I was bom Jime 
13, 1786i on the farm which I inherited, some four- 
teea miles from Petersbuig, Yirginia. My parents, 
William Soott and Ann Mason, both nativea of the 
aame neighborhood, intermarried in 1780. William's 
&ther, a Scotchman, of the dan Buccleuch, was the 
yonnger eon of a small landed proprietor, and talcing 
part with the Pretender, escaped from the field of 
Culloden (1746) to Bristol, whence, by the aid of a 
merchant and Hnfflnan, he was smuggled on board of 
1 



a 
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a biiip bound to Virginia, and buried himself in that 
oolony before 1747, the date of the general amnesty. 

The fbgitire crofiBed the Atlantic with nothing but 
a small purse borrowed from bis Bristol cousin, and a 
good stock of Latin, Greek, and Scotch jnrispnidenee. 
Se had now to study a new code — ^the English com- 
mon law ; but soon attained considerable eminence at 
the bar; married late, and, in a year or two, (^ed. 

In my sixth year, I lost my father — ^a gallant lieu- 
tenant and captain in the Revolutionary army, and 
a suocessM fiurmer. Happily, my dear mother was 
spared to me eleven years longer. And if, in my now 
protracted career, I have achieved anything worthy of' 
being written ; anything that my coxmtrymen are like- 
ly to honor in the next century — it is from the lessons 
of that admirable parent that I derived the inspira- 
tion.* Perhaps filial piety may be excused for adding 

* I ttOl often rooall, iHfh pain, thai I <Hioe disobeyed m j motber— « 

pain mitigated, however, by the remembrance of the profitable lesson that 
ensued. Being, on a Sunday morning, in my seventh year, ordered to get 
ready for ohniob, I, in & freak, ran off and tried to hide myaelt Pnrsned 
and bfoq^t back bj a eemn^ a ewiteh was aenl £br. Seeing that ooi^ 
dign ptmiBbment was imminent, and that the instrnment wae a shoot torn 
from a Lombardy poplar, the culprit luckily quoted this verse from St. 
Hatthew: "fivery tree that bringeth not forth good iruit [ahould] be 
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a few fientences more on the parenta and collateral 

kindred of this ladj — ^the daughter of Daniel Maaon 
and Elizabeth his wife, the only child of John Wltir 
fiMy ]»robably the wealthieat man in the colony. The 
latter anrvived his daughter, and djing intestate, about 
1774, Winfidd Mason, the brother of Mrs. Ann Scott, 
took, by descent, aa the law then stood in faVor of the 
eldest male heir, the whole of the landed estate of the 
grandfatlier— besides sharing equally in the personal 
property with hia two aiaters. I, hia nameaake, stood 
nearly &om my birth, the principal devisee, in an un- 
cancelled will that I read after my uncle's death, of 
nearly the whole of that large estate; but marriage 
and the birth of a child, very properly, abrogate a 
testament of a prior date \ and Winfield Mason, 
though he married ver^ late in life, left aeveral chil- 
dr^ Hia wile was the dau^ter of a near neighbor 
and very remarkable man — Dr. Greenway^ who well 
deserves a aeparate memoir firom an abler pen ; bat of 

hewn down and cast into the fire." The quotation was from the regular 
iMoiiIhadraadtoii^iiiotlierftahorttiiiieb^ Therodmui gpared; 
but the {dons mother adzed the oocadon to make her m oompreheod 
tfiat, begimiiiig with the rin of disobecBenoe, I, myself; might mod beooma 
m tree fit to be hewn down, etc. 



4 Ancedral J^indred, 

k 

wham it ia not known that even the brieieBt sketch 
haa ever been published, although he has now been 
dead some seventy years.* His descendants being 
without ambition or particular distinction, and early 
dispersed, the sources of a biography in this case 
are, probably, forever lost A rescue from entire ob- 
livion is, however, here attempted npon a boyish mem- 
ory that has rarely failed; for I periectly recall the 
white head and florid &oeof the doctor as late as 1798, 
when he must have been fonrsoore and ten, and in 
whose library, in the time of the son, I spent many 
profitable hours. From the fiunily and neighborhood 
traditions, annotations on books, and nnpublished 
writings — ^it, however, may be safely said that James 
Qreenway was bom just within the EngHsh line, on 
the borders of Scotland, and inherited his father's trade 
— ^that of a weaver. Gtenius, however, stimulated by 
ambition, is difiicult to suppress. The weaver boy, in 
a free school, over the border, contrived to make him* 
self acquainted with the Greek grammar, and to be- 
come a better Latin scholar — ^languages which, with 
French and Italian, he cultivated, laboriously, ithrough 

* lie may bo notioed in Barton's EkmaU* of Botany^ and perhaps by 
Suropean covont. 
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the greater part of his long lil'e, as was evident from 
notes on his Homer, Horace, Pliny the naturalist, 
Babelais, Dante, etc, etc. — all originals. He early 
migrated to Yij^gini% where he wrought at his humble 
craft while preparing for a license to practise medicine, 
by which, combined with extensiye milling operatiaDS, 
he amassed an ample fortune. His professional repu- 
tation brought him patients irom a wide circumference, 
but) as he became rich, he gradually withdrew from 
the praetioe of medicine, and gave himself up to the 
culture of polite literature and natural history, par- 
ticulaity botany, and left a horiua eiaruB of some fcaetj 
folio volumes, in which all the more interesting plants, 
etc, of Virginia and Korth Carolina, were described in 
classical English and Latin. His success, in that de- 
partment and others of science, procured for him 
honorary memberships in several European Societies^ 
and an extensive oonrespondence with LimnBUS, which, 
with apresented portrait of the great Swedish natural- 
ist, were long preserved in the family library. C!on£l- 
dent memory, at this distance of time and place, can 
add only a few other particulars to illustrate the doc- 
tor's great versatility of parts and pride in founding a 
fiimily* 
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liYing some twenty-odd mileB &om the nearest 
market town (Peterbburg), no musical teacher could be 
hired by him. Hence, when the fiiet daughter ap- 
proached her teens, the doctor, a£ter possessing himself 
of a guitar and liarpsichord (pianos were yet unknown) 
had first to instract himself in the use of their strings, 
which was the less difficult as he was, earlier, a scien- 
tific liutiiit and violinist; next he had to impart the 
same lesson to that daughter, laying her nnder the in- 
junction not to many until she had done as much ibr 
the next sister. In this way the whole of a numerous 
fionily were made highly musical — ^the Mher being the 
instrocter also of the only son in the use of the fiute 
and violin. 

My school and collie days were marked by no ex- 
traordinary success and no particular Mlure. There 

. was no want of apprehension ; but the charms of idle- 
ness or pleasure often prevailed over the pride of 
acquisition. Still, if I were not always the leader of 
classes, I was never far behind, and, as a summary of 
my whole life, it may be added, that a certain love of 
letters — sometimes amounting to a passion — ^has kept 
my mind in constant health and in the way of progress. 

\One of my earlier schoolmasters — James Hargrave — a 
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Quaker, labored bard to curb mj paBsions and to mould 
my cbaracter to usefulness and virtue. This was in my » 
twelfth and thirteenth years, at boarding eehooL It 
was in defence of this excellent man, of yeiy small 
statm-e, that tlie pupil lirjit discovered, some six years 
later, that he abeady posseased a great power of arm; 
ibr, turning a comer, at a public gathering, he found ^ 
the non-combatant, on a charge of running (as county 
land surveyor) a iUse dividing line, undergoing a se- ; 
vere handling by a half-drunken bully, A single blow | 
brought him to the ground, stunned, and nearly sobered. * 
Being aUowed to rise, he advanced upon his assailant. 
The Quaker, true to his principles, jumped between, >y 
and finding his Mend the more belligerent party, / 

■ 

seized and so encumbered him, tKat fhe bully partially ; 
hit him several times, when, by a sudden movement, j 

the Quaker was thrown o^ and the bully again fioored. 
The noise caused a rush of the crowd to the scene, \ 

« 

where learning the original cowardly attack, it cost , 

the Quaker and his pupil their greatest effort to save ] 
the bully &om fiirther punishment and perhaps death. 

* On '▼ifliting home after the War of 181S-'16, 1 met my ftiend, Ear- 
grave, at the scene of the above affray. The greeting, on one side, was 
quakerist : Friend Winfield, I always told Uiae not to fight; but aa thou 
wooldst 4shty I am glad that thou were^t beaten.** 



8 Sehool Days. 

« 

Another and a more difltingniflhed teacher — James 
OgiMe^ a SeoMimaii, rich in ph jsioal and mtdleotna] 
giftfl — k entitled to notice at the handa of a pnpiL 

Mr. Ogilvie professed to have a Bpecial oall to the 
instruction of youth, and always urged upon his pnpls 
to give two or three years each to the Bame pnnrait on 
the reciprocal obligation of imparting a great benelity 
and for the further reason that no one bo thoroughly 
masters a snbject as he who obligee himself to teach it 
methodioaUy* 

His first high school was on the Happahannock ; 
the last in Bichmond. I was a year wi& him in the 
latter, just before entering college. Here were taught, 
besides the ancient classics, rhetoric, Scotch meta- 
physics, logic, mathematics, and political economy- 
several of them by lectare. Most of the pnpik were 
approaching manhood ; bnt as too much was attempted 
within a limited time, by republican short cuts to 
knowledge, it is feared that all who entered sciolists, 
left the school without the ballast of learning. 

Mr. O., always eccentric, being an opium eater, 
often exhibited, before the doses became too firequent, 
phases of pretematmral brightness. His last few years 
in America, before returning home to claim a peerage. 
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were spent as an itinerant lecturer. Thongh a wel- 
oome gofiBt everywhere, lie took vp coIleetioiiB to 
defray trayelling ezpenaee. He thus declaimed, from 
a carefdlly prepared rostrum^ several brilliant compo- 
aitioDB of his own, formed on the m5del of Oicero, with 
other illiiflory aceomponimentB — ^the dreaa, the gestmes, 
the organ swell, and dying fiJl — of the great Boman 
orator. They were magnificent specimens of art j only 
tiie ait was too oonspicaona. 

The student, now waxing ^ast into manhood, passed, 
in 1805, to William and Mary College, where, instead 
of relying on the saperAcialitiea of his high schoolfl, he 
should have entered years before, and have worked his 
way regularly through. This blunder has been felt all 
his life. The hran^cheB of knowledge seleoted for his 
new studies were chemistry, natural and eoqperimental 
philosophy, and the common law. These he pursued 
witli some eagerness and success ; as also civil and in- 
ternational law — the bar being looked to as a profes- 
sion, and, at the same time, the usual road to political 
advancement. 

This was the spring tide of infidelity in many parta 

of Europe and America. At school and college, moat 

bright boys, of that day, affected to regard religion as 

1* 
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base superstition, or gross hypocrisy — such was the 
faghioiL BiBhop MadiBon, P^dent of William and 
Alaiy College, contributed not a little, within hid Bphere, 
by injudicious management, to the prevalent evil. It 
was his pionB oare to deiioimoe to the new oomera cer- 
tain writingB of Hmne, Yoltaire, Godwin, HelvetiuB, 
etc, etc., then generally in the hands of seniors. These 
writingB the good bishop repiesented as BireiiB, made 
perfectly aeductive by the ehanns of rhetoric Curi- 
osity was thus excited. Each green youth became im- 
patient to try his strength with so much fascination j 
to taBte the forbidden findt, and, if neceeBary, to buy 
knowledge at whatever cost. 
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ULW BTUDIKS — THE BAB— TBUL OF BUKR. 

Bsma my own master, Bince the death of my mother, 
I next transferred myself, in my nineteenth year, from 
college to the law office^ in Peterobnig, of David Bob- 
inson. Esquire, a very learned scholar and barrister, 
originally imported from Scotland, as a tutor, by my 
grandfather* The yonng man, bom a generation too 
late to come under the ferule of the family pedagogue, 
was now affectionately claimed as a law pupil ^ by this 

• Mr. Robinson, in my time, had but two other students in his office — 
Thomas Baffin and John F. Maj. The fint of these and the aatobiogEaiilur 
did not cfaanee to meet from 1806 to 1868, a period nt forly-Benren fmn, 
irhm Mr. B., Ofaief Joetioe of Korth OaioUo% oame to Neir ToiiE as a lay 

member of the General Protestant Episcopal Convention. The greeting 
between them was boyishly enthusiastic. The chief jofitice, at the table 
of the soldier, aaid: "Friend Soott, it S> not > little remarkable, thnt of Ifao 
tineekw etndaitByintiieeameoffloeyin 1808 and 1806— eU yet In ^ood 
preserration— our friend May has long been nt the head of the bar in 
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Burr's Trial. 



yeteran of the b«r, who, Hying, down to 1888, in the 

practice of all the charities of life toward high and 
low, witliin his sphere, is likely to liave continued to 
him a great profeifiional longevity by hia able reparts 
of the debatea in the Virginia Conyention on the adop- 
tion of the Federal Constitution, and the trial for high 
treason of ez-Yioe-President Aaron Bnrr. 

I had just ridden my first drcuit, as an incipient 
man of law, when, like a vast multitude of others, in- 
eluding the flower of the land, I hastened np to Bich- 
mond to witness a scene of the highest interest. Aaron 
Burr, of the city of New York, a distinguished officer 
of the Beyolntion at the bar and in politics, first the 
riyal, and then, in a dnd, the murderer of Alexander 
Hamilton ; — an ex-Yice-Fresident of the United States, 
and, before, an equal competitor with Thomas Jeffer- 
son in many anxious ballotings in the House of Sepre-* 

Sontlieni Yiigiiiia; I long at the bMd of Hm bonch in North GmoHim; 
•nd yon, fhe youngest, long at the bead of the tTidted Btetes Aniiyt*» 

The last that I saw of this most excellent man, always highly conservative, 
lie waa a member of the Peace Ck>nTeiitioa that met in Washington in 
•Hie ipriqg of 1861. Had liis Mntimenii» tike nme at Crittenden^ pie* 
Tailed, we dioald noir (Jn^, 186S) hare in the tfatrty-^fonr Stalee ftrar \rf ^ 
several millions of widows, orphans, cripples, bankrupts, and deep moom- 
ers to sadden the land. Judge May, fortan^tely for him, died before the 
conmuneement of this horrid war. 
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fleatatives for the FreBidency — was now to be tried for 
hi^ treason, and, if found guilty, to receive a traitor's 
doom. This was the great central figure below the 
bench. There he stood, in the hands of power, on the 
brink of danger, as compoBed, as immovable, a^ one of 
Oanora's liying marbles. Party spirit, out of court, 
had taken possession of the case, the ^tions having 
changed sides. It was President Jefferson who directed 
and animated the prosecution, and hence every Eepub* 
lican clamored for execution. Of course, the Federalists, 
f<»getting Hamilton — the murdered Hamilton, emi- 
nently qualified to be considered great among die 
greatest of any age or country— compacted themaelveB 
on the other side. The counsel for the defence were 
equal to the great occasion. Luther Martin, a signer 
of the Declaration of Independence, was, in himself, 
another Yiner's abridgment of the law in twenty folio 
volumes. The keen, the accomplished John Wick- 
ham was always ready with learning, eloquMice, wit, 
logic, or sarcasm, as the case required. Few men ever 
entered an arena so well armed. Benjamin Botts, just 
emerging from the provincial bar, also made his mark 
at this triaL With little gesture, and scarce a figure 
of speech — conforming to Swil't's notion of a good 
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Btyle — "proper words in proper places" — ^Mr. B. 
Boareely stood seoond to anybody in geneoral power. 
Shrinkiiig from no difficnitj, his ierare aaalysiB shat- 
tered and dissolved the most kuarled subjects, and 
then, with a diiving logic, he sent home ihe main point 
in debate to the oonyiotion of all hearenL With a fine, 
manly head, and soft manners in priyate, there was, 
when lie rose to speak, an imposing solemnity on Ms 
brow, and a fearfol earnestness of look — snch as more 
recenUy distinguished the Scotch Presbyterian minis- 
ter, Edward Irving, in his London ChapeL* And yet 
there was another brilliant star in this forensic galaxy. 
William Wirt, who in his previous limited cirde had 
not been without brie& and- admirers, now stood for 
the first time on a stage worthy of his genius and am- 
bitioQ. Appointed coadjutor to Mr. Hay, the United 
States' District Attorney, the burden of the prosecutiou 
and the defence of the prosecutor (including the Presi- 
dent) became his burdens. The necessities of the case 
were inceflflant and great In the preliminaries of the 
ti'ial — in tlie light tskiruiibliing of many weeks which 

preceded the main shock of battle, he held his owa 

* lir. Botti^ Uw moel Intrepid o£ meiiy perished at Ibe tnunins of the 
Biobmond llieiftrei eiiietiiig the feeble to escape, Ohiialaiis week, ISlt. 
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welL ^or did he fail in any part of the trial, though 
as yet fear fixxm ihat depth in the law and mastoiy ia 
argameiLt which so graatly diBtingniahed hia latar ca- 
reer. At every tnm and. effort, however, he caused 
himself to be &lt and respected ; but at certain times, 
when it was required to call back fogitive attention, in 
order tQ another march in the argument, Mr. Wirt 
could soar, for the moment, liigh above his subject, 
and by bursts of rhetoric and fancy captivate all hear- 
ers. These quickening passages ^in his oratory will 
ever command tlie admiration of tiie young • nor can 
age always find the heart to contemn thenu 

There were other counsel, on both sides, but of past, 
or local standing, adding nothing to the aggregate in- 
terest of the scene. Not so of many eminent men, speo- 
tators from a distance — as Cknnmodore Truxtun, Gen- 
eral Eaton, of Deme memory ; Goneral Jackson (wit- 
ness); Washington Irving,* eta, etc; besides distin- 
goiahed Yirginians-T-John Baudolph, foreman, and 
Littleton Waller Tazewell, member, of the grand jury ; 
WiUiam B. Giles, John Taylor, of Oaroline, etc, etc 

* It was there that I first made the aoquaintance of this charming man 
and difltrnguiflhed anthop— an agreeable toqnamtanoe oootinued through 
TbofjojoA, JttaoM, tad Amerloa, down to hia death. 
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Bat the interest of the trial, eminent as was the 
ttanding of the defendant; eniinent as was ihe foronaie 
talent engaged ; brilliant as were the saironndingB^ and 
great as were the passions excited — the hatreds, hopes, 
and fears of party — the interest would h»v6 1>een leas 
than hal^ but that the majesty of the law was, on the 
great occasion, nobly represented and sustained by 
John MarshaU, Chief Justice of the United States. 
His was the master spirit of the scene. 

To Congress, at the next meeting, the President sub- 
mitted the case, that it might be seen, as he said, wheth- 
er the acquittal of Colonel Bnrr of high treason was 
the result of a defect in the testimony, in the law, or 
in the admmutration of ike lawP The latter was un- 
derstood to be his opinion. The calm judgment of the 
bar, however, has now long been, that though the crime 
had been committed, the prosecution broke down in its 
legal prooft. This is to be regretted — not that the 
{hirst for blood was not slaked on the oecasion; but 
K because, there never having been an execution in the 
, United States for the liigliest of crimes, our people 
were, in 1832 and 1861, still untaught a most needful 
lesson — ^that pUbj/mg (U treason is a dangerous game I 
Ilence, to threaten treason has become an ordinary 
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party device in nominatiiig presidents, and in factious 
debates even on the floars of Congress ; henoe, nnllifiba- 
tion ia 18d2-'8d, and hence the present (1868) mighty 

rebellion,* 

* It iB a striking fact that three of our ex-Vice-Presidents — Aaron 
Burr, J. C. Oalhoim, and J. C. Breokinridge — beounei each in hia daj, a 
|fif^4flr in treaaoou 
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CHAPTER III. 

OHANGK OF PKOFESSION — ^ADYENTUBE AB A VOLDOTBKB 
— BBTUBN TO THE BAB — ENTERS THE ARBIT. 

■ 

It was as a newly fledged lawyer, lookmg cm the 

trial juBt described as a fine professional study, that a 
different career suddenly dawned upon me. In a sin- 
gle night I became a soldier. 

Burr's trial commenced May 22, 1S07. A month 
later tlie outrage was committed bj the British frigate 
Leopard, on the United States frigate Chesapeake, in 
our waters near the capes of Virginia^ The whole 
country was fired with indignation. July 2, President 
Jefferson issued a proclamation, interdicting the use of 
our harbors and rivers to all British war vessels. Yol- 
unteers were called for to enforce the interdict — ^that is, 
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to prevent landings to obtain freeh water, proyisionBi 
etc. The proclamation reached Eichmond late in an 
evening. I had not before belonged to tsmj military 
oEganization; but early the nest morning, at the parade 
of the Petersburg troop of cavaky (which had tendered 
its eervioeB in advance), I was in their ranks, moonted 
and folly equipped for the field, having traveled 
twenty-five miles in the night, obtained the nniform 
of a tall, absent trooper, and bonght the extra fine 
ehan^er nnder me. From that, my first parade, the 
troop marched off for the scene of its duties. 

The route marches and encampments of volmiteerB 
have, nnfortnnately, become too famiUar to hundreds 
of thousands of our people of the present day, to be 
wortiii describing in this place. One incident, however, 
oconrred to me in the62q[>edition, which came very near 
being of great national importance. 

I belonged to a detached camp, in a charming grove, 
some two miles firom linn Haven Bay, opposite to the . 
anchorage of the British squadron. There lay Sir 
Thomas Ilardj, a favorite of ^^Telson, with several line- 
of>battle ships in sullen grandeur. Toward the camp, 
the coast was studded with downs (dtmea^ sand hiUs), 
behind which our small pickets were posted. One of 
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these was commanded by me as l/moe corporal (that ia^ 
corporal for the nonce), when, learning one night that 
an eoqiedition ftom the squadion had gone np a neigh- 
boring creek, I hastened with my guard to intercept 
its return. At the proper point a charge was made, 
and the whole crew, two midshipmen and six oaxsmen, 
made prisoners. This was the more easily done, it is 
true, as thej were all unarmed, and by the ebb of the 
tide the boot oonld soaroely be pushed through the 
mud. The picket being reUeved, and returning to the 
pleasant camp next morning, the ex-corporal, jealous 
as Hbtapur of hia prifloners, had the ezdusive diarge 
of them conceded to him. Ihe midshipmen sat on his 
riglit and left at a sylvan table, around which the whole 
troop— ooiudatmg of young lawyers, doctors, and mer- 
chants, like so many officers — took their meab and 
hobnobbed together. Of course, at dinner, extra 
wine and porter were allowed the corporal for his 
charge, who, astonished, inquired if all American sol- 
diers lived like gentlemen \ 

This incident, which gave life to the eamp, was re- 
garded as quite an untoward event in Washington. 
The Federalists were numerous and bitter in opposition, 
and as a repuUio is never prepared for war, perhaps a 
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litUe temporizing was neceBsary* Hence, notwitbstaiid- , 
ing the long series of British wrongs, capped by the re- 
cent outrage, ISi. Jeffmm hesitated to taike open and . 
direct measorea of retaliation. After deliberation and [' 
delay, orders came to restore the prisoners to Sir Thomas 
Hardy, with ibe imbecile admonition, nanal in anch 
caaea: Taie eare noi to do $o again. 

In February, 1816, 1 met, in London, at Lord Hol- 
land's hospitable board, one of those midshipmen, then 
Oaptain Fox. By his request he was brought up and 
presented. He b^an by apologizing for supposing that 
the major-general before him could be the Corporal 
Scott whose prisoner he had once been; but added, 
the name, height, etc., etc., seem to exclude doubt." 
On being assured on the subject, a most cordial greet- 
ing and intimacy ensued between the parties. 

The special outrage on the Chesapeake &igate was 
now in a train of settlement. The prospect of war 
aeemed at an end, as the smaller wrongs would, it was 
supposed, follow the course of the greater. The young 
soldier had heard the bugle and the drum. It was the 
music that awoke ambition. But the new occux>ation 
was gone. He had to fall back on his original profes- 
sion. 



S3 SouA OaroUna L^gidaiure* 

I left Virginia in October, 1807, intending to estab- 
lish my^eV in the practice of the law at OharleBton, 
South Carolina. I took Columbia in the way, to peti- 
tion the L^idlature to dispense me &om the twelve 
months' previons refiidenoe required of non-native ap- 
plicants for admission to the bar. The law makers in 
South Carolina, of 1807, composed the most dignified 
as well as the meet intelligent body of the kind then in 
the Union. Among these were William Lowndes, the 
most accomplished statesman, generally, of his day— 
not merely in wisdom, but also in temper and powers 
of conciliation. Langdon CheveB waa already an able 
debater, much con£ded in by the House and his people 
at home. William Drayton, nuld, penfitve, persuasive^ 
was high in the law, and philosophy of legislation* 
Caton Simmons, ^uite young, with a wide scope of in- 
tellect had ready eloquence and an indomitable spirit. 
There was also another Lowndes and two Deases — ^all 
men of mark ; and every member named, with scores 
of others, conspicuouB for good mauiers, good morals, 
and, at least, a leaven of genuine chivalry. John G. 
Calhoun was yet at home, in the early practice of 
tilie law. 

I spent many weeks agreeably and profitably at 
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CbhimbiA, indudiiig the period of that Bemon; but my 
petitioii failed from the want of time. 

I next made airangements for in-door practice in 
Gharleston, till time should qualify me to appear in 
court) and went down to that city in company with^ 
and nnder the patr(»iage of a ftiend, a man of very re- 
markable gifts and TirtncBi Judge Wilda^ a native of 
the State, yet imder forty, and high on the bench. So 
fine a head and Btatnre have rarely been seen. To 
geniua and learning was added, in his cafie, a temper 
fiweet as that of a child. lie it was who, in sentencing 
a master lliat had wilfidly killed a dave, to a fine of a 
hundred pounds, currency — the penalty limited by an 
old statute, — wept tears of bitterness that he could not 
fmbstitate the gallowB) and threw out such a flood of 
indignant eloquence* against the. barbarity of the law, 
that it was by the next L^islature unanimously repeal- 
ed. But, alas I whom the gods love, die young." 

I arrived at CSharleston Christmas eve, 1807.* I 

* A very few days earlier there came into port two slave ships filled 
with native AMcaoB, the laat that ever were entered at an Am^^ oi^g. 
torn house, as the trade ceased with the year 1807. The caz^goes, promptly 
landed, appeared to have been well cared for on the ocean, where hot few 
had died. All were fitly clothed, lodged, and fed. A few, wasted by sick* 
seas, were placed in an infiimary, but fearing that it was intended to pre- 
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fhere learned that the proapeet of hoetOitieB with Eng- 
land had, at Waahington, liared up again* Only the 
aflUr of the Leopard and Oheaapeake, as it tamed out, 
had been atoned— leaving, the prior Britiah wiongSy and 
many new cases of the same daaB, to rankle in the 
hearts of Americans. Hence it was believed, almost 
nnivenMlly, at Charleston, that the embargo on all 
American shipping, just laid, was but the immediate 
precursor of a war manifesto on the part of CSongress. 
I, strong in that opinion, promptly abandoned my new 
law arrangements and embarked ibr Washington, via 
New York, to seek a commission in some new marching 
regiment. A bill, indeed, anthoriaing the trebling of 

IMM than to be flttan,^sterfed tbeniMtm todeOh. AU believed 
that ihxj would rise from the giwve in their' netiTe lend. Sererel Oaben 

planters, Tidied on Hieir eeleted, gave flhutnitioiis of a Hke snperstition. 
Cue of them, who cultiTated sugar on the coast, had a mountain infinnary 
ioiHiIdh he aen^ out of a poiofaaae of aome forty newanirals from Afiiioe, 
•even adulti, men and women, who were in fioebie health. Not doubting 
they were intended tot their master's table, eO htmg Ihemedvea the first 
night. Africans are ai? fond of jewelry as the rwuve^iu rieke among our- 
selYes. Thus, a young woman, selected from a cargo, was kindly treated 
and instmeted as their personal servant, by the mother and daoghter of 
another ftmfly. Very soon the fagrate^pagan stole the ladies' jewels, oov- 
ered herself with them, and applied the lktal oord, in the firm belief that she 
would soon revive in her own African paradise, with ail the stolen oini^ 
ments nponher! 
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our regular forces, had followed closely the embargo 
act ; but agauL, afker a few weeks of excitemeiity the ad- 

Yocates of peace at a^j price seemed to gain the ascen* 

received with favor by the Fresideiit^ and Secretary 
of War, on presentation by his neighbor and friend, 
the Hon. William B. Giles, and a captaincy promised, 
if the angmeatation biU ahould become a law. 

* On waiting on Mr. Jefferson, we found with him Dr. Mitchell, of New 
Yoil^ and Dr. Walter Jones, of Viigima (two memben of Goiigr«BB)| 
makhig thne ineeaaant talkeEs. Mr. Gilaa waa alao diatinguiahed for hia 
coUcqoial powers. In a mtmmg of ihirty minutaa, but two monologuea 

were delivered — the other two personages being in a state of forced silouce, 
but making efforts to get the word. Swift, who, according to Dr. Johnsou, 
though captivated by the attention of steady BstenerSi alwaya made regu- 
lar panaea in eosreraation, for the benefit of inteiloeiitora, haa had bnt few 
imitators in this politeness. Mr. Jefferson, one of those silenced, at length 
turned to the autobiographer : " Well young man, what have you seen in 
Washington? Have you visited the Capitol? Whom have yon heard 
speakt *' waS| dr, hi the House yesterday, and heard a part of Baicnt 
<3ardenier's rix hoars' speech on the embargo." This waa enongli. Mr. 
G., a member from the city of New York, was bitter in opposition, and 
Hr. J. knew he had handled him with severity in that speech. Suddenly in- 
ferrnpting Mitchell, the colleague of Qaidenier, the president said : "Doc- 
tor, I liave jest thoogfat of an object to which to compare the Honse of 
Bepresentativee. Sir, it is like the^chimneys to our dwellings ; it carries 
off the smoke of party, which might otherwise stifle the nation." Mr, 
Jefferson was now in hia second term of office, and not a candidate for a 
iniriL 

2 
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Early in March, 1808, the war party being on the 
deBoending seale, and the spring term of the courts of 
Yiiginia about to commence^ the^posijpimed soldier re- 
turned to Petersburg, and began again the same circuit 
he had made the year before. 

The great leader of the Petmbui^ drcnit waB, at 
that day, George Keith Taylor, an ex-judge of a new 
drcnit bench created in February, 1801, and abolidied 
by the Sepublicans in 1802, the members of which 
were called midnight jvdgea^ having been nominated 
and confirmed within the last hour of Mr. Adams's ad- 
ministration. Judge Taylor, the simplest, the most 
amiable and benevolent of men, had a giant's strength, 
both in tlie liallB of justice and legislation, but was 
always most of a giant on Ihe side of freedom, mercy, 
charity. He it was, the first in Christendom, who em- 
bodied the principles of Beccaria in the criminal code 
of a state,* and founded a penitentiary, the comple- 

* Sir Saniiel Bomilly, m Hinginii^ poblkhed a pimpUet in fiifw of a 
Bke ameliontioii in IW, tad fdtowed up the sabjeet, in Fulitment, 

from the time he took his seat (in 1806) to his death in 1818. Sir Robert 
Fed, as Home Secretary, beginning in 1822, caosed several bills to be' 
passed which finally effected the object^HMnne twenlgr-c^i ysan after liia 
amslioTation in Yiiglnia. It iiworihy of nmaiklfaatihe principle of Ihis 
fsfonn is wgedwidigieatibieeintlieJeam&faryKo. 114, of April, 1761, 
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mmt of that enlightened meagnxe; aad he it was, him- 
self a aUyeholder, who, in the great snita of the time, 

brought by slaves for the recovery of freedom, without 
fee in hand or in expectancy, always atepped finrwaid 
their honored champion and victor. 

It ifi due to Yirginia, which had shivery forced upon 
her against her protests, give a slight sketch of one 
of those trials* By law: 1. The plaintiffs were per- 
mitted to sue m/orma pwuj^is, which exempted them 
from all taxes and fees to the State and the offieera ot 
the court 2. They had to prove that theur ancestress, 
Hannah, was a free woman, in this case an Indian. 
This was done by several very aged witnesses, who re- 
membered her, and swore that she was always called 
an Indian, and had the peculiar marks of the race; 
and 3. That they, the plain tifis, were the descendants, 
through females, of that woman. Tradition was al- 
lowed to supply this link in the proof of each case. It 
being established that the ancestress was a free woman, 

« 

andBeoonis'stKMkwasiiotpiddidMdlffl Beoouk ma Umidf a 

periodical essayist, having estabDshed tlie Cafe, on the plaii of the JS^>ecUh 
tar, at Milan, 1764. Was he a reader of the Rambler t The Rambler waa 
traoalated into Italian, viukr the title of U Vogabonda; but in what jear 
ie not aeoerl^iiad* 
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that iB| an Indian, and all presumptions in oonrts are 
on l}ie Bide of freedom, the court n^ devolyed on the 

defendants (masters) the burden of showing that, though 
an Indian, Ilannah had been captured in war and sold 
into elayery, during a certain two yean when it^was 
lawful so to deal with prisoners. (Such was the Span- 
ish law for more than two hundred years.) Here the 
defendants broke down. Let it be added that, besides 
the counsel for the negroes, the judge, the clerk of the 
court, the sherifl^ and eveiy juryman at the trial, were 
all slayeholders. 

I had a slight connection with this interesting Case. 
My brother held a number of the plaintifib, his coach- 
man, JBVank, being the leader of the whole. On the 
approach of the trial, I, the guest of my brother at the 
time, filled up the subpoenas for Frank, who, to serve 
them and to attend the court, called on his master for a 
horse, with money to pay expenses, which were fnz^ 
nished. On his success, i^'rank proposed to remain with 
his late master, on moderate wages, in consideration 
of the maintenance of some of the fiutnily who could 
.not work, and did remain till death separated them. 

I find a most pleasurable emotion in recalling a 
a Tiflit to Judge T^'s bedroom on the circuit, to beg 
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advice on a critical point in a law paper I Lad in my 
hand ; to remember how readily the &tigiied judge, 
obese and lethargic, stopped Ms xught toilet^ and, in 
the kindest manner — which a life is not long enough 
to foiget— gave all the informalioii needed. And this 
great and good man also died yonng— nnder forty-five. 

At length the conmiission of captain of light, or 
flying artilleiy came to me, dated Uay 3, 1808. I re- 
emited my company in PeterBbnig and Siehmond in 
the course of a few months, and next was ordered^ 
with it, to Norfolk, to be embarked for New Orleans. 
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FOUB Y1LAJ18' VACILLATION BETWEEN PliACE AND WAS. 

THE BAR AND THE SWOBD* 

FsB&uAST 4^ 1809, 1 embarked with my company 
for New OrleaoB, in a dump of a Bliip, lialf rotten, and 
with a master so ignorant that he did not know of the 
paasage among the Bahama lalandB called the Mole in 
the Wall. Hence, we had to sail around the Island of 
Cuba (nearly donbling the passage), and arriyed at the 
month of the Mississippi (the Balize) in thirty-five 
days, where the ship lost her rudder on the bar. This 
accident cansing a further delay, we did not reach 
«New Orleans till April 1. 

The excitement that caused the augmentation of 
the army the year beforei like that ^ddch led to the 
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embargo, soon sobaided, to rise and All again and again 
in the next fonr yean. So great was the calm in the 
summer of 1809 that I once more turned mj mind to- 
mrd ciTil pnifoitB, and sailed for Yirginia. Before 
my resignation had been definitely accepted by the 
War Department, I heard that grave charges would be 
brought against me if I dared to return to the army of 
the Lower Missisappi This was deeisive. At once I 
resolved to face my accufiers. Accordingly, I rejoined 
the main army, then at Washington, near Katchez, in 
Hovember. 

Ihe army of that day, induding its general stafl^ 
the three old and the nine new r^ments, presented no 
pleasing aspect The old officers had, very generally, 
sunk into either sloth, ignorance, or habits of intem- 
perate drinking. Among the honorable exceptions 
were: 1. Macomb, who won the battle of Plattsburg, 
and died, in 1841, a major-general and general-in-chief 
of the army. 2. Swift, who aided in the general or- 
ganizing of the new army in 1812, took an active part 
in the field the next year, and gained the rank of brig- 
adier-generaL 3* McBee, of North Carolina, who won 
the rank of colonel in the field, and died in 1832 — an 
officer of rare merit. 4^ Wood, of New York, often 
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difltingniflhed in the field, and brevetted; was killed in 
tlie Bortie Irom Fort Erie, September, 1814| after at- 
taining the rank of lieutenant-colonel, with another 
brevet then due him, 5. Totten, distingoiahed at 
Qneenstown, October, 1812, and who won the rank 
of brigadier-general at tlie siege of Vera Cruz. He is 
now (1863) twenly-odd years the able diief of his corps. 
6* Thajer, now long a colonel, brevetted ibr distin- 
gxdshed conduct and meritorious services in the War 
of 1812-'15, who, as superintendent fiom 1817 to 1888 
of the Military Academy, gave development and great 
excellence to that institution — stamping upon it his 
•own high character. The foregoing were all engi- 
neers. 7. Moses Porter, first difltingniflhed as a ser- 
geant of artillery at Mudfort (afterward Fort Mifflin), 
and in 1779 and the following campaigns as lieutenant 
and captain. He died in 1822 a brigadier-general, a 
rank won by gallant services in the War of 1812-'15, 
and though deficient in science, yet by his gallantry in 
front of the enemy, his great practical abilities in the 
laboratory and workshops, combined with fine soldier- 
ly habits and bearing, he made himself invaluable. 8. 
Colonel Bnrbeck, to some extent a compeer of Porter 
in both wars, also a brigadier-general in 1812, and 
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wbo had mnoh merit of ihe same general eharaeter. 
9. Captain (subseqnently Brigadier) HoT^ 10. Colonel 
Eomford^ an engineer, but distinguished as an artiller- 
ist in the operations of the arsenals and machine shops. 
11. Colonel James Gibso% lolled in the sortie from 
Fort Erie. 12. lieutenant-Colonel Heileman, died 
at Fort Drane in 1836. 13. Major George Armistead, 
distinguished in the defence of Fort McHenxy (Balti- 
more) in 1814. 14) 15, 16, and 17. Majors John San- 
ders, George Peter, and M. P. Lomax, with Captain 
Samuel Spotts, artillerists, all with merit, more or less. 
Coming to the old infrntiy (1st and 2d raiments), but 
few officers are remembered worthy of particular no- 
tiee. 18. Pike, then major, was made it brigadiei^ 
general in 1813, and soon after fell .at the eapture of 
York, Upper Canada, under Major-General Dearborn. 
19. Gkunes, then a captain, who won, as brigadier, the 
rank of major-general by the defence of Fort Erie in 
August, 1814. 20 and 21. William. R. Boote, and 
Kinian Pinkney, who became colonels in the staff in 
1813; and 22. William Lawrence, made lieutenant- 
colonel in 1814, for the defence of Fort Bowyer, on 
the Mobile. The general staff of the army of that day 

was small. 23. Colonel A. G. Nieoll was the respeo- 
a* 
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table adjutant and inspector of the army; but, 24. 
William Lumard, long ^^militaxy agent," iriihont army 
rank, and only made quartennafiter-general, with, the 
rank of colonel, in 1813, was a public serv ant of the 
meat merit in his way. For thirty-three years he 
made, at Philadelphia, all diabursements on account 
of the army (saving the monthly payments to troops), 
amomiting to fifty-odd millions, wiihont the Iobb of 
a cent, and at 4he smalleat cost in storage, derk hire, 
and other incidental expenses ever known. He per- 
sonally performed double, if not treble, the amount of 
ordinary labor. His integrity, at his deadi in 1885, 
had long been proverbial. 25. Simeon Ejiight, pay- 
master, and who became colonel in 1818, was a good 
disbursing ofSoer. 26 and 27. Surgeon Dennis Olaude, 
M. D., and Surgeon Oliver H. Spencer, M. D., were 
eminent in their profession, and highly esteemed gen- 
erally. 

I will not here imdertake to dissect, in like manner, 
the officers who entered the army with me in 1808 (and 
of whom my name alone remains, in 1868, on the Army 
Blister). The labor would be great, and the interest 
to most readers small. It may, however, be safely said 
that many of the appointments were positively bad. 
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and a majoritj of tiie remainder indifferent. Party 
Bpirit of that day knew no bounds, and, of oonrse, waa 
blind to policy. Federalists were abnost entirely ex-^; 
eluded firom selection, though great numbers were eager . 
for the field, and in the New England and some other | 
States, there were but very few educated Sepublicans. 
Henee the sdections from those eommunities conflisted j 

I 
I 

mostly of coarse and ignorant men. Li the other • 

States, where there was no lack of educated men in 

1 

the dominant party, the appointments consisted, gener- ; 

■ 

ally, of swaggerers, dependants,.decayed gentlemen, and ' 

others — ^^iit for nothing else," which always turned 
out vMerly unfit for any mUitary jjui£066 wJiatever. 
These were the men, who, on the return of peace, be- : 
came the unscarred braggarts of the war," a heavy 
burden to the Govemment, and, as beggars, to the 
country. Such were the results of Mr. Jefferson's low 
estimate or rather contempt for, the military char- 
acter, the consequence of the old hostility between 
him and the principal officers who achieyed our inde- 
pendence. In 1808 the West f oint Academy had 
graduated but few cadets — nearly all of whom are 
specially mentioned above as meritorious; for a booby 
sent thither, say at the age of 1% 17, or even Id — and 
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there aie many stieh in every new batch — i% in hiB 
term of four years, duly manipulated, and, in most 

cases, polished, pointed, and sent to a regiment with a 
head upon his shoulders ; whereas, if a booby be at 
once made a commisBioned officer, the odds are great 
that he will live and die a booby. How infinitely un- 
wise then, in a republic, to trust its safety and honor in 
batfles, in a critical war like that impending over ns 
in 1808, to imbeciles and ignoramuses I ^ 

It has been stated that I rejoined the army in 
November, 1809. The officers were divided into two 
iactions. Nearly all old in commission, and a majority 
of the appointments of 1808, were partisans of Briga- 
dier-G^eral Wilkinson, late commander on the Lower 
Mississippi. The remainder were the supporters of his 
successor, Brigadier-General Hampton. Wilkinson was 

* The offieers Appointed to the large augmentalioiiB of the wmy in 181S 

and 181o, by President Madison, were, from nearly the same reasons, of 
the same general character. President Lincohi, and Mr. Cameron, Secre- 
tary of War, aocepting the aaaistance of experienced officers near them, 
made, at the beginmng of the lehdlkni, many excellent eeleotions of officers 
for the new regents then anthoriced. President Jackson, m respect to 
the 2d Dragoons, raised in his time, and President Polk, in respect to the 
Bifle S^giment raised m 1846, followed the examples of 1808, 1812, and 
1818. To the new remanents ofgstiized m Hie tone of PMdent Fierce^ 
many indUlhrent ofBoers were given. 



Digitized by 



PaHies m the Army. 87 

tlie fikYorite of the new officers (all Bepnblicanfi) be- 

cause, as brother conspirator, he had turned Stat^^ evi- 
dence or " approver," against Burr, and Burr's treason 
had been proeeeated with zeal at the inBtance of Mr. 
Jefferson. Some of these partisans had heard me, in 
an excited conversation, the preceding summer, just be- 
fore I sailed for the North, say that I knew, soon after 
the trial, &om mj Mends^ Mr. Bandolph and Mr. 
• Tazewell, as. well as others, members of the grand jury, 
who foimd the bill of indictment- against Burr, that 
nothing but the influence of Mr. JeSmon had saved 
Wilkinson from being included in^ the same indict- 
ment, and that I believed Wilkinson to have been 
equally a traitor with Burr. This was in New Orleans, 
the headquarters of Wilkinson, commanding the de- 
partment. The expression of that belief was not only 
imprudent, but, no doubt, (U that tme^ blamable; 
inasmuch as the 6th article of war enacts that any 
officer, etc., who shall bdiave with contempt or dis> 
respect toward his eommanSmg officer, shall be pun- 
ished," etc. But this was not the declaration that was 
now to be tried, but a similar one, made after my re- 
turn to the army, when Wilkinson, though still in the 
neighborhood and the superior," was no longer the 
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eomnuMhding of&xxBt^ (being off dalyX HamptoiL 
Kotwithfttandipg the reasonable distinction between 
commanding aad wperior officer, plainly lecognized 
in the arfcideB of war (see the 9th)y and stronglj urged 
in the defence (made without counsel), the court found 
me guilty of this specification, and pronounced my 

conduct unofBuser-like;" but not imgenitlemanlyy as 
was eaqpressly and maliciously charged by the prose- 
cutor. Tliia ufficer, a violent partisan, who lived aud 
died a reprobate — as a blind, to cover his instigator, 
trumped up another matter as the leading accusation, 
Tiz. : withholding money intended for the payment of 
the company ; and this too was diarged under the head 
of ^'oandmct vaibeoammg an oflicer and gentleman,'^ 
The case was simply this : that of some $400 remitted 
to me as captain for the payment of my company at 
Bachmond, no soffioient receiptSi through ignorance of 
forms, were taken for about $47, although the greater 
part of this small sum had also been advanced to the 
individuals to whom it was due, and the remaining in- 
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of die intermediate deaths of some two or three of the 
men. CertaLoly nothing could have been more irregu- 
lar than those payments ; but the prescribed receipt 
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ioUb liad not been fbrniahed, and of the whole com- 
pany, indnding offioers, not an individual had ever 

been pre&ent at a pajmeut| or seen a roll used for 
the purpose. Moreover, captains are not the paymaa- 
ters of their leapective oompanieB. The dnty was 
wrongfully imposed. A proper paymaster should 
have been sent with the proper papers. The court 
fimnd the accused guilty of this specification, and pro- 
nounced his conduct unof^cer-like,?' and sentenced 
liiin, on tlie two findings, to be suspended for twelve 
months. ^Bvib mm ea(rrfviOy added] ths oaurt 
ham no heeiUxUan m aoqmttmg the aooueed qf all 
Jraudulent intentions in detaining the pay of hie 
And fartiber, the court recommended that nine 
months of the suspension should be remitted. 

Those findings call for two general remarks: 1. 
The court, in each case, not only omit to add to 

conduct unofficer-like " the attainting words ^'aaid 
ungentlema/nli/ but in the only case where corrup- 
tion or dishoncxr could have been involved, the court 
unhesitatingly and e2q[>re6sly acquit the accused of 

all fraudulent intentions,'' Indeed, how could fraud 
have been intended, or perpetrated! The Treasury 
charged the captain with the whole sum he receipted 
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far. If he MM to retnm valid reoeipts for the whole 
amount, his pay would at onoe be stopped to balaaoe 
the account. The TreaBuiyi thereforoi eonld not be 
defrauded, nor the unpaid men, as the Treasozy wonld 
remain their debtor nntil the next Tbit of a regular 
paymaster. The imputation, therefore, was both stupid 
and malignant. 2. According to the 88d Artide of 
War, any eommiaaioned officer convicted of condnct 
unbecoming an officer and a gentleman shall be dis- 
missed the service " — ^leaving the court no discretion. 

The earlier treason of Wilkinson, strongly suspect- 
ed at the time, beginning about 1787, and continued 
many years after he was the commander of the United 
States' Army, is now Ailly established in Oharles Gay- 
arr6's History of I/msicma^ under Spamsh dommor 
tioriy by Wilkinson's own letters, addressed , to the gov- 
ernor of Louisiana, found in the archives of Madrid. 
See the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th chapters of the Eistory 
jfoaeimy published by Ilediield, New York, 1854. And 
for the manner of obtaining the letters,* see note to 
page 211.. Mr. Gayarr6 was many years Secretary 
of State of Louisiana, and in 1835 elected to the 

* rhcj were copied under the eye of our ministw (Hod. K. Saundeis)^ 
by Mr. De Gayaai^OB, for the Icgiflbtiiie of Louiiia^ 
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Senate of the United States^ an honor he dedined 
on account of bad health* WiUdnaon'a object waa 

to separate the whole Western territory Irom the 
Union, to be added to the crown of Spain, whose pen- 
sioner he was down to 1795. Bubt'b scheme was a 
little different, in which Wilkinson nndonbtedly par- 
ticipated for a time. 

The autobiographer, in 1810, again returned to his 
home ; became domesticated with his invaloable Mend, 
Benjamin Watkins Leigh, of Petersburg, the worthy 
rival, at the bar, of George Keith Taylor,; a distin- 
guished member of the Senate of the United States, 
and long, before his death, the undisputed head of the 
law in Virginia. GonservatiYe and moral in the high- 
est degree, this gifted man, soi^ of a distinguished 
Episcopal minister, and tlie pupil of another — ^NeiUy 
Bobertson — added to his high collegiate attainments 
no mean acquaintance with theology. In the evenings 
of a twelvemonth the parties read aloud to each other, 
with nmning comments, principally by the senior, per- 
haps, every choice passage in Engh'sh literatore. To 
those readings, and to his conversation and example, 
I have owed, in every struggle and triumph of life, 
great and pleasing obligationB. 



Digitized by 



48 Butpmmon. 

The following letter, which the writer had entirely 
foigotten tiU he mw it in print, allndflB to this period 
— the period of hia augpenaion. 

From Um Nafjumal MUigmeer of February 25, 1865. 

^rnmrnrnma, Jmt, 1811. 

^ I beHieye we have very little village news to give 
yoQ, nor do I know what would please you in that 
way. 

^ (if fm/adf-^&Bt personage who filk so large a 
space in every man's own imagination, and so small a 

one in the imagination of every other — can say but 
little; perhaps less would please you moreu Since my 
letum to Yirginiai my tifaie has been passed in easy 
transitions &om pleasure to study, from study to pleas- 
ure; in my gajety forgetting the student; in the stu- 
dent forgetting my gayety.* I have generally been in 
ihe*offic6 of my Mend, Mr, Leigh, though not unmind- 
ful of the studies connected with my present profes- 
sion ; but you will easily conceive my military ardor 
has suffered abatement. Indeed, it is my design, as 

•*<If idle^beiiotsolittty; if MUttty^beiiotkae.** ^apoChegmof 
Barton pttt|iliniodl)jJ<An8m My aailj motto. 
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tMMm as circaznstaiioeB will permit, to tbiow the feather 
out of mj cap aad refiume it in my hand. Yet, ahonld 

-war come at last, my enthusiasm will be rekindled; 
and thenj who Imows hut that I may yet write my Ait- 
tary with my ewordt 

Tours, truly, 

«WINFIELD SCOTT* 

lb. E., a friend, to whom the letter was add roo B o d, 
a nadye of MaseachnBettB, had l(nig resided in Fetere- 
burg, and was, in 1811, a principal officer in the War 
Department. It is vnderstood tiiat hia aon, a reapect- 
able resident of Waahington, and for many years 'a 
mofit exemplary Gommiasioner of Pensions, communi- 
cated the original letter to the Jfatianal InteHigeneer 
on the occasion of the writer's promotion to the rank 
of lieutenant-generaL 

In the autumn of 1811 I rejoined the army, head- 
quarters, Baton Songe, by the land route, in a party 
of five, made up in South Carolina. In the preceding 
spring two detacliments of troops were started — one 
from Fort Hawkins, on the Ocmnlgee^ then the In- 
dian frontier, fax within Georgia, and the other from 



44: Indian Cknm^. 

Baton Eouge, on the Mississippi, to cut tlirougli the 
intennediate fi>i«6t8 a practical wagon road, to bridge 
the amaller BtreamB, to construct bcows, and to estab* 
lish ferries (to be kept by Indians) on the rivers. The 
whole space, up to the eastern line of Lonisiana, be- 
longed to, and was occupied by, Creeks, Choctaws, 
and other Indians, excepting two small settlements 
of lees, together, than a dozen white fianilies, aboat 
Fort Stevens and Fort Stoddart, both on the Mobile. 
The party was a little delayed, near the middle of the 
route, waiting for the meeting of tihe two detachments 
of troops. The wagons of the troops, with a gig and 
light wagon * belonging to the traveUers, were the iirst 
wheeled vehicleB that ever rolled over that immense 
tract t>f country of some six hundred miles in width. 

Crossing the Ocmulgee, the party encamped a day 
or two near the residence of Colonel Hawkins, an 
officer of merit in the army of the Bevolution, much 
confided in by General Washington, an ex-member 
of Congress from K^ortli Carolina, under the Consti- 
tutipn, and then Agent of the United States for the 

* TUi oomv^yed tiie tents, baggBge^ oooiUiig uteiMQa, snd diy pio- 
fisions of the tiaTellen. Tedaon and tmkeys were obtained by their 

rifles and purchase from the Indiana. Com (nudze) for the horses, waa 
alflo bought of the latter. 
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Greek Lidifliifi. Thie Tenerable ftmctionarj, widi an 
extenaiYe general library^ in that aavage comitry — 

still cultivating letters and science — did much to in- 
troduce edbools and the meehanic aria among hia red 
men, by whom he waa regarded as a &tber. He gave 
me interesting inibnnation respecting the superstitions, 
laws, and coBtama of the GreeikB — a small part of which, 
at least, seema worthy of record. In the adminiatrar 
tion of justice, in both civil and criminal cases, wit- 
nesses were sworn by their respective chiefe, to tell, 
first, all thej positively knew of the caaea under tirial, 
and next to give their belief in respect to such par- 
ticulars as did not directly strike their senses — circum- 
atantial evidence. The chief of each then submitted 
to the judges (council) from his intimate knowledge of 
the witness, how much of the testimony, including 5^ 
U^, ought to be received, and how much rejected. 
This ayatem of compurgation and purgation waa said 
to have worked admirably. 

But few inddents, worth being remembered, oo- 
corred during thia tour of my service on the Lower 
Mississippi At Baton Bouge, I was appointed special 
judge advocate fbr the trial of a commanding officer 
(a colonel) of considerable ability, for groea negligence 
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under the heads of diadpline and administratioiL He 
had fleveral timea before^ by dilatory pleaa^ defied or 

baffled justice ; but on thig occasion was brought to 
trial, convicted, and oensnred* 

In the winter of 1811-'12 1 was, firom time to time^ 
a member of Brigadier-General Hampton's stafi^ the 
commander of the Southern army, and much in Kew 
Orleans. Whilst in the dty, there arriyed, Christmas 
eve, £rom Pittsburg, in a doud of smoke and steam, 
spitting fire, the first veesel of the kind that ever 
stemmed the currents of the mighty Western riyers^ 
This steamer bore the name of a volcano — ^Etna or 
Yesnyins. Descending, she scarcely attracted the no- 
tice of Creoles, except that of a few, who thought her 
a fiatboat, of unusual size, and accidentally on fire. 
But in a day or two, returning from a trip made to the 
English Turn, fifteen miles below the city, she aroused 
the curiosity and fears of the natives on the coast, when 
all broke off from their Christmas sports, and many on 
horseback, without saddles, and more on foot, some^ 
without hats, fiew np to the city, with bated breath 
and hair on end," to learn something of this water 
monster that could stem a current of six miles an hour 
without sails, poleS| or oarsl 
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The prospect of war beioig again fiunt, I spent, 
about this period, some hours daily, in reviewing my 
Domat, Pothier, etc., in order to be prepared for the 
bar of New Orleans, ruled by the dvil law. But, 
early in February (the mails at that time moved very 
slowly) news arrived that Congress had, January 11, 
1812, added twenty-five thousand men to the army. 
The eyes of all embryo heroes were at once turned 
upon Washington and the British North American 
provinoes. A dedaration of hostilities on our ]mrt, 
however, was still withheld, till, at length, when the 
time for action seemed, certainly, to be at hand, 
Brigadier-Qeneral Hampton, with two of his suite — 
Captain Scott and Lieutenant C. K. Gardner (subse- 
quently a staff colonel of considerable abilities in the 
field and in the bureau) — embarked, May 20, 1812, at 
New Orleans for Washington, via Baltimore. At that 
season a more stormy and tedious passage, between the 
two cities, was, probably, never known. But long as 
it was, it was most fortunate for the ship and passen- 
gers, particularly the three army officers, that it was 
not lengthened two hours more ; for, as we entered the 
capes of Virginia, we had to pass dose to a British 
frigate, lying off and on the bar. Standing on our 
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oourge, in Im than an hour we met a Hampton pilot 
boat imder a doad of caayafi, going out to sea* This 

was the 20th of JunOi and that boat, it wag Bubse- 
qvently known, waa the beam of deapatchea from the 
British Miniater (Mr. Mansfield) at Waahington, to 
say that Congress had declared war, two dajs before, 
against his eoontiy. Of this &ct onr pilot, shipped 
fiff out at 80% was, of course, ignorant; and the master 
of the Hampton boat, on a trial for treason, was ac- 
quitted on the ground that he knew nothing of the 
war, and nothing of the contents of the despatch he 
delivered to the frigate. 

What a happy escape for me 1 Had the Kew Or- 
leans ship been captured, I might, as a prisoner, have 
chafed and been forgotten, for months — perhaps years 
— in a British prieonl 

Off North Point, some sixteen miles from Balti- 
more, the packet got aground, when, such was the ex- 
treme impatienee for news, tiiat several passebgere, I 
among them, landed, to walk, or to find our way to 
the city as we might. 
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CHAPTER Y. 

WAB DBOLABED — DOUBLE FBOHOTIOIf — MASOH TO CANADA. 

At the end of the fourth mile we came upon a 

stated militia meeting, the commander of which had 
just received the Declaration of War, the liCanifiaato, 
etc. Being in half nnifiom, and fired with the great 
news, I became the hero of the occasion. Momited on 
a table, I was made to read tihe Declaration of War in 
the midst of the most enthnsiastic shouts and cheeiB. 
This earned for me at once the offer of a seat in a 
double gig to Baltimore. But to me, this, the fii-st 
day of the war, came t&cj near being also the last; 
f(x my new &iend, the dhver, being drunk with the 
sentiment of the occabion, or the potations at the syl- 
van barbaede, overtuned the gig twice, each time at 
the great penl of limbs and necks. 
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Thanks to stars and the assnmpticuL-jof the 
reinsj Baltimore was reached, in the dark, June 21, 
1812, where I (a captain) was made perfectly happy 
by learning that a double promotion awaited my 
arriyal at Washington. About the sixth in preparar 
tion for the field, among the old officers of the army, 
and a lieutenant-colonel in rank, at the age of twenty- 
six, with a hot war before me — seemed to leave nothing 
to be desired but the oontinned &yor of Providence I 

The stay of the travellers was but short in Wash- 
ington. And here terminated the ofBcial oonneetion 
of a respected fiiend and eommander, with the auto- 
biographer. 

Major-General Hampton was a man of mark. 
Sarly in life he displayed zeal and enterprise under 
Sumter and Marion, and is mentioned with distinction 
in the battle of Eutaw. Tlie outlines of his character 
were sharp and well defined. In mind vigorous, 
prompt, intrepid, sagacious; but of irritable nerves; 
consequently, oilen harsh, and sometimes unjust; but 
followed, in every instance, by the acknowledgment 
of wrong, or the evident signs of contrition and re- 
pentance. Toward the humble he trequently made 
more substantial amends — appropriate benefits — 
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money, clothes, and emplojmentB — at the promptings 
of his own generooB nature. Toward the autobiog^ 
rapher, who enjoyed his inmost ocmfidenoe, he was 

nnifonnly kind and considerate. An amnsing case of 
quick temper, on his part, followed by placability, oc- 
emred at this irisit to Washington. 

Immediately preceding there had been quite an 
unpleasant official correspondence between General 
Hampton and Dr. Enstis, Secretary of War. Neveiv 
theless, mere coolness between the parties did not 
absolve the former ti'om tlie official propriety of calling 
<m the latter. Accordingly, the general, accompanied 
by me, made an early yisit to the War (Mce. JBUs 
name was no sooner announced than the Secretary 
flew to the door, with hand extended, to receiye the 
general. The latter bowed, but to my great surprise, 
crossed his hands behind him. Nevertheless an official 
oonTersation ensued, after the parties were seated in 
the office, which, successively melted into a pleasant, 
and then a friendly character. The interview lasted 
perbaps an hour. The Secretary bowed the general 
to the door, when the latter turned, and offered both 
his hands. It was now the Secretary's turn to show a 
dignified resentment, and, accordingly, he exactly re- 
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taliated the crosaing of hauda behind 1 But this was 
now very differently regarded ; for Hampton was not 
disposed to treat the matter aa a game of qmt$» A 
messenger was despatched for General D* £. Wil- 
liams,^ M. C. from South Carolina; pistols were pro- 
cured, a challenge indited, and eveiything made 
ready, on one side, for a deadly combat — if necessary. 
Dr. Eustis chose, as his friend, on the occasion, Mr. 
Secretary Hamilton {Nb,yj Department), another Sonth 
Carolinian. These very judicious Mends, looking to 
the advanced ages of the parties, and the ludicrous 
character of the quarrel, soon arranged that Hampton 
should, the next morning, present himself at the War 
Office door, to be met there by Dr. Eustis, with both 
hands extended, etc, in the presence of the same speo- 
tators — ^the autobiographer, and the chief derk of the 
War Department I 

The new lieutenant-colonel was soon ordered to 
Philadelphia, to collect the companies of the regiment 
as fast as recruited, and to prepare them for the £eld. 
A camp of instruction was formed, — but the recruiting 

* It to impoflfllble to name thSa most ttoeUent man, wUh<mt ad<Biig 

terms of admiration, love, and respect — notwithstanding a foolish speech 
(the only one of the sprt he ever made) that gave him, for the moment, 
the •o6n^ of <ftiMi<i0r«fM^ 
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advanced slowly. Early in September the impatience 
of tihiB officer oould wait no longer, and he obtained, 
bj solicitation, orders to proceed to If iagara. 

To perverted minds, " big wars make ambition 
yirtne ; " bnt let the lovers of war look upon, after a 
general action, the dead and the dying on^the field, 
and visit the hospitals. jSTo doubt some wars are 
necessary, as was that of 1812, on onr part; and the 
constitutional and moral right, on the part of the 
Federal Union, of putting down the existing rebellion 
—if demied expedient— is indisputable. Nevertheless, 
I cannot but sigh, with Cowper — 

"For a lodge In Bome tmI wfldemiMi 
Some boundless contmnity of shade^ 
Where mmor •••••• 

Of UDSooceBaM or soooeeaftil war, 
WifjtA never reach me more.** 

Drjden, too, in a dedication to the Duke of Or- 
mond, has es^ressed a lively abhorrence for " those 
athletic bmtes, whom, undeservedly, we call heroes,'' 
and adds — cursed be the poet who first honored with 
the name, a mere Ajax — a man-killing idiot." 



OHAPTEB VI. 

yiAOABA FBONHKB — OAFTDBB OF WAB YBB8ELB — BAlTIil! 

OF QUEKNSTOWlf — PRI80NEB OF WAB — PAKOLED. 

Lr ihiB temper of mind, the battles and sieges of the 
fbUowing narratiye are not likely to be much elabo- 
rated; to be written at the charging step or to the 
Bonnd of the trumpet How different were the feel- 
ings of the yonng lientenant-oolonely on reporting to 
Brigadier-Qeneral Alexander Smyth,^ near BolMoy 
October 4, 1812. 

* This officer, a oatiTo of Iralamd, wu a rofpeotaUo nMmlMr of the 
KHithwesteni bar of Virginia, when made, in 1808, colonel of the new 

riflo regiment He had long been a laborions and useful member of the 
legislature, and for seyeral years before his death maintained the same 
ohanofcer in Congreea. As a general, though well read, brave, and hon- 
oiaUe^ he ahowed no taknt tot oommaad, end made himedf ridioiiloiiB on 
the Niagara ftootier, by his prodamationa eaUing fhr vohmteenL Hie 
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I was sent immediatelj to coyer the temporary 
yard, behind Squaw Island, a little below Black Bock, 

where Lieutenant Elliott, of tlie navy, was fitting up 
certain lake craft for war purpoaea. This was the be- 
ginning of the squadron that won, under Oommodore 
Perry, the following year, the splendid victozy on Lake 
Erie. In a few days two Eritish war vessels were dis- 
covered early one morning at anchor under the guns 
of Eort Erie, opposite to the harbor of Bu^o. Lieu- 
tenant Elliott conceived the idea of captiu*iiig them, 
by surprise and boarding, just before daylight the fol- 
lowing morning, and applied to the lieutenant-colonel 
for a detachment of troops to aid in the enterprise. 
Captain Kaihan Towson, afterward much distinguish- 
ed, was accordingly detailed for that service, seconded 
by Adjutant Eoach, subseq^uently mayor of Pliiladel- 
phia. He (Towson) gallantly carried and saved the 
Caledonia, and Lieutenant Elliott carried the Detroit, 
formerly the United States' Brig Adams, surrendered 
by HulL There being no win^^ the latter vessel was 
swept by the current down the Niagara, and got 
aground on the British side of Squaw Island, where 

eertifioate on Aofior, late in life, that lie had disooTered the Kej to the 
Apocalypse, was another estmordinaiy blunder. 
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she was abandoned by her captovBi taken posBeBBian of 

by the enemy, and became the Bubject of a sharp con- 
test during the day, between detachments ci troops 
from botii sidea of the riTer. Finally ahe was bomed 
by the Americans, as ahe could not be got afloat. This 
was a busy day (October 8) with the lieutenant^lonel, 
both on the island and mainland, and the first time 
that he was under the fire of the enemy. 

Three days later lie moved down the river, under 
orders to report to Major-General Van Bensselaer, 
the patroon of Albany, who commanded a camp at 
Lewiston, opposite to Queeustown, of some 1,500 vol- 
unteers, and three small detachments of r^olarB under 
Lieutenant-C!olonels Fenwick and Christie, and Major 
MuUany. 

Late in Hie eTOoing of the Idth, lientenant-Oolonel 
Scott^ learning, accidentally, at Schlosser, that a hoa- 
tile movement was on foot from Lewiston,. marched 
down in the night to claim for his battalion a part in 
the expedition. He was refused, because all arrange- 
ments were made and instructions given, placing Lieu- 
tenant^Colonel Yan Bensselaer, the chief of the gen* 
eral's stafi^ at the head of the movement^ and I, his 
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senior, would not serve under any junior,^ although 
Yeawiisky flie senior of the three, had waiyed his rank. 
Chiistie was Scott's junior. As to the battalion of the 
latter, there were no. boats fit for artillerjr carriageS| 
and, indeed, as it turned ont, not enough fiir the in- 
hutry previonsly designated. 

The object of the expedition was to storm the 
heights of Queenstown, occupied by a small garrison 
of the 49th British Foot, supported by hosts of Lidians, 
and to hold the same as a door of entrance for the large 
invadiQg army (of volunteers) that was soon to follow. 
In crossing, about daylight, the boats had to sustain a 
direct plunging lire from the battery on the heights, 
and also the flank fii'e of several forts near the village, 
below. Yan Benssehier, badly wounded, scarcely stood 
on his feet at the point of landing ; Fenwick's boat, 
perforated with shots and half filled with water, drifted 
to the enemy's shore, when he, desperately wounded, 

• * 

• This refusal was remembered by Colonel Van Rensselaer in the Whig 
Cknufeniioii that met at Hanisbiug in November, whea HaniaoD, 
CSay, and Soott were in nomination for the prondeooy, and it waa alao re- 
membered that Soott had, in Jannarj, 1888, arrested the eolonePa son at 

Schlosser, while attempting to invade Canada at the head of a body of 
^fiy»pi^«MML Xhe Sew York delegation would have been nnanimoua for 
Soott Mlbr tine OQtoBd. 
8* 
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was taken out with a detadunent of men prisoners of 
var* Cbristie'B boat was alao maltieated and he sliglit- 
ly woonded in the attempt to ctobb,^ And now it was 
that LieutenantrColonel Scott — whose light batteries, 
commanded .by detains TowBon and Barker, had par- 
tially diverted the enemy^B fire from our boats — ^was 
permitted| at his repeated solicitation, to cross over 
and take command of our forces in conflict with the 
enemy. Fortonatelyy he made the passage, accom- 
panied only by Adjutant Ik>ach, of his battalion, with 
bat little hurt or damage. The heights and battery 
had been jHrevioasly carried by detachments of the 6th 
lofSmtry, under Captain Machesney ; of the 13th, un- 
der Captains Wool, Armstrong, Ogilvie, and Malcomb; 
one of the 23d, under Mqor MuUany; a company 
of light artillery, under Captain James, Gibson, sup- 
ported by Lieutenant Thomas B. Randolph, with one 
six-ponnder and some New York militia. Captain 
Wool had been disabled by a wound, in ascending the 
heights. Captain J. G. Totten, of the Engineers, was 
also with the troops, qualified and ready for any duty 
that might fall to him. It was a little before this time 

* He, lioiwe?er, galMeqiieBlly Jtrined 8oatt| and shared with Um Ibe 

fortunes o£ the day. 
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that Major-Gleneral Brock, Lieutenant-Govemor of 
Upper Oaaadfty and the Secretary of the Froyince, 
ColoDel McDonald^ fell at the foot of the heights^ 
while gaUantlj leading up from the mouth of the 
river a body of York volimteerB, with a number 
additional Indiana. 

A pause ensued. The lieutenant-colonel rapidly 
reconnoitred the heights; took np a position &r de- 
fence until joined by the great body of the forces re- 
maining in camp at Lewiston ; introduced himsell* and 
adjutant to his line of battle, and attempted to unspike 
the gons the enemy had left in the captured battery. 
While directing the latter operation the enemy's col- 
lected forces suddenly drove in our pickets, when regu- 
laiB, ▼olnnteersy and Indians mshed npon our line of 
battlCi which, intimidated, began to fsucQ about, and, 
in a moment would have been in full retreat, but that 

• 

the lientenant-eolonel, ronning back from the battery, 

by storming and a iree use of the sword, brought his 
whole line to face the enemy, and, in a charge, to drive 
him beyond readu After an interval, a second attack 
was made with a like result. Betuming again to the 
choben position our forces were reformed, and stood 
impatiiently awaiting the arriyal of reinforcements 
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firom the otlier aide of the riyer ; for- the approach of 
a fireah column of the enemy from below could be 
plainly seen, under, as it proved, Brigadier-Gleneral 
Sheaffe, on whom had devolved all the public func- 
tions of Brock. The new reinforcement of the enemy 
being also perceived by Major-General Yan Bensae- 
laer, be wrote to our commander on tbe Canada side ; 

have paaeed throngh my camp. Not a raiment, 
not a company ia willing to join yon. Save yourBelves 
by a retreat, if you can. Boats shall be sent to receive 
yon.** 

The disgrace of Hull's recent surrender was deeply 
felt by all Americans. Those on Queenstown Heights, 
at the instance of their yonthfal commander, lesolved, 
though with but little hope of success, to sustain the 
shock of the enemy, when, if beaten, the survivors 
might still seek an escape by means of the promised 
boats. The British commander approached with an 
awful tediousness, evidently supposing the small body 
in his view to be merely tiie advance guard of the 
.Americans. At length the conflict came. The firings, 
on both sides, were deadly, and then followed a partial 
dash of bayonets. The Americans, by the force of 
overwhelming numbers were pushed from, the heighti 
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toward the river, aiding themselveB, in the steep de- 
scent, by means of brushwood and yielding saplinga. 
Que hundred and thirty-nine regnlaiB, ofut of six hun- 
dred that had embarked in the morning, and two hun- 
dred and fifty-odd volunteers,* out of four liundred and 

* 

lifty, reached the margin of Hie liver. Here all were 
seized with despair. No boats had arrived 1 Indeed, but 

a few that were serviceable remained, and General Yan 
Bensselaer could not force nor bribe' oarsmen enough, 
among his men, to take one of them to their tbrlom 
countrymen 1 A surrender was inevitable. There was 
no time to lose. The enemy were gradually letting 
themselves down the precipice, which partially covered 
the Americans, near enough to render their fire efiEeo- 
tive. 

Two bearers of flags of truce had been despatched 
in succession to the British commander, but there was 
no return, and no cessation of hostilities. It was con- 

• This bodj of men, under Brigedier^tenenl Wadswoith, si^poited 
by Colonel Stranahan, behayed witii gdlBiitry thronghont the day. When 
Scott assumed the command be did not know that there was a general 
officer on the groond. The latter, in plain clothes, modestly made his 
rank known, and insisted on iupporting Soott, which be did, with seal and 
Talor, in every combat This Wadsworlii (WilBam) and his brother, 
James, were the great farmers on the Genesee Flats. 
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oluded that they had been killed or captured by the 
Indiana. Captains Totten and Gibson each volunteered 
to make a third attempt, but as to bear a flag had be- 
come a Ibrloru service, lieutenaat-Colcael Scott, as- 
sumed the duty to himself and took with him his 
gallant comrades, Totten and Gibson. Being nnoom- 
monly tall and in a splendid uniform, it was thought 
his chance of being respected by the savages, who were 
under but little control, the best The party had to 
pass down along the margin of the river some hun- 
dreds of yards to find an easy ascent. Several shots 
had been fired at them, before they turned up to the 
left, when two Indians (Captain Jacobs and young 
Brant, of whom more in the sequel), alter firing, sprang 
from a covert and seized the party. A deadly combat 
impended; but a detachment of regulars, headed by an 
officer, rushed to the rescue, and conducted the fiag to 
the British commander, General Sheafie. His first 
and second attempts to stop the Indian fire on the 
Americans under the precipice proving unsuccessful, 
lieutenant -Colonel Scott demanded to be escorted 
back to his countryihen, that he might share their &te. 
He was prevailed upon to await another trial, which 
succeeding, a formal surrender was made on terms 



DigitizecJ by Google 



Demagogaea in the VchmUers. 63 

honorable to all parties, and the pnacmerB were pot in 

march for the Tillage of JKewark (aince Niagara), at the 
mouth of the river. " 

Kotfaing eonld have been move painfiil than fhe 
poBition of Major-General Stephen Yen Benaselaer* 
during the day of Queenstown. A citizen of undoubt- 
ed patriotism and yalor, with a wei^t of moral ofaar- 
aeter very rare — ^bnt withont military ezperienee— he 
found himself helpless in his camp, by the machina- 
tions in the ranks of demagogues opposed to the Ad- 
miniatration and the war. These Tsnmn, who inftst 
all republics, boastful enough at home, no sooner 
found themselves in sight of the enemy than they 
dideovered that the militia of the United States could 
not be constitutionally marched into a foreign coun- 
try If This pleasant doctrine to the faint hearted, 
soon found almoet muYersal fkror. The pure-minded 

• Bot ditlam%, If a* an, Kilirted to llie oolo^ 

f What 80 perverse and miRcbievous as party frenzy in a republic ! I 
was made a prisoner at Queaostown, in a lawM and necessarj war, because 
oeriain nflHia would not oroaa the Kiagptm to mj leeoaa In tlie winlera 
of lS87-'8, and lS88-*9, it ooet me myotmoet exertioni, phjsioal and 

raeiiLal, all along the British frontiers, from Lake Huron to Aroostook — to 
prevent our people from making uniuvited, unlawful, and prepoBteroua io- 
vaaiona of the oontenninona ProyinoeB. 
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general took aa earl j opportunity of retiring jGrom the 
command of sncli troops. 

On reaching the Tillage of Newark, the Americaa 
officers were lodged in a small inn after being divested 
of their swords, which were temporarily stacked under 
the staircase in the entrj. A strong goard was at 
hand, and sentries were posted. In a few minutes a 
servant said that there were persons at the front door 
who desired to see ^ tM American. lieutenant- 
Colonel Scott, passing through several doors, found, on 
reaching the entry, that his visitors were the same two 
Indians met by him some hours before when bearing 
the flag of truce. Oaptain Jacobs, 01^ of them I a man 
of uncommon stature and power, speaking but little 
English was interpreted by his companion, young 
Brant, the life of whose &ther has been published by 
the late W, L. Stone, Esq., of New York, in two vol* 
umes, octavo, a valuable contribution to the history of 
the M'eneh Warj as called in America, but known in 
Europe as the jSevm Year^ War; — ^to the War of 
American Independence ; and to many subsequent 
wars between the United States and the Northwest 
Indians, as well as to the last war between the United 
States and Great Britain. 
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The profeBsed object cd Aeee Indiaiis was to Bee if 
they had not in the several combats of the day hit the 

prisoner before them — each alleging that he had de- 
libeirately fired at him three or four times from no 
great distance. Their design, however, was no donbt 
sinister. All the suryiyiug Indians were exceedingly 
exasperated at the severe loss their tribes had just 
snatained. Jacobs, accordingly, to begin the affiray, 
seized the prisoner rudely by the arm and attempted 
to torn him round to examine his back. The savage 
was indignantly thrown against the wall, when both 
assailants, placing their hands on their knives and 
liatchets, exclaimed — '*We kill you nowf It was 
an awful moment £>r the assailed. There was no 
witness nor help at hand. The sentinel near the door, 
who had improperly admitted the Indians, was not 
in view, and perhaps indifferent as to consequenceSb 
God and his own stout heart must save the American 
from instant butchery. "With one mighty spring he 
seized the hilt of a sword wilh an iron scabbard (easily 
dra\m), then springing back he faced the enemy and 
occupied the narrow space between the staircase and 
the opposite wall, but far enough'advanced to allow a 
lee use of his sword over the depressed balustrade. 
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In this strong position he could not be attacked hj two 
aasailantB at onoe, and he was fsaxe to ftll the foaremoBt^ 
though he might be asBafisinated by the second before 
he eonld recover his sword« At this critical moment 
—the partiee gtanding at bay but in act to strike — 
Gaptain Ooffin, nq»hew and aide-de-camp of General 
Sheaffe, entered to conduct some of the prisoners to 
the general's quarters where they were inyfted to dine. 
The scene spoke fon itself. The captain instantly seized 
Jacobs by the collar with one hand, holding a cocked 
pistol in the other. Both Indians, with their weapons, 
now turned npon him, and the American closed in to 
slay the one leit by the pistoL The gallant aide-de- 
camp had just time to call out — the gua/rd! wheu a 
sergeant and squad rnshed in and marched off the 
savages as prisoners. It required a strong escort to 
conduct tlie dinner guests in safety to and from the 
general's quarters, for the village swarmed widi exas- 
perated Indians. 

At table, Lieutenant-Colonel Scott learned from 
General SheaSfo himself that he was a native of Bos- 
ton, the son of a civil eny^ioyS of the crown;— 4hat 
adopted, when a boy, by Lord Fercy (afterward Duke 
of Koithombeilan^ then colonel of the 4ad Foot, he 
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was sent to England for his eduoation, and that the 
doke coatiuued liis patron through, his whole military 
cazBer. The general added, that although he had 
never owed allegiance to the United States^ yet anx- 
ious to avoid engaging in hostilities with Americans, 
hia countrymen by birth, he had early requested to 
be sent to some other theatre of war. For the JBattle 
of Queenatowu lie was made a major-general and 
baronet, and as soon as practicable recalled to Eon^. 

All volunteer officers and men, among the Ameri- 
can prisoners, were paroled and sent home. The regu- 
lars of every rank were retained and embarked for 
Quebec Before sailing, the remains of Cibneral Brock 
were buried with all the honors of war, in a bastion of 
Port Gteorge, at the upper edge of Kewark. lienten- 
ant-Oolonel Scott, out of respect ibr the very high char- 
acter of the deceased, sent over a request to the Ameri- 
can fort (Niagara) opposite, to fire minute guns daring 
the British solemnities, and thus there was a long-con- 
tinned roar of American and British cannon in honor 
of a fallen hero. 

In the following campaign (1813), Fort Geoige was 
captured by the autobiographer, then colonel, and en- 
larged, in part, by him, according to a plan of the engi- 
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neer, Captain Totten. Great care was taken by both 
not to disturb the baetum in whioh the remains of Oen* 
eral Brock lay interred. A word more, in conneotion 
with the foregoing, may, perhaps, be pardoned. So lato 
as 1860, a resident of New Jenegr and die Highlands 
of New York (W. £. Baldwin, Esq.), presented to the 
autobiographer the identical pistok (as is well estab- 
lished by respectable eridenoe) that were in Qeneral 
Brock's holsters at the time of his ialL His body, 
partly under his dead horse, was, for a time, in the 
possession of the Americans. (Arms of every kind, 
god^^, sashes, and spnrs are lawful trophies of war.) 
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IdNaSTON — PBESOOTT — MONTEEAI/— gUEBEO — fiAILBD FOB 
HOHB — ODT OF QANBO^WASJEQNQTON • 

Thb regular prisonerB passed at Emgston from 
•elB of war to rowboats^ aud under a strong guard 
descended- the St. Lawrence, marching around the 
more dangerous rapids.* At Frescott, opposite to 

* A singnlsr mdeneiB was experienced in paniBg aromid. the Ltmg 
8aut^ on the edge of a (^edonian eettlemeni— dl OathoHce. Their priest, 
attracted by the name and rank of Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, reproached 
him aeTerely as a traitor to Geoigo UL Feroeifiiig his saocvdotal ohaiao* 
ter, ft condeBoending eipIanaliQii and reply was glTen, wifhonl eflhet In 
1827, 1fi^or49enenl Soott being at BniRdo, on board of a gover n ment 
Bteamer about to ascend the lakes, her master asked permission to re- 
eeive in the cabin, for hia benefit, a bishop and two priests. It was grant- 
ed. Oenend Soott at (ttoe^Qsoomed in the prelate his reviier at the Zoiy 
BomL Boppreering the disoorery he inyited the party to his separate 
table, and did his best to orerwhelm the Bj^^ Bsvwend gentleman with 
hospitality and courtesy — a CliriBtian's revenga 
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OgdflBBbnrg, I wm ttlcen into die qaarterB of the oom- 
mandar of the fot^ Colonel Peanon, who had just 
arriTed finom Englaad. Expecting a night attack by 
the militia, at Ogdensburg, opposite, the commander 
dq»i but little, and that on the priaoner's pallet — two 
blaaketd and a cloak, Fearaon's own baggage not 
being np. No one exceeded this gallant officer in 
oonrtofy and amiabili^. To aoothe his prisoner, d^ 
pressed hj his condition, and disappointed at not being 
rescned by the militia at Ogdensburg, he told the story 
of his own recent capture and noble treatment by an 
American privateer. On board of a transport ship, 
with his young \vife, he iiBll in with the ^ Cap- 
tain ^ and being without heavy gojiB, suxren- 

dered after the J&rst iire. Captain ^ with a 

party, boarded the prize, when learning that Mrs. 
Fearaon was thrown into a atate of premature labor, 
he placed a sentinel at the cabin door, and left to the 
colonel an abeolate control over all within it— giving 
snob, aid aa waa called for. The colonel was also de- 
sired to mark eveiything that belonged to him, with 
his name, and assured that all shonld be held sacred 
as private property. In sight of an American port, 
the prize was recaptured and taken to Halifax, where 
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the colonel acquitted himself of the debt of liberality 
by his condnet to tilie American prize crew.* 

The Qaeenstowu prifioners experienced much cour- 
tesy fi*om other British commanders : from the old and 
infirm Colonel Leftbridge, who was at the head of the 
guard in the boats down to Montreal; from Major- 
General Glasgow, the commander of Quebec, a £ne old 
flddier, and others. The remarkable exception was in 
the Gbyemor-General of the Proyinces — ^Lieutenant- 
General, Sir George Prevost — ^who, being of an Ameri- 
can fimoily, behared like a renegade in causing the 
prisoners to be marehed, on their arriyal at Montreal, 
along the front of its garrison, drawn up in line of bat- 
tle, and by slights and neglects which excited contempt 
and loathing. As a soldier, he was signally disgraced, 
subsequently, at Sackett's Harbor and Plattsbuig. 

A scene occurred, at Quebec, respecting the Ameri- 
can prisoners, which led to a c6rrespondence, to legis- 
lation, and other results of great national interest and 
importance. The story, though told in Mansiield's 

* At the Battle of Chippewa, in 1814, Colonel Pearson commanded the 
right wing of the British army, and subsequently was, as a general officer, 
Ueatfioant-OoTemor of Gibraltar. He^ op to bia death, remained the finend 
cf Ills pcisoner {fx e night) at Pkescott 
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well-written life of the antobiographer, on notes and 
doenments supplied by the latter, is necessarily repro- 
duced in this place, but with some corrections and 
additions. 

The Americans being, November 20, 1812, paroled 

and euibari^d for Boston, a commission of seyeral 
persons came on board, under the instmctions of Sir 
George PreYOst to sequester and to retain, as traitorBy 
every prisoner, who, judging by speech or other evi- 
dence, might appear to have been bom a British sub- 
ject Lieutenant^Clolonel Scott being engaged , in the 
cabin, heard a cpmrnotion on deck, when hurrying up, 
he found that twenty-odd of his men had ah*eady been 
selected for trial, and all much grieved and alarmed. 
He instantly stopped ^irther examinations by com- 
manding absolute silence on the part of the prisoners ; 
had an altercation with the conmussioners; explained 
to the sequestered the reciprocal obligation of aU^* 
ance and protection; assured them that the United 
States' Gtovemment would not feil to look to their 
safety, and in case of their ptmishment, as was threat- 
ened, to retaUate amply. Kot another man was added 
to those previously selected, then, nor on any subsequent 
occasion. 



A 
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To finish this story without regard to chronology: 
the lieatenant-oolonel arrived at Washington (where 
he found himself exchanged) in Januaiy, 1813, on the 
evening of a reception at the President's. The warm 
greeting given him was scarcely over, when he, with 
some animation, mentioned to the President the case 
of the sequestered prisoners. Several members of Con- 
gress eagerly listened to the narrative, when instmo- 
tions were given to report the whole case, officially, to 
the Secretary of War. Hence the following letter, 
dated January 18, 1818 : 

JUewUfumt-OdUmd' ScM to tihe Seerdary of Wofr.* 
' «Sm: 

^< I think it my duty to lay before the Department 
that, on the arrival at Quebec of the American prison* 
ers of war suiTendered at QueeoBtown, they were mus- 
tered and examined by British officers appointed to 
that duty, and every native-bom of the United King- 
doms of Great Britain and Ireland sequestered, and 
sent on board a ship of war then in the harbor. The 
vessel in a &w days thereafter sailed for England, with 

* Am«4eaa State Fkipcn, voL iiL, p. S84, as pobUdied voder an act 

of Congress. 
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these prisoners on board. Between Hfteen and twen- 
ty* were thus taken firom xm, nativeB of Lrelttnd, sev- 
eral of whom were known bj their platoon officers to 
be naturalized citizens of the United States, and others 
to have been long reridents within the same. One in 
particular, whose name has escaped me, besides having 
complied with all the conditions of our natuialization 
laws, was represented by his officers to have left a wife 
and five children, all of them bom within the State of 
New York. 

I distinctly nnderstood, as well firom the offioen 
who came on board the prison ship for the above pur- 
poses, as ^om others with whom I remonstrated on 
this subject, that it was the determination of the Brit- 
ish Government, as expressed through Sir George Pro- 
vost, to punish every man whom it might subject to its 
power, found in arms against the British king con- 
trary to his native aUegiance." 

This report was promptly communicated to Con- 
gross, which, followed up by the solicitations of the 
writer, led to the passage of the act, March 3, 1813, 

• There were, infiust, twenty4hree, u iteted in the text. 



DigitizecJ by Google 



Ho8tageB and BetaUatUm. 75 

yestizig in the President of the United States the 
power of letaliation in ceirtam casee." 

It BO chanced that in a few months the writer of 
that report, at the capture of Fort George (May 27), 
made a great nnmber of prieonerB, when, as adjutant- 
general and chief of the ataff, ¥rith the rank oi* colonel, 
he seated and confined an equal number of the cap- 
tared Englishmen, to abide fhe &te of the Americans 
Bent to England tor trial, 

EaH BaiJmt9t to Sir Charge Prew^.* 

**Dowimio Smr, Angmt 12, 1818. 

" Sm: 

" I have had the honor of receiving your despatch 
No. 66, of the 6th of Jnne, enclosing a letter addiesBed 
to your excellency by Major-General Dearborn. In 
this letter it Ib stated, that the American commissary 
of prisoners in London, had made it known to his Gov- 
emment that twenty-three soldiers of the 1st, 6th, and 
13th regiments of United States iu^Euitry, made prison- 
ers, had been sent to England and held in cIobo con* 
finement as British subjects; and that Major-General 
Dearborn had received instructions from his Govern- 

* Amerfina State Pi^ieni vol. iiL, pp. 640^ 641. 
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meat to put into doee oonflnement twenty-thxee Brit- 
ish BoldierBi to bo kept as hoetagOB for ihe safe-teepiiig 
and restoration, in exckange, of the soldiers of the 
(Tnited Statea who had been sent, as above stated, to 
England; and General Dearborn apprises yon that, 
in obedience to these instructions, he had ^ut twenty- 
three British soldiers in dose oonfinementi to be kept 
as hoiitagigti. 

^ The persons referred to in this letter were soldiers 
serving in the American army, taken pruoners at 
Queenstown, and sent home by yon, that they might 
be disposed of according to the pleasure of His Boyal 
Highness the Prince Begent, they having declared 
themselves to be British-bom subjects. Your excel- 
lency has been directed to send home the necessary 
evidenoe upon this point, and they are held in custody 
to xmdergo a legal trial. 

You will lose no time in communicating to Major- 
Omeral Dearborn that you have transmitted home a 
copy of his letter to you, and that you are, in conse- 
<j[ueace, instructed distinctly to state to him, that you 
have received the commands of His Boyal Highness 
the Prince Begent, forthwith to put in dose confine- 
ment forty-six American oihcers and non-commissioned 
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oiiicersy to be held as hofttages for the Bafe-keepisg of 
the twenty-three British soldiers stated to have been 
put in doBB oonfinement bj order of the American 
GoTermnent; and yoa will at the same time appnse 
him, that if any of the said British soldiers shall suffer 
death by reason that the soldiers now nnder eonfine- 
ment here have been found giulty, and that the known 
law, not only of Great Britain, but of every indepen- 
dent state nnder like drcomstanees, has been in eonse- 
quenoe executed, yon have been instructed to select out 
of the American officers and non-commissioned officers 
whom yon shall have put into close confinement, as 
many as may double the number of British soldiers 
who shall so unwarrantably have been put to death, 
and cause such officers and non-commissioned officers 
to suffer death immediately. 

And you are further instructed to notify to Major- 
General Dearborn, that the commanders of His Majes- 
ty's fleets and armies on the coasts of America, have 
received instructions to prosecute the war with immiti* 
gated severity against all cities, towns, and villages, 
belonging to the United States, and against the inhab- 
itants thereof, i^ after this commuiucation shall have 
been duly made to Major-General Dearborn, and a 

/ 
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reaaonable time giyen for its being transmitted to the 
American GoYerament, that Govermnent ahaU un- 
happily not be deterred from patting to death anj of 
the soldiers who now are, or who may hereafter be, 
kept aa hostages, for the purposes stated in the letter 
&om Major-G^eral Dearborn. 

" I have the honor to be, 

«BATHDBST.»' 

The hanghiy tone of this letter may be aocomited 
for by remembering the disasters of the Bnssian cam- 
paign, in which Napoleon lost by firost in the retreat 
from Moscow, the flower of his army; to the Tio» 
toiies of Wellington in tha Peninsula, which Opened 
exhausted France to invasion, and to the assembling, 
at the moment, of the &iU of the armies of continen- 
tal Europe upon Dresden, to give the tmyp de grdee to 
the falling emperor. 

Much of that bitterness of English feeling preyailed, 
at the time, in one of the American parties. The Hon- 
orable Alexander C. Hanson, M. C, from Maryland, in 
a speech in the Honse of Bepresentatiyes, Febmary 14, 
1814^ after remarking that the impressment of Brit- 
ish seamen from American vessels was the vital point " 
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in the war — ^next echoed the sentimentB of Lord Ba- 
thuiBti thuB : 

* " Mr. Cliaiimaii — upon this question of impress- 
ment, allegianee, protectiaii, and natnralization, which 
has been connected with it, gentlemen here may fret, 
rail, and argue, until doomsday. Tliey may set up 
new-fangled doctrines, and deny old and eBtabliahed 
principles, but as far as depends on the opinions of the 
ablest jurists, and the practice of the oldest r^ular 
governments, the point in controyersy ia long ago set- 
tled* It is immutably determined. 

[Here he cited the fundamental maxim of the law 
of England ^ — perpetual allegiance ^ — once a sub- 
ject, always a subject.''] 

"Ifow, sir," continued Mr. Hanson, "I am pre- 
pared to go a step farthcir than has been deemed neces- 
sary from the actual case presented to our consider- 
ation. I say, that an Englishman, naturalized or not 
by OUT laws, if found in arms against his native coun- 
try, is a tmUar by the laws of his native country. I 
do not confine the position to British subjects natural- 
ized here^ and made captives witiiin the dominions of 

* Oupenter'B Sdeoi American 8^«eehe8, nA, ii., pp. 485^1. 
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tlieir sovereign, where tlie arm of protection cannot be 
extended ; but, if the anniee of the enemy croeaed the 
line, and invaded ub in torn, and made prisoner a 
Briton found in arms against Britain, he is as much a 
traitor aa if taken a prifloner in the heart of the British 
empire. 

Such men are tridtora in the legal, true sense of 
tlie word^ and ought to be treated as each. The good 
of society and the safety of goTemment reqnize it. li^ 

to protect them, we resort to a bloody, ferocious, exter- 
minating system of retaKation, we shed the innocent 
blood of our own oonntrymen. 
. I say, then, without reserve, if the President pro- 
ceeds in the ruthless, bloody business he has com- 
menced, he is answerable, here and hereafter, for all 
the American lives wantonly sacrificed. Posterity will 
pronounce him guilty, and heap maledictions upon his 
name. 

* * * « Wben the party contests of the day are 
forgotten; when the passions engendered by political 
strife have snbsided; when reason shall resnme her 
throne, and the present generation is swept into the 
silent tomb, those who live after ns will pronounce a 
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judgment upon the chief actoro in this tragedy of 
blood and murder." 

These were dire denmiciationB of ^ the chief actom 
in [the] tragedy of blood and murder." Yet Msgor- 
General Scott, " the head and front of [that] oflfend- 
ing" — when in the act of embarking at Kew York, 
for Europe, July 9, 1815, had the happiness to meet on 
a pier, in the East Hiver, just horn an English prison, 
twenty-one of the identical men taken from him at 
Quebec— the other two having died natural deathal 
It was thus, and not by any subsequent diplomacy of 
the American Department of State, as has aometimeB 
been daimed, that Great Britain was forcsed to yield 
the principle, " once her subject, always her subject " — 
on which the aoldiera were seised, and hnndieds of 
saQors impressed, ont of American ships. 

I^ovember 20, 1812, lieutenant-Colonel Scott, with 

the remainder of the regular prisoners taken with him 

at Qneenstown, sailed from Quebec for Boston, at the 

beginning of a snow storm. Such were the known 

dangers in the navigation of the Gulf of St. Lawrence 

at thflit late season, that the ship could not have been 

insured at a premium of less than fi^ per cent, of her 

4* 
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▼alne. This cartel (Biitiah Bhip) was, however, staimch 
and well commanded. After being blown about at the 
mercy of a BnoceBrion of gales, she, at the end of twen- 
ty-three dajBf entered the Gut of Canao — a natural 
canal^ separating Ifova Scotia &om the Me of Cape 
Breton — and came to anchor in a coTe of the latter. 
Both shores were mountainous and uninhabited for an 
indefinite distance, except a single farmhouse in a small 
valley, opposite to the cove and near the water. This 
was occupied by Mr. Pain, a second Bobinson Crusoe. 
He had sailed from Boston in a smack for the banks 
of Newfoundland and other fishing grounds, in 1774:, 
before the outbreak of the Bevolution. Having made 
up the cargo in the Gut of Canso, Fain begged his 
companions to let him remain till tlie retmn of the 
party the following season. They assisted in building 
him a hut, and left with him a good supply of personal 
and bed clothes, some axes and other tools, a gmi, with . 
ammunition, fishing tackle, and such other stores as 
eould be spared — ^together with a Bible, Paradise Lost," 
and " The Pilgrim's Progress." Prayers were said at 
parting, and the smack sailed for home. This was the 
last that our adventurer saw of the human face di- 
vine," till the end of nine or ten years. The Kevolu- 
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tionaiy War sapenrenecL There was no more fiBhing 

and curing of ikh bj Americana on those gliores — the 
Out of Canso at that period not being navigated except 
by vefiBels driyen into it by Btrees of weather. There 
was no road and no trail across the mountains to any 
settlement whatever. 

For tiie first year, and, indeed, till his supplies be* 
gan to fail him, Mr. Pain, then young, did not lament 
his condition. Bat when the second and third seasons 
came, and again and again there was no letnm of his 
ftiends, it seemed evident they had abandoned him ; — 
his spirits drooped, and he was in danger of being lost 
in despair. lake Alexander Selkirk in similar circnm- 
stances, he might have exclaimed : 

I am monsrah of aH I bott^, 

My right there is none to dispute ; 
From the centre all round to the sea, 
I am lord of the fowl and the brute. 

** 0 f ilitude ! where are the charms, 
That sages have seen in thy face 
Better dwell in the midst of elaims, 
Than reign In thie honible place. 

**I am out of hnmani^a leaob, 
I muBt finiab mj jonn^ aUne^ 
Kerer hear the sweet musio of speech"** 

I start at the sound of my own. 
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^The iMMli tiitt fWBi <rrer plain, 

My form with indifference see ; 
They are bo unacquainted with man, 
' Thiir tmiwciiiB la ahudring to ma" 

Bnt man is the moet flexible and pliable of all ani- 
mals. According to hia own accoont, Mr. Pain soon 
learned to relish food without Bait; the moose deer and 
fleecy goat were abnndant, frmushing him with both 
food and and which he contriYed to mtrap 

after his powder and shot were ezhansted. So, too, in 
respect to wornout hooks and lines : these were re- 
placed by bonea and slips of skins, so that diere was no 
want of the finny prey.'' By the fifth year he began 
to like this new life as well as at first. His books were 
more than a solace to him, and the antobiographer can 
testiiy that he could accnrately recite, &om memory, 
; entire chapters of the Bible, and many of the books of 
^ Paradise Lost." Finally, when, at the end of the war, 
his old master in a smack came in search of him or his 
remains, he had become so attached to this new mode 
of existence that he refused to retmn to his native soiL 
A good supply of necessaries was again left with him. 
His little property at home was invested in cattle, 
wiih materials for a small house, some ftumitore, etc 
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— all of which were sent out to hun, with an old flUBter, 
a farm laborer, and a lad — a^rdatiye. Before 1812, 
some new oonnectionB and laborers had joined him, 
and he had become a thrifly farmer.* 

The proTisions for the paroled Boldiero, by the neg* 
lect of the BritiBh commisBariat, proved to be bad. 
The salt beef and pork had become rusty, and the 
» bread worm-eaten. This food had been on board, per- 
haps, a twelvemonth, and a part of the time in a hot 
climate. The scurvy soon appeared among the sol- 
diers. lientenant-Oolonel Scott threw in his personal 
stores (iresh beef, bread, onions, and potatoes), too 
small a stock to produce much benefit. But a fine ox, 
some aiieep, and a hnndred bushels of potatoes, bought 
of Farmer Pain, proved a godsend, stopping the disease 
at once. 

* It 18 not known that any memoir or notice of this interesting adren- 
turer has ever been published. 
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oou>iirx]:. and jjuwtssr-awx&Aju — voki qxobob — oa- 

DEXnSBUBG— HOOP-POItS OBBBK — VBEMOU MILLS. 

It hsB already been stated that lieatenant-Oolonel 
Scott, on aixiviBg at Waahington in January, 1813, 

found hunself exchanged. After a short interval, he 
was ordered to Philadelphia to take oommand of 
another battalion of his regiment (a double one — ^twen- 
ty companies) then nearly ready for the field. In the 
month of March he was appointed adjutant-general, 
with the rank of colonel, and promoted to the colonel- 
cy of his regiment about the same time. He continued 
to hold die two commissions for several months, occa- 
sionally quitting the staff for hours or a day to com- 
mand his own and other troops in battles, skirmishes, 
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aad forrays. With his battalion lie had joined the 
army under the command of Major-Geneoal Dearborn, 
on the Niagara frontier, early in May, and, as Hie chief 
of his staij^ first organized the service among all the 
staff departments, several of which were new and 
others xmlmown in the United States since the Bevo- 
lutionary War. In this labor he was greatly aided by 
an early edition of Th6ibault's Manuel GefUral d/u /Ser- 
vice des J^Ma-Mnffors CUtiiranm^ etc 

The first general movement of this army had for its 
object, by the capture of Tort George, to make the left 
bank of the Niagara the basis of farther operations. 
That work, on the river side, had been mnch damaged, 
May 26, by the batteries of Captains Towson and 
Archer (of Scott's regiment) at Yomigstown, opposite. 
Accordingly, on the next day, an embarkation com- 
menced &om a creek three miles east of the Niagara, 
some time before dayliii;Lt. Colonel Scott led the ad- 
yance gnard or forlorn hope, composed of a battalion 
of his own regiment acting as grenadiers, and a small- 
er one, imder Lieutenant-Colonel McFeely of the 22d 
In&ntry, and was followed by field batteries nnder- 
Colonel Moses Porter; JBoyd's, Chandler's, and Win- 
der's brigades, and a rear gnard (or reserve) under 
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Oolonel Maoomb— makiDg a force of about four thoii- 
sand Beven hundred men. The point of descent was 
the lake shore, a half mfle (or more) west of the montb 
of the ziTer. Oommodore Ohaimoey's fleet stood in 
as near as practicable, and by its Are, kept the enemj, 
under Brigadier-General Vincent, back a little, till the 
Amerioans, when near the shore, became a shield agamst 
tiiat flre. 

The wind was fresh and the surf high. Captain 
Perry, an old friend of Soott, who, from Lake Erie, 
had joined Chauncey as a volunteer, for the day, kind- 
ly took Scott in his gig and piloted the boats of the 
advaaee guard tiirough the surf and the brisk fire of 
the enemy. The beach was narrow and the bank pre> 
cipitous — from seven to eleven feet high, affording, 
generally, but slight foothold to elimbers. The first 
attempt at ascent was repulsed by the bayonet, and 
Scott, among others, tumbled backward. Major-Gen- 
eral Dearborn, a fine old soldier, saw, from the fieetj 
the fall, and honored the supposed loss of the chief of 
his staff with a tear. At the second attempt the bank 
was scaled — widi a loss of every fifth man killed or 
wounded; the line of battle was reformed, and a fiiri- 
ons charge made that drove more than twice the num- 
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ber of the enemy out of sight. This could not have 
been done bnt for tiie mtimidation caused by the fleet 
of rowboats seen following in Scott's wake. Porter 
and Boyd soon landed. !Not a horse accompanied the 
expedition ; but Scott, mounted on the charger of a 
colonel, a prisoner, had, in porsmng the enemy, to 
thread the village circumspectly, which gave time for 
Colonel Miller of the 6th Lifantry (Boyd's brigade) to 
unite with the advanoe. Passing Fort George, now 
untenable and still xmder the fire of the American bat- 
tOTiee at Yonngstown, two fbgitives were observed who 
bad just escaped from the fort. Scott, singly, chaiged 
and made them throw down their arms. They in- 
formed him that nearly all the garrison had, fifteen 



and that the few men remaining were spiking the guns 
and applying slow matches to the bastion magazmes^ 
DesironB to save these, he ordered that Captains Hind- 
man and Stockton's companies (of his own regiment) 
should join him at the fort, and that the remainder of 
the column should continue the pursuit. At his near 
approach, one of the magazines exploded. Horse and 
rider being both strudc by splinters, the latter was 
thrown to the^ground, with a broken collar bone and 
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some bruises. Nevertheless, aided by bis twg prison- 
en — the detachment from the oolimm being nearly np 
— Soott was the first to enter the fort. The last of the 
garrison escaped at the same moment. Hindman and 
Stodton flew to the two imezploded magazines jnst in 
time to pluck away the burning matches^ while Scott 
took the colors with his own hands.^ 

In a moment he was again m the saddley and re- 
joined his pursuing column already in the midst of the 
enemy's stragglers. Opposite to the Five Mile Meadow 
(that distance from the mouth of the ivret) Scott met 
Colonel Bum ^s senior colonel), who had just crossed 
over with a troop of his Light Dragoons. Another 
troop was approaching in boats, and Scott agreed to 
wait for it, as Bum conceded to him the command. 
This enabled Brigadier-General Boyd personally to 
overtake and order the whole pursuing force back to 
Fort George, against the remonstrances of Scott, who 
assured him (as he had replied to a like order pre- 
viously received from Major-Greneral Lewis) that, with 

• The down-haul halliard of the colors had been shot away by the 
oppooite bfttteriaa. Hence the retreating g^maou had nearly cut down 
the flagBtaH; when obliged to fly, leaviog the axe in position. With this 
in hto hand SootI floon hfrooght to tha 9MM^ 
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the reenforcement of the Light Dragoons, he could cap- 
tme the disoi^anized army then less than a mile ahead 
of him. £oyd, acting under instructionBy insisted on 
an immediate return I And thus termiuated the bat- 
tle of Port George, May 27, 1818 

Colonel Seott now limited hiinself mainly to his 
staff duties. The disaster of the 6th of June, at Stony 
Greek, lesnlting in the capture of the American gen- 
erals, Chandler and Winder, though the enemy was re- 
pulsed, caused Major-General Dearborn to send up his 
second in rank, Lewis, with Scott, to that headless 
army t — a renewed attack upon it being imminent. 

* Euly in the panolt (near the lake) Soott oame np with a woonded 
odonel, Just made a prisoner, and after g^Ting diieetiooe for Ma aafoty 

and comfort, borrowed tiie charger before mentioned. Calling to restore 
the property, and to provide for his wants, the Englishman handsomely 
obaerred: ^ We have revened our relative podtiaiiB of the kst autumn. 
ASkm me^ in the way of apology, to aay that yon can now aee the Jails 
of Niagara in all their splendor **— alluding to what he had said to Soott 
when the latter wafl the prisoner, viz. : that Scott, who had said some- 
thing on the Bubjeot — must win a great battle before he could have that 
enjoyment. This ssroastio remark was sharply rebuked at the tame, both 
hj the oflSanded party and the Biitish general, Sheallb^ at whose table it 
was made. 

f Tliis extraordinary result irresistibly brings to mind the siege of 
Grenuna m 1Y02. Pkinoe Eugene^ by a shigolar stratsg^ entered that 
dtyinthenightiaAiheheadof aoompetentitoroe; but was finally driven 
out by the gallant fkenoh garrison, wUihont olher loss than Oat of fhsir 
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On the capture of Chandler and Winder, letters 
came down firam that army to headquarters, at Fort 
Oeoige, requesting that Colonel Scott might be sent 
up to command it. But as he arrived with a major- 
general (Lewis) and a retreat was soon ordered from 
below, the general cry was heard — So(M to the rear 
gua/tdl That post of honor was given him, and the 
march of finrty-odd miles^ though flanked by hoetile 

oonunandfli^ lUnhal Duo de Tflleroi, who being eiptarad and seemed 
■I liie Tcrj entranee of the Anetriam, gare the ganiflon Hs triumph. 

Madame de Stael, on the subject of Russian despotism, wittOy said it was 
tmpered end checked bj the salutary practice of assa^sinalioii — applied 
to odkMui can. So among the French, before the Be?ohitioii, with their 
keen peraeption of the witty and the Indieroiu: a hwMm^ a jwk ^etprit, 
anonymously circulated, often rebuked and held in defiance the meditated 
designs and absolutism of the court. Villeroi, the foster-brother and only 
acknowledged &vorite Loois XTV eier had, waa made to feel thia power, 
when laid on the ahelf and rendered harmleea for a thne bythe fiiQowiqg 

epigram: 

FSranyais, rendez grAoe h Belloneu 
Votre bonheur est sans <^^al ; 
Yous avez conserve Cremone 
Bt perdu Totre gtotad.** 

Wlnder^a waa a hard fiile^ both at Stony Creek and (next year) at Bla- 

denaburg. With the elements of a good soldier, he, like Colonel Drayton, 
though poor, sacrificed to patriotism an extenstve law practice, which waa 
not recovered after the war. it ia a miaf(Nrtune to be|pn a new career 
with too nraoh rank, or rather, too late fax Ufe. 
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Indians on one side, and by the Brituh fleet on the 
other, was vninternipted. 

Another difiaster to our arms soon followed. Colonel 
Boerstler, June 23, 1813, was detached with aome six 
hundred men, of all arms, to attack a poBt at the Beaver 
Dams, near Queenstown, on the road thence to the head 
of Lake Ontario* The same day the whole of thia 
force, falling into an amboBcade^ was captured. 

These misadventures deeply affected the health and 
spiritB of Major-General Dearborn — ^who, before, had 
been much disordered by the lake fever. An order of 
recall soon reached him £rom the War Department. 
The officers of his army, remembering his high moral 
worth, his patriotism, valor, and miUtary distinction at 
Bunker Hill, Quebec, Monmouth, Yorktown, etc., etc., 
deeply sympathized with their venerable chief, and re- 
quested CdLonel Scott to be, at the moment of eeparar 
tion, the organ of their sentiments. A short, emphatic 
valedictory did much to soothe a wounded lieart. 

Major-Oeneral Lewis having been previously sent 
to Sackett's Harbor, the command on the J^iagara basis 
now devolved on Brigadier-General Eoyd — courteous, 
amiable, and respectable, as a subordinate; but vacil- 
lating and imbecile, beyond all endurance, 9A a chief 
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under high reaponaibilities. Fortunately, the British 
general-iBrctiie!^ then Major-Oenaral de Bottonburg, 
and his second, Ylncent, were equally wanting in en- 
terprise and execution. The Secretary of War, Greneral 
AxniBtrong, a great military critic and judge of charac- 
ter, instrocted Boyd to introidi his army, and not to 
seek a conflict, but await the arrival of Major-General 
TVilkmson* ftem New Qrieans. 

Thus the army of I^iagara, never less than four 
thousand strong, stood fixed, in a state of ignomiuj for 
Bome two months, under Bo jd, within five miles of an 
nnintrenched enemy with never more than three thou- 
sand five hundred men I 

This long inactiyity was slighlty enlivened by two 
night demonstrations of the enemy) in which some of 
the American pickets were driven in; by one affair 
between Indians of the opposing armies, and by a 
dozen or more skirmishes, growing oat of foraging 
operations, several of which turned out rather serious 
affiurs. Li most of these, Scott, without always seek- 
ing the service, either commanded originally, or vras, 

• The selection of this unprincipled imbecile was not the blunder of 
Secretary Armstrong. WiUdnsoo, whose orders were dated March 10^ 
1818, oontriff^d iiol to veaidi rtort a«ofge tm liie ^ 
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at the first sliot, sent out with reenforcementB, when, 
by aeniariiy, the oommand deyol^ed upon lum. For^ 
tunateljy though always attacked, he never lost a pris- 
oner or a wagon, and always returned with a loaded 
train. These saooesees in la petite guerre came near 
filing upon him the character of a partisan officer, 
whereas it was bis ambition to conduct sieges and com- 
mand in open fields, serried lines, and oolnnms. 

It is not remembered that the American friendly 
Indians were allowed to take part in that war except 
on the one occasion alluded to above. A little while 
beibre his recall, Major-General Dearborn assembled, 
in coimcil, the Seneca and other Indian chiefs, residing 
near Buffalo, when they were invited to fbmish a few 
hundred auxiliaries in the existing campaign, to serve 
the pm-poses of watching the legions of British Indians, 
of interpreting their moyements and intentions, and 
specially to prevail upon ihem to return to their native 
wilds — ^leaving the white belligerents, alone, to kill 
each other in the settlement of their own peculiar 
quarrel. Scott opened the council on the part of the 
general, and was replied to by Eed Jacket — the great 
orator as well as warrior among the redlnen. Ke was 
perfectly ready for all enterprises of hazard promising 
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diotinction ; but the surciibtic iiCiitlieii — all the other 
principal Ghie& were CbrbtiaiiB — oould not forbear, in- 
terpreting the invitatioiL in hia own way — hel^ ua to 
Imi Uic Br It ink — ^producing a contradictory letter from 
General Dearborn, wiittan early in 1812, as Secretary 
of War, in which neutrality, in the approaching ho&- 
tilities, was strictly enjoined on the part of all Ameri- 
ean Indiana. NeyertheleeB, the anziliarieB nnder the 
F(Mrmer^8 BroUi^er^ the venerable head chief; Pollard, 
the leader of the Christian party ; and Bed Jacket, the 
leader of the heathens, all promptly joined the army at 
Fort George. They contrived several interviews with 
many chiefii of the British Indians; bnt jieuled to per- 
suade them to a paeifie eourse. The Farmer's Brother, 
in the name of all his people, then solicited permission, 
. before returning home, to attack one of the hostile In- 
dian camps a little distance apart from the British 
r^ulars. This was granted, though the Americans, 
intrenched, were now under the injunction to stand on 
the defensive; and Scott, as adjutant-genial, was de- 
sired to instruct the Indians not to kill prisoners, and 
not to scalp the dead. FoUard and the other Qhiis- 
tians readily acquiesced, and demanded . cords ^ and 
strings for tying their captives. lied Jacket and his 
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pagan followers asked to be similarly prepared for suc- 
oess, when all set forward in high spirits^ and to the 
great amusement of the army. A battalion of infantry 
had been advanced halfway to the enemy's camp, some 
three miles off, to senre as a shield and sapport, in case 
the gallant assailants should be repulsed and hotly pur- 
sued. Passing the battalion, the Indians — not under- 
standing injunctions not to fight, in time of war! 
called out — Corns along} what 1 a/re you afraddf 
Oonceiye the deep humiliation; for the commander 
of the support was the distinguished Major William 
Gumming — brave, intellectual, and of sensibilities 
ahnost morbid. 

In the American camp, all were on the tiptoe of 
anxiety and e:^ectation \ but soon sharp cracks of 
rifles were heard, followed by a more painful silence. 
There was not an officer, nor a man who would not 
have been happy, if permitted, to rush out of the in- 
trenchments to support his red friends. In thirty 
minutes, however, shouts of triumph began to approach 
nearer and nearer. The enemy's (Indian) camp had 
been surprised, many of his red men killed or wounded, 
and sixteen made prisonm. When these were seen, 
each closely, pinioned and led by a string, the novel 

4 

5 
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spectacle produced Boch roars of delight as to be heard 
from camj^ to camp. 

Finding his position atheadqnarterB, finr the reasons 
already given, disgostingi Scott^ about midsummer, re- 

bigued his adjutant-generalcy, and limited himself* to 
the command of troope — his own regiment and others. 

Earlj in September it was determined to make a 
joint expedition against Buiiington Heights, in rear 
of the British army, where it was supposed would be 
found laige magazines of materiel and other important 
stores, guarded by a limited force ; and Scott, with a 
competent detachment, was embarked on board of 
Commodore C2hauncey's fleet for their capture. A 
landing and searcli were made, but nothing of value 
was there. It being now certain that the memy's 
grand depot of supplies was at York (Toronto), the 
capital of Upper 'Canada — captured and evacuated by 
General Dearborn in the preceding April — Ghanncey 
and Scott resolved to make a second descent upon that 
place. Tlie latter, with the land troops and marines, 
debarked and drove out the garrison after a sharp 
rencounter — the fortifications had not been renewed; 
and formed a cordon of pickets and sentinels, while 
the commodore emptied the public storehouses of their 
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abundaat contenta. T<eamiTig that there were many 

political offenders confined in the jail, Scott caused 
them (some were AmericanB) to be sent on board the 
fleet ; but gaye special instructions to leave all felons — 
persons charged with offences against morals — to abide 
their fate. 

'On reembarkingy he learned that some of the sailors 

had brought off from the public storehouses a few 
trunkB, belonging to British officers — tlie contents of 
whieh^uniforms, etc., he now saw flannting about the 
decks. Causing the broken and emptied trunks to be 
brought to him, he found left in one, niarked with the 
name of General Sheaffe — a mass of public and private 
papers* The latter, unread, were careftdly separated, 
and sent to the British headquarters. A sailor, who 
witnessed the investigation, showed the colonel the 
miniature of a beautiful lady, set in gold, taken out of 
another trunk that had upon it the name of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Harvey. It was concluded that this must be 
the likeness of the lieutenant-coloners young bride. 
Colonel Scott bought it of the sympathizing sailor for 
a small sum, and sent it to the gallant husband, with 
Sheaffe's private papers.* 

• It wM Hairej thai impriied and oaptarod Ghandler and Winder al 



DigitizecJ by Google 



100 hoik Armist (U Fori Owrge. 



Ou tiiu iUTival of Major-Gcneral Wilkinson at Fort 
Geofge^ Septanber 4, 1813^ Soott, as an offidal obligar 
tion, called upon him and gave aBsnrance that he should 
continue to execute, with zeal and alacrity, all duties 
that might be aaogned to him. In leas than a month 
(October 2) WiUdnson and nearly the whole regular 
force on the ^Niagara moved down Lake Ontario in the 
ftffther proBeeation of the campaign. Scott was 1^ in 
command of fort G^rge, with Bome seven hundred 
regulars, and a detachment of Colonel Swift's regiment 
of militia. One entire side of the fort — then under- 
going an extension — ^was still perfecUj open* The 
enemy — remaining in undiminished force, witliin five 
miles, and whom WiUdnson had declined to attack- 
could not be ignorant of the weakness of Scott's posi- 
tion. An early assault seemed, therefore, inevitable. 
Each officer (including the commander) and man 
worked upon the defences from fourteen to twenty 
hours a day. Ey the fourth night, however, so great 

Slony Greek, in June, fioott wee periMniaUy acquainted with him. Each, 
as ehiflf of the atafl^ in his own aimy, was the oomspondent of the other 
on the offloial bofllneBS oommon to their eommaiftden. In that way thcj 

had personally met with escorts, and under flags of truce. The intimacy 
thus formed was turned to a good account (in 1839), as will be seen in the 
seqiueL 
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had been the progress of these labors, that all became 
sDidoiis far an attack. (The &lloirizig official reports^ 
taken horn Am&rican State Papers — MiUtOMry AffcmrSy 
pp. 482, 483, will carry forward the narrative as far 
as rdates to the autobiographer.) 

From Colond Wmjldd Scott^ of tlie 2d ArtUlery^ to 

««F0BZ GioaGX, (kU}b€r ll^ 1818. 

Within the last five minutes I have had the honor 
to receiye your despatch by the Lady qftha Lake^ Cap- 
tain Mix. 

^ The enemy has treated me with neglect. lie con- 
tmned in his old position nntil Satorday last (the 9th 
inst.), when he took up his retreat on Burlington 
Heights, and has ahandoned the whole j^minsula. 
Two causes are assigned for this precipitate moTement 
— ^the succor of Proctor, who is reported to be entirely 
defeated, if not taken j the other, the safety of King- 
Bton, endangered by your movement. 

<<We have had from the enemy many deserters, 
most of whom concur in the latter supposition. 

^^The British burnt everything in store in this 
neighborhood; — ^three thousand bhmkets, many hun- 



Digitized by 



I 

I 

I 



102 Report to WUhin^on ContmuecL 

died fltand of arms; abo the UanketB in. the men's 

packsi and every article of clothing not in actual us«w 

They are supposed to have reached Burliiigton 
Heights last evening, from the rate of their march the 
night before. I have inibrmation of their having passed 
* the 40 ' * by several inhabitants who have come down. 
They add to what was stated by the deearters, that two 
officers of the 41st had joined General Yincent ixom 
Proctor's army, with information that Proctor was de- 
feated eighteen miles this side of Maiden. I cannot 
get particnlaiB. 

" From the same sources of intelligence it appears 
that the 49th, a part of the lOOth, and the Yoltigemrs, 
moved from this neighborhood the day after our flotilla 
left this^ the 3d inst. ; but with what destination is not 
certainly known» 

It was first reported (I mean in the British camp) 
that thesfe regiments had marched to support Proctor, I 
who, it is said, wrote that he would be compelled to 
surrender, if not snpported«t 

* Fort^ MUb Greek— that distaoee from Niag^ 

f Ph>efcor was deiSHited, and the BriCiBh and Lidiaa Ibroe in the norOi- 

west routed, on the 6th of October, 1818. 

The rumor which Scott speaks of was six dajs after the event, and 
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I am pretly sure, however, that they are gone l)e- 

low. The movement of our army seems to have been 
known in the British lines aa early as the 8d inst, to- 
gether with the immediate objects in view : hence I 
have no dif^culty in concluding that all the movementg 
of the enemy will concentrate at Kingston. 

« ^ ^ ^ j^g^ made this morning an arrange- 
ment, on application to General McClure, to be re- 
lieved in the command of this post, on the morning 
of the 13th inst., with an intention of taking up my 
hne of march for Sackett's Harbor, according to the 
discretion allowed me in the inBtrnctions I had the 
honor to receive ^om you at this place. My situation 
has become truly ingupportable, without the possibility 
of an attack at this post, and without the possibility of 
reaching you in time to share in the glory of impend- 
ing operations below. I am, however, flattered with 
the assurance that transports will be forwarded for my 
removal; and to favor that impression, I propose taking 
up my line of march on the morning of the 13th for 
the mouth of Gbnesee Biver, and there await tibe arrival 
of the vessels you are good enough to promise me. By 

WM BO doubt brou^t in either by offioen or Indiins from the defeated 

army. 
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ihis movement Oaptain Mix thinks with me^ that I . 
shall hasten mj arrival at Sackett's Harbor iivei posai- 
bly ten days. Captain Camp * (the qnartermaster) has 
a snffident nnmber of wagons to take me thither. I 
can easily make that place by the evening of the 15th. 
I hope I shall have your approbation, and everything 
is arranged with Brigadier McGlmre. * * * * I have, 
by working night and day, greatly improved the de* 
fences of this post, and nearly fiUed up the idea of the 
engineer. I flatter myself that I have also improved 
the garrison in discipline." * ^ * * 

Wilkinson's abwtive campaign ended, Scott was 
called to Washington for a day or two. 

Extracts of a Letter from Colonel Wh^dd Scott to tlve 

.Secretary of War. 

» ^ GxoBGKiowNy December 81, 181S. 

At your desbe, I liave the honor to make the fol- 
lowing report: — left Fort George on the Idth of 
October last, by order of Major-General Wilkinson 

with the whole of tlie regular troops of the garrison, 

* Colonel J. G. Camp, a distixiguished officer m the campaign of 1814, 
on the Niagum. 
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and waa rdieYed by Brigadier-General MoQare,* wiHx 
a body of the Xew York detaclied iiiilitia. 

Fort Gleorge, as a field work, might be conBideved 
as complete at that period. It was garnished with ten 
pieces of artillery (wliich number might easily have 
been increased from ibe spare ordnance of the opposite 
Ibrt), and with jeui ample supply of ammunition, etc., 
as the enclosed receipt for those articles will eidiibit. 

^< Fort Kiagara, on the 14ih of October, was imder 
the immediate command of Captain Leonard of the 1st 
artillery, who, besides his own company, had Captain 
Bead's of the same regiment, together with such of 
Otenml McQnre's brigade as had refused to cross the 
river. Lieutenant-Colonels Fleming, Bloom, and Dob- 
bins, of the militia, had sncoessiyely been in command 
of this fort, by order of the brigadier-general, bat I 
think neither of these was present at the above period. 
Major-Gtoeral Wilkinsan, in his .order to me for the 
remoyalof the regolar troops on that frontier, excepted 
the two companies of the Ist artillery, then at Fort 

* On the approach of the enemy, MoOlure evacuated the fort and 
bamt the a^i^^iimig TUlagd— 4hflii Kewark, now Niagara. This soon ]ed 
to tlie dflftstation of «hai «ntiio finnitier, faidading BnflUo. 80 pniio m 
mm to imitate mrU eiamples 1 
5* 
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Niagara. And under the sapposition that I should 
meet water transportatioii for my detachment at the 
mouth of Gtenesee Biver, I had his orders to take with 
me the whole of the convalescents left in the difCerent 
hospitals by the regiments whieh had accompanied 
him. This order I complied with." 

Kotwitfastanding Chamicey's promise to send trans- 
ports to the iN^iagara, and Wilkinaon'Si to the month of 
the Oenesee, Scott, on arriving at the latter, found only 
the despatch vessel, The lady of the Ldke^ with a let- 
ter firom the commodore saying that, contrary to his 
entreaties, Wilkinson would not allow any part of the 
fleet to be absent fbnr days without throwing the re^ 
sponsibility, in case of a fidlure of his expedition 
wholly on the navy. Hence Scott was forced to con- 
tinue his march upon Sacketf s Harbor, via Canan- 
daagna, Utiea, Booneville, etc. The rainy season had 
commenced, and the bad roads were daily becoming 
worse. Fortunately he met north of TJtica the Sec- 
retary of War, General Armstrong, returning firom 
Sackett's Harbor, who had seen Wilkinson depart 
tlience for Montreal; but tliiiikiiig tliat Scott, by leav- 
ing his column under the next in rank (Hindman), and 
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Btrikioig off to the right, via Malone, might intercept 
the desoent — gave the colonel penniflBioii to make the 
attempt. Siding diligentlj for Bome thirty honre, 
with his adjutant Jonathan Kearsley — who early won 
the rank of major bj distuigiiished gaUantry, bat so 
maimed as to be thrown out of the field — Scott struck 
the river at Waddington many miles below Ogdens- 
bnrg where Wilkinson, with his nsoal dilatormess, 
had bew making preparations to pass the enemy's 
fort — Wellington — opposite. After^a short sleep and 
change of horses, Scott was again in the saddle, and 
reported himself at headquarters November the 6th, 
just in time to pass the enemy's fire in the headmost 
and largest craft in the whole flotilla. The scene was 
most sublime. The roar of camion was unremitting, 
and darkness rendered visible by the whizsiug and 
bursting of shelU and Congreve rockets. 

The next day Scott was assigned to a fine battalion 
of grenadiers, in the corps cPeUte^ under the senior 
colonel, Macomb, who was in the advance, aud thus 
the fomer became the commander of the advance of 
that corps — ^which jplaced him in the lead of the whole 
army. Hastening to hi& position he found the grena- 
diers in boats and pushing offshore. He had but time 
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to leap aboard, when, bemg recogniaBed, loud eheers 
welcomed the new commander. 

The flnt olijeet was to take Fort Matilda, that 
eommanded the nairoweet point in the St Lawrence. 
' Scott landed about sunset a little above the work, aad 
was there met by a detachment of the enemy that 
proved to be the ganison of Matilda — ^beiieved, by 
them, to be untenable. A sharp afiair ensued. The 
advance made some prisoners, among them an officer ; 
killed or woonded many men, and dispersed the re- 
mainder. 

Descending the river the advance had, on the 11th 
of November a more serious a&ir at Hooppole Creek, 
a little above ComwalL Here were met, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Dennis, an officer of merit, a force equal 
to Scott's (about ei^t hundred men) in position to de- 
fend the bridge. Leaving Captain McPherson with a 
light field battery — other troops were coming up — to 
amuse the enemy^ Scott stole a march of nearly a mile 
to the left, and forded the creek which, making an 
acute angle with the river below, gave the hope of 
hemming in and capturing the whole of the enemy. 
Dennis discovered the movement in time to save by a 
precipitate retreat the main body of his men. The 
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Tear, Iioweter, was eat off, and many Btragglen jKioked 

up in a hot pursuit that was continued into the night* 

TUa affair, and the diaaater at Ohrysaer'B Field, 
fifteen milea in the rear, occoired the same day, and 

were the principal conflicts of Wilkinson's iiEunous cam« 
. paign — ^begun in boastings, and ended in deep humili- 

'ationl Montreal was still within the easy grasp of 
half the troops disgraced by their oommanders at 
Chrjstler's Pield; but the fatuity of the general-in- 
obief (and of others) made snooeBs almost impossible. 
The army, in disgust, retreated out of Canada; as- 
cended the Sahnon Iliver, and passed the winter at 
The French IGUsp— since calleSF Fort Covington— in 
latitude 45^ 
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BEFLBOnOHB OV FAST DIBA8TEB8— OAIXBD TO WABUUItt* 

TON — BUFFALO — CAMP OF INSTBUCmON— OAJbiPAIGN OF 
1814 OFIERXD. 

Thb patriot reader, Btirred with indignation at the 

deplorable I068 of national character, lil'e, and property 
Bnstained by Hull's snmnder; the surprise of Chand- 
ler at Stony Creek; the capture of Soerstler at the 
Beaver Dams ; the abandonment of Eort George, by 
UcOpre ; the Tacfllation and helplessness of at least 
three generals and many colonels in the disaster of 
Chrystler's — will aak, at every turn: What I Shall 
not fatuity, incapacity, ignorance, imbecilily — call it 
as yon may — in a commander— of whatever rank — be 
eqnally punished with cowardice, or giving aid and 
comfort to the enemy? Shall a dull man, who ascer- 



Digitized by Google 



tains that he can get a little money in the army — ^not 
having the ability to earn his txread at home — and, ao- 
cordingly, obtains a conmuBoLont Shall a coxcomb, 
who merely wants a splendid nnifonn to gratily his 
peacock yanify— be allowed mmecesBarily to lose his 
men by hmidreds, or by thousands, to smrender them 
in mass, or to cause them to be beaten by interior 
snmbers ;-H}ha]l saeh imbeciles escape ignominious 
pmiishmentt Li every such case^ Hmnani^ — as loud- 
ly as Justice— calls for death. 

In the AnaUetio Jfagaeine (Philadelphia) for 
December, 1814, there is a ^^Biographical Sketch of 
Major-General Scott," signed F. — ^understood to be 
the distinguished scholar and statesman — ihe Hon<»^ ' 
able Gulian G, Yerplanck— containing reflections of 
great beauty, force, and value on the same campaign. 
The writer says : 

From whatever cause it proceeded, individual 
bravery and CTtevpnse had been nnifbrmly rendered 
abortive by a long series of delays and blunders. The 
patriot, who, regardless of party considerations, looked 
solely to the national honor and wel&re, still continued 
to turn away his eyes from the northern frontier— 
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^heartfiick of his country's shame.' Even the most 
xealons partisttnB of the measom of the administraliQii 
did not dare to do justice to the numeroua ezampleB of 
prowess and conduct which had been displayed in our 
armies in the ooarse of the campaign of 1818. It was 
scarcely Bogpected by the public, that this period of 
disaster had served as a touchstone on which the true 
temper of our army had been thoroughly tried, bo that 
it had now become easy to Belect the pure metal from 
tlie dross ; that in this hard school of adversity many 
brave and high-spirited young men had been formed 
into acoompliahed officerB, and, on the other hand, 
many an empty fop, young and old, who had been 
Bedoeed into the Bervioe by the glitter of epaulets and 
lace, and military buttons, had been Beverely taught 
his incompetency. The rude northern gales of the 
frontier had Bwept away the paiilted insects which rise 
and spread their wings in the summw son, but served 
only to rouse and invigorate those eagle spirits who, 
during the calm, cower undisturbed in soHtnde and 
silence, but as the tempest rises burst forth from their 
obscurity, and stem the storm, and sport themselves in 
the gale.** 
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Early in 1813, the great contest on Lake Ontario 
commenced between the ship carpenters at Kingston, 
under Sir James Yeo, and fhe ship carpenters, imder 
Commodore Chaimcey, at Sacketta Barbor, He that 
launched the last ship sailed in triumph up and down 
the lake, while his opponent lay snug, but not inactiye, 
in harbor. This was (say) Ghamieey's week of glory. 
Sir James's was sure to follow, and Chauncey, in turn, 
liad to chafe in harbor, while preparing another launch 
far recovering the mastery of the lake. This contest 
might have been continued, without the possibility of . 
a battle for tfn indefinite time. It did not end with 
1814 ; for the treaty of peace (Febmary, 1815) found 
on the stocks, at Sacketts Harbor, two mammoth ships 
—the Chippewa and New Orleans — ^pierced for more 
than a hundred guns each, only waiting ibr a thaw ; 
and Sir James Yeo was always ready to match launch 
with launcli. 

Thus the two naval heroes qf defeat held each other 
a Uttle more than at arms-leugth — ^neither being will- 
ing to risk a battle without a decided superiority in 
guns and men ; and if Wilkinson complained of the 
non-capture of the British fleet, Chauncey was ready 
with the retort that Wilkinson ought first to deprive 
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that ileet of its 8a£9 refuge by taking Kingstcnu In 
iact, in the plan of operations prescribed to Wilkinson 

the capture of Kingston was suggested as an earlj ob- 
jeet of attention. WiUdnson, however, as we have 
seen, preferred to take Montreal! Here then waa 
found, in tliis extraordinary campaign, more than one 
. case of (seeming) matehleBS imbecility, wdl matched, 
j This war was not sprung upon the United States 
by sui-prise. From time to time, and for years, wrong 
. npon wrong had plainly admonished that base Babmi&- 
\ sion or resistance d autrcmce was inevitable, and the 
• weaker party liad the clioice of time. *Yet there was 
^ \ bnt slight augmentation of the land and naval forces, 
; even under such powerful inducements, and no system 
of finance established. Loans, it is true, were author- 
ized; but no adequate means provided for interest and 
I xedemption. Hence, irom the beginning to the end 
of hostilities, there was a want of money and men. 
Indeed, seven tenths of the moneyed capital of the land 
were in the hands of the war's bitterest opponents. 
With money, men might have been obtained, and with 
men, victories would have inspired confidence, and thus 
the cupidity of capitalists allured. Hence it was that 
our fifty-odd regular regiments were mostly skeletons 
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(scarcely one eyer half ftill) during the war, and we 

always in oar triumphs, attacked or defended with in- 
l^or numbers, except in a few instances, when equal- 
ity was made up by raw TolnnteeiB or militia — oftener 
an element of weakness than of strength. This was 
extremely discouraging to commanders, like Scott, 
w^oae rank, zeal, and eflELciency threw them into the 
front of every movement. 

It has been seen that Oolonel Soott, abont the end 
of the year 1813, was called to Washington by desire 
of the President. He had had only three interviews 
with him and Ur. Secretary Armstrong, when a depo- 
tation from Western If^ew York, headed by the Hon. 
John Mcholas, of Geneva (ex-M. C. from Virginia) 
arrived, to demand that Scott might be sent to make 
head against the enemy on the Niagara frontier, which 
had just been devastated by Major-General Biall, in re- 
taliation (as alleged) for Mcdnre's bnming the village 
of Newark. £iall having,, by a rapid movement, dis- 
mayed and scattered the militia from Lake Ontario to 
Lake Erie almost without firing a gun, it was not 
known how fru* he might extend his trinmphant march 
into the interior. For a time the alarm extended as 
fior east as Gknoieva and Oanandaigua. Scott was hasti- 
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\j despatched acoordinglj; but instructed to stop a 
momeiit at Albany, in order to make requiBitions upon 
the Governor for firesh levies of militia; to prepare 
field trains, with ammunition, etc., etc., for his new I 
misfiiony and in order that the appointment of briga- 
dier-general miglit overtake him, as, without promo- 
tion, he oould not command any militia general officer. 
But it was soon known at Washington that the enemy 
had quietly recrossed the xsiagara, and as the War 
Department wished about tiiis time to make a number 
of new generals at once, Scott's promotion was made to 
wait for the selection of the other names. In the mean 
time be continued to assist in the Albany arsenal in 
the preparation of the materiel of ^war for the im- \ 
pending campaign, imder the valuable instructions of 
CJolonel Bomfbrd, who was well skilled in such opera- 
tions. 

At this dark period of the war, Albany, rather than : 
Washington, was the watehtower of the nation, and 
here Scott, durijig this hindrance on the route to 
Canada, was, by the desire of the President, and their 
cordial reception, in frequent consultation— on high 
political and military matters^with those distinguish- 
ed statesmen and patriots — Governor Tompkins and 
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Judges Spencer and Thompson — ever atterward his 
special MendB. Two otiier eminent citizens — If eBfiieois 
JenkinB and Bloodgood — were often present, and in- 
deed it was at the board of some one of the fiye — all 
hospitable — that these confidential mtendewB were 
nsually held. In the !North Judge Spencer was, truly, 
very like Judge Spencer Boane in the South — ^the 
master spirit of the war ; — ^a man that never doubted, 
when duty called, or shirked an opinion. With him, 
it was but a word and a blow. Down wUh that mem I 
a poltroon, a traitor." IPp wUh this mml the coun- 
try needs his services.'' And the result was, very gen- 
erally, in accordance with the dictum. 

It may be mentioned, in this connection, that the 
late ex-President Yan Buren — ^ihen just emerging into 
distinction^ a State senator and adjunct counsel in the 
prosecution of Hull before a general court martial— 
now began to make time, from the labors of the Senate 
and tlie bar, to mix a little in the reunions alluded to. 
He abl J supported the war, and had the confidence of 
all its friends. 

Finally, about the middle of March, 1814, Scott , 
recdved, at the age of twenty-seven and nine months, | 
the long-coveted rank of brigadiergeneraL His prep- 1 
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arationA had beeu made in advanoei and the next morn- 
ing he was in the saddle for where 

Major-General Brown, appointed to command the 
entire frontier of New York, had marched some days 
earlier ^m the French Milk for the same destination, 
with the 9th, 11th, 2lBt, 22d, 23d, and 25th regiments 
of infantry (not one of them half fall); several field 
batteries and a troop of light dragoons. Scott joined 
him some miles east of Buffalo, March 24, 1814. Brig- 
adier-General Biplej, Scott's jimior, was with those 
troops. 

The major-general, though full of zeal and vigor, 
was not a technical soldier: that is, knew but little of 
organization, tactics, police, etc, etc He, therefore, 
charged Scott with the establishment of a camp of in- 
stmction at Bnfiialo, and the preparation of the army 
for the field by the reopening of the season. In the 
mean time — and while waiting for the recruits (which 
never came) to fill np the regiments — Major-General 
Brown returned to the right wing of his department — 
then called District^ JSo. 9 — ^headquarters, Sackett's 
Harbor. 
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The Bpring, in the region of Buffalo, is, till late in 
Hay, inclement, and March quite wintry. Ko time, 

however, was lo&t; the camp was formed on very eligi- 
ble gronnd ; the infantry thrown into first and second 
brigade»— the latter nnder Bapley, and the Bervice of 
outposts, night patrols, guards, and sentinels organized ; 

a system of sanitary police, includiag kitchens, etc., 
laid down; roles of civiliiy, etiquette, courtesy — ^the 
indispensable outworks of subordination — ^prescribed 
and enforced, and the tactical instruction of each arm 

« 

commenced. Kothing but night or a heavy faQ of 
mow or rain was allowed to interrupt these 
on the ground — ^to the extent, in tolerable weather, of 
ten hours a day, for three months. As relaxation, both 
o£9cerB and men were thus brought to sigh for orders 
to beat up the enemy's quarters ; but the commander 
knew that such work" could not be effidctaally done 
without the most laborious preparation. His own 
labors were heavy and incessant. Take for Ulustrar 
tion mfa/rd/ry taciica y the basis of instruction for cav- 
alry and artillery as welL As Government had pro- 
vided no text book Brigadier-General Scott adopted, 
for the anny of the Niagara, the French system, of 
which he had a copy in the original, and there was ijK 
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camp aiuHiher, in English — a bad translation. He be- 
gan by farming the offioera of all grades, indificrimi* 
natelj into aqnads, and personaUj inBtmcted them, in 
the Bchools of the soldier and company. They then 
were allowed to inatmct squads and companies of th^ 
own men — a whole Held of them under the eye of the 
general at once, who, in passing, took successively 
many companies in hand, each for a time. So, too, on 
the formation of battalions ; he instruoted each an hour 
or two a day for many days, and afterward carefully 
snperintended their instmctian -by the respective field 
officers. There was not an old officer in the two 
brigades of infantry. Still, if the new appointments 
had been ftumished with a text book, the saving of time 
and labor would have been immense. 

The brigadier-general's labors were about the same 
in req)ect to lessons on subjects alluded to above, other 
than tactics (measures of safety to a camp, near the 
enemy; police, etiquette, etc.), Xo book of general 
r^ulations or MMUury InsUiutes^ had been provided 
This great want he had to supply orally and by writ* 
ten orders. (It will be seen that text books on all the 
foregoing subjects were subsequently prepared and 
published by the autobiographer.) 
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The ewhaionB ^ the Mm, or the hamonians moTe- 

meats of maaj battalions iu one or more lineB, with a 
roBerve— OIL the flame prinoiple tiiat xnany oompanies 
are maniBayred together in the same battalion, and 
with the same ease and exactuesa — were next daily ex- 
hibited for the first time by an American army, and to 
the great delight of the troops themselves, who now 
' began to perceive why they had been made to fag so 
long at the di*ill of the soldier, the company, and the 
battalion. C!onfidenoe, the dawn of Tictoiy, inspired 
the whole line. 

Toward the end of Jmie, 1814, Major -General 
Brown returned from the right to the left wing of his 
district, to open the campaign on the Niagara, though 
it bad become rather the expectation, if not the desire 
of the War Departmmt, that that service should be left 
to Scott, the immediate commander. The regiments 
from the failure to obtain recruits, were still but skele- 
tons. 'Their high iostruction on all points of dnty 
won for them, however, the major-general's admiration. 

With a^yi^w to the jpreaUge of the day, Scott rather 
wished to make the descent on our national anniver- 
sary ; but Brown's impatience being equal to his vigor, 

we anticipated a day, although the means of passing 
6 
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the loot of Lake Erie to attack the fort of that name 
opposite to Buffalo^ were not all quite in position. For 
the preparation of thoee means, the army was indebted 
to the extraordinary zeal and abUitiee of its quarter- 
master, Captain John G. Camp, who, with other high 
elaimB to promotion, oontinned tiie dhief in tiiat branch 
of the staff thronghout the campaign, without other re- 
ward than compliments.* 

Scott, with his brigade led, followed by Major Hind- 
man't artillery, Brigadier-General Bipley's brigade of 
regulars, and Brigadier-General P. £. Porter's brigade 
of militia ; Ripley was ordered to land above the fort. 
Scott, in the first boat, with some one hundred and 
fitty men and accompanied by his staff — Captain Camp, 
the quartermaster (a volunteer for the nonce), and Lieu- 
tenants Gterard D. Smith, W. J. Worth, and "Glearge 
Watts — steered for the shore, a little below the point of 
attack. The place of landing proved to be a cove, 
swept by a whirlpooL The night (about 3 o'clock a. h.) 
was rather dark; but the enemy, perceiying the ap- 
proach, planted a detachment to oppose the landing. 
Near tiie shore, when the enemy's fire b^an to be a 

* He was disbanded in 1816 ; made and lost fortunes in Buffalo and 
Sanduakj \ was several years Marshal in Florli , and died in 1860. 
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little galliiig upon the crowd in the boat0| Scott had a 
most critical adventure. Sounding with his sword, he 
found the water lees than knee deep, when perBonally 
leaping out, instead of giying the command— ^022(ho 
me ! had scarcely time to exclaim — too deep I to save 
hundreds firom drowning; for, at the instant, before 
leaping, his boat had taken a wide sheer, and he had 
to swim for his Hfe, equallj in jeopardy from fire and 
water— encumbered with sword, epaulets, cloak, and 
high boots. It was a minute or two, still under fire, 
before the boat could be brought back to pick him up. 
Again the first in the water, and promptly followed by 
detachments of his brigade, the shore was deared at 
once, and the fort invested below just as the other 
troops were landing. 

The fort, like its gamson, being weak, and no 
known succor at hand, a formidable resistance could 
not be offered. Some heavy pieces of artillery were 
placed in batt^ and a few shots exchanged, when the 
major-general asked Scott to name an officer to bear, 
under a flag of truce, his demand for a surrender. 
Hajor Jesup, of Scott's brigade, was selected for this 
honorable service, and articles of capitulation were 

soon agreed upon. 
■ 
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CHAPTER X. 

* 

BUmilHO FIGHT — OHIFFEiWA« 

Ths night had been rainy; but a bright sim cheered 
the invaders on the morning of the glorious Fourth of 
July. To seek the enemy below, Scott was early de- 
tached with his brigade — ^the 25th Infantry, command- 
ed by Major T. S. Jesup ; the 9th by Major H. Leaven- 
worth, and the 11th by Major J. McNiel, together with 
Captain S. D. Harris's troop of light dragoons, and 
the light batteries under Major Hindman, of Captains 
K. Towson and Thomas Biddle of Scott's late regiment 
of artillery. 

Early in the march, a little above Blackrock, a con- 
siderable body of the enemy was discoyered. It proved 

■ 

to be a corps of observation under the command of the 
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Marquefls of Tweedale. All heartB leaped with, joy at 
the chance of doing aomething worthy of the anni- 
versary, and to cheer onr desponding countrymen at 
home — Bomeihing that might ever, on that retiiming 
day— 

Be in tbeir flowing oape, fieshlj ranembered." 

The events of the day, however, proved most tanta- 
lizing. Aneagerpursuitof sixteen miles ensued. The 

heat and dust were scarcely bearable ; but not a man 
flagged. All felt that immortal &me lay within reach. 
The enemy, however, had the start in the race by many 
minutes \ but his ^cape was only insured by a number 
of sluggish creeiks in the way, each with an ordinary 
bridge^ and too mnch mnd and water to be forded near 
its mouth. The floors of those bridges were, in succes- 
sion, tbrown off by the marquess, but he was never 
allowed time to destroy the sleepers. Taking up po- 
sitions, however, to retard the relaying the planks, 
obliged Scott to deploy a part of his column and to 
open batteries. G^ie first bridge, forced in that way, 
the chase was renewed, and so was the contest at two 
other bridges, precisely in the manner of the first and 
with the same results. Finally, toward sunset, the 
enemy were driven across the Chippewa Biver behind 
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a strong ttte de j^tU^ wliere thej met their main army 
under Major-general BiaU. 

Thii nmning fight, of some twelve honzB, was re- 
markable in one circnmstanoe: in the campaigns of 
the antobiograplier, it was the first and only time that 
he ever fonnd himself at the head of a force superior to 
that of the enemy in his front : their relative numbers 
being, on this occasion, about as four to three. 

The Marquess of Iweedale, a gallant soldier, on a 
visit to the United States soon after peace, made sev- 
eral complimentary allusionB to the prowess of our 
troops in the war, and partioularly to the events of the 
4th of July, 1814, on the It^iagara — among them, that 
he could not account for the impetuosity of the Ameri- 
cans, in that pursuit, till a late hour, when some one 
called out — it is their NatMmal AnnvverBory I ^ 

The proximity of BiaU reveiised the strength of the 
antagonists, and Scott, unpursued, fell back a little more 

m 

* Soott pMtixig through Loudon, in 1816, to Parifli met the MaiqueaB 
of Tweedale in the street, when the perties kindly recognised eaeh other. 
The Ifttter was on the point of setting ottt for flcotiimdi and the fbrmer for 

Franoe. Scott was assured ef a weloome at Tester House, the seat of the 
marquess, if he should visit Scotland. This meeting soon became strange^ 
ly mlBrepreaented, on both si^ of the Atlantio, to the great amioyaiuM 
of UwpwtiM. 
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than a mile, to take up a strong camp beliiud Street's 
Greek, ta await the airiyal of the reeerre under Major- 
Geoeral Brown. The junction took place early in the 
* momiiig of tlie 5th. 

Brown lost no time in giving orders to prepare the 
mateiialB for throwing a bridge across the Ghippewa, 
some little distance above the village and tlie enemy 
at its month. (There was no travelling jpofUon with 
the army.) That work was put under the charge of 
our able engineers, Mcfiee and Wood — ^the wise coun- 
sellors of the general-in-chie£ This was the labor of 
the day. Tn the mean time the British militia and In- 
diauftiilled the wood to our left and annoyed the pick- 
ets posted in its edge. Porter's militia were ordered 
to dislodge the enemy, and mudii skirmishing ensued 
between the parties. 

The anniversary dinner cooked for Scott's brigade, 
with many extras added by him in honor of the day, 
happily came over from Schlosser on the 5th, and was 
soon despatched by officers and men, who had scarcely 
broken fitst in thirty-odd hours. 

To keep his men in breath, he had ordered a parade 
for grand evolutions in the cool of the afternoon. For 
this purpose there was below the creek, a plam extend- 
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ing back from the Kiagant of swie hundreds of yards 
^ in the broader part^ and a third narrower lower down. 

From the dinner, without expecting a battle, though 
fhHy prepared for one, Seott marched for this field. ' 
The view below from his camp was obstmcted by the 
brushwood that fringed the creek; but when arrived 
near the bridge at its month, he met Majoi^Qeneral 
Brown, coming in at full gallop, who, in paseing, said 
with emphasis : You wHl ham a hatUel and, without 
halting, pushed on to the rear to put Bipley's brigade 
in motion— anpporing that Scott was perfectly aware 
of the near approach of the entire liritish army and 
going out expressly to meet it. . .The head of his 
(Scott's) column had scarcely entered the bridge before 
it was met by a fire, at an easy distance, from nine 
field guns. Towson's battery quickly responded with 
some effect. The column of our infiintry, greatly elon- 
gated by the diminution of front, to enable it to pass 
die narrow bridge, steadily adyanced, though with 
some loss, and battalion after battalion when over, 
formed line to the left and front, under the continued 
fire of the enemy's battery. When Scott was seen ap- 
proaching the bridge. General Biall, who had dispersed 
twice his numbers the winter beibre, in his expedition 



Digitized by Google 



£cMe Ckw^tied—A New Ammermry, 129 

on the American side, said : It is noffimg hit a 'body of 
Buffalo nyiUiial But whm the l»ridge was passed in 
fine Btjle, under big heavy fire of artillery, he added 
with an oath: Why^ these are regulars! The gray 
ooatB at first deceived him, which Scott was obliged to 
accept, there b^g no blue doth in the country. (In 
compliment to the battle of Chippewa, our militiu-y 
cadets have worn gray coats ever since.) Two hostile ' 
lines were now in view of each other, but a little be- 
yond the efiective range of musketry. 

It has been seen that the model American brigade, 
notwithstanding the excessive vigor and prowess exert- 
ed the day before, had failed in the ardent desire to 
engraft its name, by a decisive victory, on the great 
national anniversary. The same corps again confront- 
ing the enemy, but in an open field, Scott, riding rapid- 
ly along the line, threw ont a few short sentences — 
among them, alluding to the day before, was this: 
Let u8 make a new a/nnvvergary for ov/rsel/vea! Not 
finding his name in llie official paper (Oazette) after 
his handsome services at the capture of Bastia and 
Calvi, eaiiy in his career, ^N'elson with the Bi>irit of 
divination upon him, said : 5^ Never mind ; I will have 

a Qasette of my own*" A little arrogance, near the 
6* 
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eaeokjf when an officer iB ready to suit the action to 
the word, may be pardoned by his countrymen. And 
it has often happened, if not always, when FomrdiB of 
July have &llen on Snndaya, that Chippewa has been 

remembered at the celebrations of Independence on 
the 5fh of Jnly. 

The brigade had acarcely been folly deployed, 
when it was perceived that it was outflanked by the 
enemy on the plain, besides the invisible force that had 
just driven Porter and the militia ont of the wood. 
Critical mancsuvring became necessary on the part of 
Scott ; for the position and intentions of Brown, with 
Bipley and Porter, were, and remained entirely nn-* 
known to him till the battle was over. The enemy 
continuing to advancCj presented a new right flank 
on the widened plain, leaving his right wing in the 
wood which Scott had caused to be confronted by 
Jesup's battalion, the 25th Infautrj, which leaped the 
fence, checked, and soon poshed the enemy toward the 
rear. At the same time having ordered that the right 
wing of the consolidated battalion (9th and 22d Infan- 
try) commanded by Leavenworth, ehoold be thrown 
forward, with Towson's battery on the extreme right, 
dose to the Niagara, Scott flew to MdNiel's battalion, 
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ihe llih Infantzy, now on the left, and aBBisted in 

throwJjQg forward its left wing. The battalion8 of 
Loavenwoiiih and IfcKiel thns fonned, pointed to an 
obtoBB angle in the centre of the plaiii^ with a wide in- 
terval between them, that made up for d^ciency of 
nnmbers. To fire, eaeh party had halted more than 
once, at which the Americaod had the more deadly 
aim. At an approximation to vdthin sixty or seventy 
paces, the final charge (mntaal) waa oommenced. The 
enemy aoon came within the obliqued battalions of 
Leavenworth and MoNieL Towson's fire was eifeo- 
tive from the beginning. At the last moment, blinded 
by thick smoke, he waa about to lose his most effeotiTe 
discharge, when Scott, on a tall charger, perceiving 
that the enemy had come within the last range of the 
battery, caused ^ change that enfiladed many files of 
the opposing flank. The dash of bayonets, at each ex- 
tremity, instantly followed, when the wings of the 
enemy being outflanked, and to some extent doubled 
upon, were, mouldered away like a rope of sand. It is 
not in human nature that a conflict like this cQiouId 
last many seconds. The enemy's whole force broke 
in quick succession and fled, leaving the field thickly 
strewn with his dead and wounded. The victory was 
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equally complete in front of Jesop. A hot pniBuit was 
continaed to within half gunshot of the batteiieB at 
Chippewa Bridge, to gather up prisoners and with 
good snoceBB. Betoming, Scott met Hajor-General 
Brown coming out of the forest, who, with Kipley's 
regulars and the rallied militia of Porter, had made a 
wide circuit to the left, intending to get between the 
enemy and the Chippewa, and this might have been 
effecited if the battle had lasted a half hour longer ; but 
Buppoee that Scott in the mean time had been OTcr- 
whelmed by superior numbers 1 

The term dimge occurs several times above, and 
often in military narratiyes, A word to explain its 
profdssional meaning may be acceptable. Qeneral 
Moreau, when in America, remarked that in all his 
campaigns he had ^ neyer known anything approach- 
ing to a genial con^ct of bayonets ; though perhaps 
in all battles between infantry, a few files at a time, 
or small parts of opposing lines (as at Chippewa) come 
into the deadly rencounter. 

A cha/rge^ in military phrase, is said to be made, 
when either party stops firing, throws bayonets for« 
ward, and advances to the shock, whether the enemy 
receive it or fly. An actual crossing of bayonets, 
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therefore, is not indiBpensable to the idea of a charge. 
To suppose it is, is a mistake. Another popular error 
is, that the parties come up to the shock in parallel 
lines. Such a ease has rarely, if ever, occurred. Each 
eommander always seeks by xnanoenyring to gain the 
oblique position, and, if possible, to outflank his enemy. 
With superior forces both advantages may easily be 
gained ; but with inferior numbers the difficulty is ex- 
treme. The excess on the part of the enemy can only 
be oyercome by celerity of movement, accuracy, hardi- 
hood, skill, and zeal." * 

Few men now alive are old enough to recall the 
deep gloom, apj»roaching to despair, which about this 
time oppressed the whole American people-especial- 
ly the supporters of the war. The disasters on the 
land have been enumerated, and now the Kew Eng- 
land States were preparing to hold a convention — it 
met at Hartford — ^perhaps to secede from the Union 
— ^possibly to take up arms against it. Scotif s brigade, 
nearly aU fTew England men, were most indignant, 
and this was the subject of the second of the three 
pithy remarks made to them by Scott just before the 

• This paragraph is taken from Mansfield's life of the autobioj^apher, 
bat was originally fuixuahed (aubstaatially) in the notes of the latter. 
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final conflict at Chippewa. Calling aloud to the gal- 
lant Major Hind man, he said : Let us ^ut down the 
federal am v m M m hy hmtimg the mmuy m franl* 
Thar^€ nothing m the Camtitution agamgt thoL^^ * 

History has recorded many victories on a much 
laiger flcale than that of Chippewa; bot only a fbw 
that have wrooght a greater change in the feelingB of 
a nation. Everywhere bonfires, blazed ; beUs rung out 
peak of joys ; the big gang responded, and the pulse of 
Americana recovered a healthy beat 

* The third, addrMMd to the 11th Infkntry, at the last moment^ was 
iliii: 7%$ mmnif «y ljUrf Am m 0 m i » ate good at toy that; M camui 
timid At ootd iratL TooU mtmt vim imteybi io abto Am Um Id Am dtrndar 
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xundy's lane. 

Th£ enemy being again in the strong position be- 
Idnd the Chippewa^ ihe preparation of materials for 
the bridge was renewed early on the 6th, but before 
they were quite ready, Major-General Hiall decamped ; 
sent rednforcementB to his works at the month of the 
liTiagarai struck off to the left at Qneenstown and re- 
turned with the remainder of his army to Burlington 
Heights at the head of Lake Ontario. So it turned 
out, as we learned, in a day or two. Scott's brigade 
was again despatched in pursuit. He crossed the Chip- 
pewa Bridge eariy on the 7th and reported from Qneens- 
town the ascertained movements of SiaU. 

Major-General Brown determined to attack the 
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fortB (George and MessassaDga) at the mooth of the 

river^ and accordinglj marched his whole force upon 
them — Scott always iu the lead. Perhajjs it had been 
better, after mafllriTig those works, to haTO moved at 
once upon BialL But arrangements had been made 
between the general-in-cliief and Commodore Channcey 
for siege guns to be brought np by our ships of war ; 
for the Niagara army had not a piece heavier than an 
IS-pounder. The forts were invested: Me&sassauga, 
built since McClnre evacuated Geqi^, the year befora 
. The investment waa maintained tiU the 23d of 
July, when Chauncey reported that he could not com- 
( ply with his promise. The reason being that it was 

■ 

j Sir James Yeo's torn to hold the mastery of the lake. 
Major-General Brown, thinking it would be more 
diffieolt to find than to beat Biall in the Highlands 
abont the head of the lake, now resolved to try the 
effect of a stratagem to draw him out of his snug posi- 
tion. Accordingly, the Americans on the morning of 
the 24th assumed a panic ; broke np camp and retreat- 
ed rapidly up the river. There was only a moment's 
halt at Queenstown — to throw the sick across into hos- 
pital at Lewiston, nntil all were seenrely encamped 
above the Chippewa. The following was to be a day 
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of rest and to give Hi all time to come down in pursnit. 
It was further arranged that Soott's brigade, reenforoed, 
should early in the morning of the 26th return rapidly 
upon Queenstown, and if the stratagem proved a fail- 
ure, then to trace up' Biall and attack him wherever 
found. Coneequently, it was intended that the 25th 
of July should be to the army a day of relaxation — 
iriihout other duticB than cleaning of arms, the* wash- 

■ 

ing of clothes, and bathing, except that Scott's troops 
were ordered to fill their haversacks with cooked pro- 
Tisiona. 

While all were thus unbuttoned and relaxed, a 

militia colonel, whose regiment occupied several posts 
on the American side of the river, sent a specific report 
to Major-General Brown that the enemy had thrown 
across, iiom Queenstown, to Lewiston, a strong body 
of troops, and as it could not be to disturb the small 
hospital at thiB latter place, Brown concluded the move- 
ment had in view the destruction of our magazines at 
Schlosser, and stopping the stream of supplies descend- 
ing from Buffalo. Of course, Kiall must have come 
down irom the Highlands ; but as one of our brigades 
had beaten his entire force, twenty days before, it was 
difficult to believe he had risked a division of his weak- 
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ened aimy so near to the mperior niimbm of Brown ; 

for not a rumor had reached the latter that Biall had 
been reenforoed. Indeed it wftB only known^ fixun 
Ghannoey, at Sackett's Harbor, that 8ir James Teo 

had poeaeBaion of the lake; for Brown's means of secret 
intelligence, if any, were of no avaiL In this state of 
ignaranoey but confidence in the report reoeiYcd, Brown 
ordered Scott, with his command, to march below, to 
find the enemy and to beat him. It was now in the 
afternoon, and all had dined. In less than thirty 
minutes, the splendid column — Ahorse, artillery, and in- 
fantry — had passed the bridge at the village of Chippe- 
wa, and was in fiiU mardi for Qneenstown (nine miles 
below), intending no halt short of that point. But 
Vhmmm propose et Dieu dupose. Turning the sweep 
the river makes a mile or two above the Falls, ^ horse- 
man in scarlet was from time to time discovered peep- 
ing out from the wood on the left, and lower down, the 
advance guard, with which Scott rode, came npon a 
house (Forsyth's) from which two British officers fied 
just in time to escape capture. Only two inhabitants 
had been seen in tiiie march, and these, from ignorance 
or loyalty, said nothing that did not mislead. The 
population was hostile to Americans. 



■ 
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From such indicatiQiiB it aeemed evident diat there 
was a oorpB of obeerration in the neighborhood, and 
Scott so reported to headquarters j but from the in- 
foimation on which he had advanoed, it could only be 
a small body, detached from an inferior anny that had 
committed the folly of sending at least half of its uum- 
bers to the opposite side of the iiTer. There waa, there- 
for^ no^halt and no alackening in the mareh of the 
Americans. Passing a thick skirt of wood that crossed 
the road nearly o]^posite to the FallB, the head of the 
oolnnin emerged into an opening <ui the left in foil 
view, and in easy range of a line of battle drawn up in 
Londy's Lane, more eztensiYe tiban that defeated at 
Chippewa. 

Biall's whole force was in the l^ue, lor, it turned 
out not only not a man had been thrown over the river, 
but that the night before lieatenant-General Sir Gor- 
don Drummond had arrived by the lake with a heavy 
reenforcement, and had pushed forward his battalions 
(sixteen miles) as they suocessiTely landed. One was, 
already in line of battle, and the others were comin|^ 
up by forced marches. 

The aches in broken bones feelingly remind the 
autobiographer of the scene he is describing, and after 
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the lapse of nearly fifty years be cannot suppress liis 
indignation at the binndering, stupid report made by 
the militia colonel to his confiding firiend Major-Gen- 
eral Brown. 

Jesnp's battalion (the 25th), marching in the rear, 
was detached to the li^t, cohered by bmshwood, be- 
tween the road and the river, to turn the enemy's le^ 
Hindman, witli TowBon's and Thomas Biddle's bat- 
teriesy the 9th and 22d consolidated under Colonel 
Brady, and the 11th (MeNiel's) were, as they preceded 
Jesup, deployed to the left in the open space, when a 
trem^dooB fire of all axmB responded to that of the 
enemy. At the discovery of the formidable line, Scott 
despatched another staff officer to the general-in-chief, 
who was still in his camp (nearly three miles off) with 
a promise to maintain his ground till the arrival of the 
reserve. Kothing was more difficult 

At the moment of this pnmiise — ^whether it might 
not be his duty to fall back \ was rapidly considered. 
Bttt for some partieolar drenmstances that alternative 
should have been adopted ; but the brigade was, from 
the liibt, under a heavy fire, and could not be with- 
drawn without a hot purstdt. Being but half seasoned 
to war, some danger of confusion in its ranks^ with tiie 
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certainty of tlirowing the whole reserve (eomiiig up) 
iHto a panic, weire to be appiehended; for an eztravar 
gaat opinion generaUj prevailed throughout the army 

in respeet to the prowess — n&jy invincibility of Scott's 
brigade, 

Bj standing fast, the salutary impression was made 
upon the enemy that the whole American reserve was 
at band and would soon assault bis flanks. Emboldened, 
bowever, a little by its non-arrival, an attempt was made 
to turn Scott's left. The 11th, that occupied that posi- 
tion, tbiew forward (under cover of a clump of trees) 
its right, and drove the eneniy beyond reaclu 

Jesup, too, on our right, had brilliant success. In 
making tbe sweep around the enemy's left flank, be 
captured Major-General lUaLL and cut oif a segment of 
his line. Sir Gordon Drummond, also, was for a mo- 
ment a prisoner, but be contrived to escape in tbe dusk 
of tbe evening. liindman's artillery, Brady's battalion, 
consolidated with Leavenworth's, had suffered and in- 
flicted great losses under a direct fire, unremitted, till 
dusk. Tbe lltb, partially covered, suffered less. 

At this moment Major-General Brown and staff 
came up a littie ahead of tbe reserve — of course, each 
with the bandage of night on his eyes; for it was now 
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dftik— after nine o'clock in the evening. Scott ga^e 
the geneni die inddentB of the battle^ and the posi- 
tions of the hostile forces on the £eld. It was known 
from prisoners that fbrfher reenforcementB) from be- 
low, were soon expected. Not a moment was to be 
lost. Bj desire, Scott suggested that the heaviest bat- 
talion in the reserve^ the Slat^ which be had instmcted 
at Buffalo, and was now commanded by Colonel Miller, 
should, supported bj the remainder of Siplej's brigade^ 
charge np the lane, take the enemj in fiank, and roll 
his whole cmmbled line back into the wood. 

To favor this important movement, Scott, with the 
added force of Jesnp, now back in line, ordered the 
attack, in front, to be redQubled; goided Brown, with 
Miller, through the darkness, to the foot of the lane, 
and then rejoined his own forces^ Here he was assiBt- 
ed by the fresh batteries which came np with the re- 
serve. The enemy, thus furiously assailed in front, re- 
mained ignorant of Miller's approach till Ihe bayonets 
of his column began to be felt. The ront was early 
and complete, a battery captured, and many prisoners 
made. 

Positions on the field had become reversed. The 

American line, reformed, now crossed that originally 



Digitized by Google 



oocopied by the enemj at right angles, and facing the 
wood, with back? to the river. Here it took a defen- 
amsteiid. The &itiah slowlj rallied at some distance 
in ^nt. Seing again in collected force and in return- 
ing conlidence, they eauiiouslj advanced to recover the 
lost firid and their battefj — the honea of which had 
been killed or crip^ed before the retreat. By degrees 
the low commands, fvaU^ dre98^ fonmrd! often rej>eat- 
ed, became more and more aadible in the awfdl still- 
nesB of the moment. At length a dark line could be 
seen, at a distance, perhaps, of sixty paces. Scott re- 
solyed to try an experiment Leaving his brigade on 
the right) in line, he formed a small column of some 
two hundred and fifty men, and, at its liead, advanced 
rapidly to pierce the advancing enemy's line, then to 
turn to the right, and envelop his extreme lett. If 
pierced, in the dark, there seemed no doubt the wholo 
would fall back, and so it tamed out. Scott explained 
his intentions and forcibly cautioned his own brigadci 
and Eipley's on his left, not to fire upon the little col- 
mnn ; but the instant the latter came in conflict wtth^ 
and broke the enemy, Sipley's men opened fire upon 
its rear and left fiank, and caused it to break without 
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aecurmg a priBoner. Tlie column resuiaed its place in 
line, and another pause in the battle ensned. 

After a while^ a second advanoe of the enemy was 

made with the same slownesb as beibre. When within 

■ 

short musket^hot, there was an imexpected halt, in- 
stantly followed by the crack of small arms and the 

deafening roar of cannon. Each party seemed resolved 
to rest the hope of victory on its fire. The welkin was 
in a blaxe with shells and rockets. Though both armies. 
saSered greatly, the enemy suiiered most. The scene, 
perhaps, including accessories, has never been sur- 
passed. Governor Tompkins, with a keen perception 
of its splendor, said, in presenting a sword of honor to 
Scott : " The memorable conflict on the plains of Chip- 
pewa, and the appalling night-battle on the Heights of 
[Niagara, are events which have added new celebrity 
to the spots where they happened, heightening the 
. majesty of the stupendous cataract, by combining with 
its natural, all the force of the moral sublime." 

It was impossible that this conflict should be en- 
dured for more than a very few minutes. The lines at 
some points were separated by only eight or ten pac^. 
Nothing but a deep, narrow gully intervened in front 
of the 25th In&ntry. Scott, inquiring of the com- 
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mander (Jesnp) about a wound (in the hand) heard a 
call in the ranks — Ocuiridgeat At the same moment 
a man reeling to the ground, re&ponded — Ca/rtaidges m 
my hoxl The two oommaaders flew to his sacoor. 
The noble fellow had become a oorpee aa he &1L In 
the next second or two Scott, for a time, as insensible, 
lay stretclied at his Bide, being prostrated by an ounce 
mnaket ball through the left ahonlder joint. He had 
been twice dismounted and badly contused, in the side, 
by the rebound of a cannon ball, some hom*s bef6re. 
Two of his men diBCoyering that there was yet life, 
moved him a little way to the rear, that he might not 
be killed on the ground, and placed his head behind a 
tree — his feet from the enemy. This had scarcely been 
done, when he revived and found that the enemy had 
again abandoned the field. Unable to hold up hia 
head from the loss of blood and angnish, he was taken 
in an rnnivimoe to the camp across the Ohippewa, 
when the wound was stanched and dressed. 

On leaving the field he did not know that Uajor- 
General Brown, also wounded, had preceded him. By 
seniority the command of the army now devolved on 
Brigadier-General Eipley. It must then have been 
about midnight Sipley, from some unknown cause, 



* 
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became alanned, and detmnined, in spite of diflBnagion, 
to abandon the field, trophies, and aUL The prindpfll 

ofScers despatched a messenger to bring back Scott, 
but fbnnd him utterly proBtrate. Toward day, some 
fragments of the enemy, seeking the main body, crossed 
tlip quiet field, and learning from the womided that the 
Americans had flown, hastened to oyertake lieutenant- 
General Sir Oordon Drommond below, who retained, 
bivouacked on the field, and dahned the victory 1 ^ 
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Hona pjg , COMBAT— vKatoBras oollbob — pmLAT>icriPHiA 

— EALTIMOSE — ^WABHINQTON. 

Tiiii fuliowing morning (July 2G) Scott — for the 
nerf; forty-Kme years a major-general— embarked for 
Buffiilo, with some thirteeu officers of his brigade, aU 
badly woimded. Among tliese were two of his three 
staff ofiScca»— Brigade-Major Smith, and Aide-de-Oamp 
Worth; Colonel Brady, one of the best soldiers and 
men of his day, etc., etc. The rowboat was large and 
xmwieldj, and the soldiers (militiamen) eeleoted as 
oarsmen, feeble and inexperienced; for Soott would 
not allow any man, effective in the ranks, to volunteer 
for the service. Two of the consequences were that on 
learing the mouth of the Chippewa the boat narrowly 
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escaped paesing over the Falls, and next, the row np 
the rfyer was most tedious and diBtresBiiig. The rest 
at Boifalo was ahort, and ako at Williamsville, eleven 
miles east. Here Scott was joined bj Alaj or- General 
Biall, badly wounded when captured, and hia Mend 
(worse wounded) lieutenant-Colonel John Morylliou 
Wilson,* one of tlie Chippewa prisoners. 

These officers Scott placed on formal parole and ob- 
tained for them^ from Government, as a special favor 
to himself, permission to return to England, after all 
like indulgences had ceased on the part of each belli- 
gerent. 

His forced sojourn was longer at Batavia, in tho 

* ThisgaUant offioer, always (ainoe) an imlid and fiiand of Sootti wbo 
was, in the time of WiDiam IV, in the housdiold of the queen, and cdnoe 

in the government of Chelsea Hospital, still lives. lie invested his little 
savings and wile's dower in Mississippi bonds, repudiated, mainly, by Mr. 
Jeffiarson Davis. It was Scott's strong ststement of this iifterestiog case^ 
at tlie time, in a pfabiislied 'Silide^ that brought upon him afterward the 
penecatiotts of Mr. Dayis as Mr. Pierce's Secretary of War. When ft la 
added, upon knowledge, that the statements of Sir Fhineas Riall and Sir 
John Moryllion Wilson, on their return home^ oontributed not a little to 
the liheral instructions g|Ten to the British Gonunissioneis who rigned the 
Treaty of Ohent, perhaps it may not be extravagant or too late to say, 
that generous Americans should make up, to Wilson's family, their losses 
by the Mississippi repudiation. Our distinguished countryman, Geoxge 
Peabody, London, is their fnend. 
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comfortable house of Ub friend, ]£r. BriBbane, where 
he was well nuzBed by the kindneeB of his ezceUeat 

sister, afterward Mrs. Carey. But Batavia, exhausted 
of its comforts, became, in August, very sickly, and 
Scott's wounds were no better, For the same reason 
that he took the poor oarsmen, at Chippewa, he had 
selected an invalid surgeon tor himsdf and wounded 
companions, who had not strength for hospital duly, 
and hardly enough to half dress the wounds of three 
officers twice a day. Without change, it became evi- 
dent that the senior could not live. He procured a 
litter, and hired eight men (two relieis) to bear him on 
it; but some of the principal citizens drove off' the 
hirelings, and shouldered the litter themselves. It was 
thus, more than half dead, he was taken in triumph, 
by the gentlemen of the country, wlio relieved each 
other at the edge of every town, some seventy miles, to 
the house at Geneva, of another dear friend, the Hon- 
orable John Nicholas. 

Here, besides the fine air, were " all appliances and 
means to boot," needed by Scott, except the higher 
skill in surgery. To obtain this he was most anxious 
to reach Doctor Physick, at Philadelphia* 

Having by jthe kind nursing of Judge Nicholas's 
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ftinilj gained some strength, the new major-general 
was enabled to travel in an easy carriage, on a mat- 
tTMB, to Mhaaajj where honorB, as ebewhere, on the 
road, awaited him, and thence he had the benefit of 
steam to iSTew York. Here another long jomney, on a 
mattEBBB, was to be xmdertalEien. At Princeton College 
(Nassau Hidl) a verj interesting scene occurred. The 
invalid chanced to arrive at that seat of learning on 
O6fnme9U>0meni day in the midst of its exercises, and 
made a short halt for rest. He was scarcely placed on 
a bed when a deputation from the Trustees aud Faculty 
did him the honor to bear him, almost by main strength, 
to the platform of their body. This was in the vener- 
able church where thousands of literary and scieutific 
d^rees had been conferred on pupils from all parts of 
the Union. The floor and galleries were Med to 
overflowing with much of the intelligence, beauty, and 
fi»hion of a wide cirde of the country. 

AU united in damorons greetings to the young 
wounded soldier (bachelor), the only representative 
that they had seen of a saccessfol, noble army. 

The emotion was V>Yerpowering. Seated on the 
platform, with the authorities, he had scarcely recov- 
ered from that burst of enthusiasm, when he was again 
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assailed with all the powers of oratory. The valedic- 
tory had been assigned to the gifted and accomplished 
.Bloomfield Mcllvainei of the graduating class, the 
yonnger brother of the present most venerable bishop 
of Ohio. He had, without reference to any particular 
individual taken as his theme, the duty of a patariot 
citizen in time of wa/r } in which soldierahij^ was made 
most prominent. In a whisper, he obtained at the 
moment, permission of the Faculty to give to the whole 
address, by a few slight changes, a personal application. 
Hero again there was a storm of applause, no doubt in 
the greater part given to the orator.* Finally die 
honorary degree of Master of ArtSj conferred on the 
soldier, rounded off his triumphs of the day. 

Flattered and feeble, the soldier at length reached 
Philadelphia. Dr. Fhysick, eminent as a physician, 
more eminent as a sujrgeon, and not less distinguished 
as a patriot, left a sickroom, for the first time in 
months, with his most accomplished and amiable 
nephew, Dr. Dorsey, to visit and heal his new patient. 
Before this great effort of science had been accom- 
plished, Scott, in the command of the Philadelphia 

* Tbott^ Mr. Honyaine died Twy young, it was nol before he had 
graeflj difltitigiiielied lumaelf at the Flubdeip 
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Department (district) was, early in October, ere be 
eould walk or mount a hme without help, ordered 
to the district of Baltimore, then threatened with 
another joint attack bj the army and fleet which had 
been 00 handflomely lepnlaed the month befora Here, 
Dr. Gibson, another eminent Burgeon, at the end of 
some months, finally finished the case so happily com- 
menced, without fee or reward, in Philadelphia.. 

Scott found a large force of militia assembled for 
the defence of Baltimore, which he was glad to dis- 
chaige as the winter approadied and the danger sub- 
sided. He yisited, in the course of the winter, Wash- 
ington and IVedericksburg, threatened by the enemy, 
and, aa at all the points further north, waa handsomely 
greeted and diBtmgukhed. But the crowning honor 
was conferred upon him in a resolution penned by the 
aooompliahed and rising statesmaai, William Lowndes — 
in which it is ordered that a gold medal be struck, 
with suitable emblems and devices, and presented to 
Major^Gtenmd Scott in testimony of the high sense 
entertained by Congress of his distinguished services 
in tlie successive conflicts of Chippewa and Niagara 
(or Lundy's Lane), imd of his vmform ^aUmiry amd 
good conduct m ausUmmg the reputoition qf the arma 
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of the Umted JStatea.^^ It is believed that the Becond 
dauBe of lihis lesahitiQn oontainB a compliment Bot be- 
stowed by Congress on any other officer whatever. 

Early in December, and before he had visited 
Washington, inqoiries were made of him and his 
physieian, whether he could bear the journey to Kew 
Orleans, in order to assist Major-General Jackson in 
llie defence of the Mississippi delta. Dr. Gibson re- 
plied that the principal wound of his patient was 
still open, requiring the most critical treatment, and 
moreover tliat he had not yet the strength to sustain a 
long journey. Thus the soldier of the Niagara lost the 
opportunity of sharing in Jackson's brilliant victories 
near !New Orleans. He might in the beginning of the 
campaign, when he prefmred the Korthem firontier, 
have gone South if he had so chosen. But, as is said 
in Easselas, "No man can, at the same time lill his 
cup from the source and from the month of the Nile." 

His headquarters remained in Baltimore. When 

his health had improved a little, he was called twice 

to Washington for consultation on plans of campaign 

tor 1815, and under a resolution of Mr. Lowndes — 

who, though he "never set a squadron in the field," 

and esperimentally knew nothing of t)ie division of 
7* 
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ft battle,^' was, as hk oomeiKmdeaoe with Scott Bhowed, 
well acquainted with the subject—the latter was made 
president of a board of tactics, with, as associates, Brig- 
adieivGeiiedral Swift, (Moiiela Fenwick, Drayton, and 
Cumming. 

About the same time he was appointed president of 
a court of inquiry in the case of Brigadier-General 
Winder. Both bodies sometimes met, at different 
Hours, the same day. The treaty of peace arrived 
before the tactics were quite finished. The war was 
at an end. Scott's breast was violently agitated by 
opposite currents of feeling— joy for the country, whose 
financea were exhausted ; disappointment at being cut 
off irom another campaign in the rank of lieutenant- 
general; for it was in contemplation to confer that 
grade on Brown, JiEMskaon, and himself. 



» 
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CHAPTER XIII, 

BBDUOnOK OF THB AfiMY — VISIT TO BUBOFE— SMTaLABD 

— ^FIIAKOB. 

The armj had now to be reduced to a peace estab- 
liBhrnent— from, iioiimiaDy, some Bixfy-ftye thoiuaiid, 
to ten thonsand men; that is, we had officens for the 
larger number, but the regiments, a& in the campaigns, 
weore BtQl akelefcoiuL The rednetion could not fiiil to 
£b11 heavily on the oommisaioned officers, as lesB than 

* 

one in six could be retained in service. 

The board, ordered for fliis painful duty met in 
May, 1816, and eonsiflted of the six general officers 
previously selected by the President for the new estab- 
lishment, viz.: Major-Generals Brown and Jackaon, 
with fonr brigadiers, each a migorgeneral by brevet^ 
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^ Scott, Ghtines, Macomb, and Biplej. Jackson and 
OaineB did not appear at all, and Brown arrived after 
the board had made good progress in its labors. In 
the mean time Scott had presided. 

Mr. Monroe, since the previons aatnmn, had been 
alternately Secretary of State and acting Secretary of 
War, or the reverse. Wise, firm, patriotic, and inde- 
fiitigable in the performance of every dnty, his strength 
at length gave way. The Secretary of the Treasniy, 
the Honorable Alexander J. Dallas, without neglecting 
one of its dnties became acting Secretary of War, and 
it was nnder his jndicions instructions that the board 
reduced the army. He it was, also, who put the new 
establishment in operation as smoothly as if he had 
been all his life a soldier. The antobiographer has 
known men as able as Mr. Dallas, but never one who 
combined so much talent for the despatch of business, 
with the graces of a gentleman and scholar. 

> At the ratification of the treaty of peace there was 
a strong inclination on the part of some mmnbers of 
Gongrese to make Scott Secretary of War, which he 
discouraged, emphatically, and next to engage him to 
act in that capacity, xmtil the arrival of the new Secre- 
tary, Mr. Crawford, from his mission to France. This 
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proposition he also dediued from a feeling of delicacy 
toward liis seniors, Major-Generals Brown and Jack- 
Bon, who would, nomiBally, have been under the com- 
mand of the acting secretaiy. 

At length, cliarged with limited diplomatic func- 
tions, for the execution of which on hift return home, 
he was handsomely complimented by the Executive, 
Scott sailed for Europe, July 9, 1815, before the news 
of the battle of Waterloo had reached An^erica. That 
great event burst upon him on the arrival (in eighteen 
days) at Liverpool, together with the astounding fact 
that Napoleon was a prisGner of war in an English 
port. After a partial glance at England, Scott hasten- 
ed to cross the channel to see the assembled troops of 
Europe, for la hMe France did not then belong to 
Erenchmen. A great nation, exhausted by the vic- 
tories of mad ambition, had, in its turn, become con- 
quered and subdued. 

It was authentically ascertained that the foreign 
armicB in France amounted to five hundred thousaad 
men, besides another hundred thousand hovering about 
the frontiers. . Kearly all these troops Scott saw re- 
viewed at different points. 

Dipping a little into society — ^Frenoh, Dutch, Qer- 
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man, and Italian, ae well m Englidi and Scotcb—wben 
xetunung homeward ; — riaitiiig theatroB and librarieB ; 

glftnpjng at the wonders of architecture, scnlptore, and 
painting ; — seeing a little of the interior of Oxford and 
Cambridge^ and paying devotion to many aoenee of 
historic fame-^not one of which objects need be here 
described, first, beeanse that has been done by scores 
of better pens; and next, because this is not a book of 
travels — Scott recrossed the Atlantic in 1816, a little 
improved both in knowledge and patriotian. 



tour, a slight notice of which (the greater number 
being more or leas connected with America) may be 
interesting to his oomitrymen. 

It was the fortune of the American to be almost 
daily in llie galleries and halls of die Louvre, for 
weeks, inmiediately» preceding the restoration of the 
foreign ol^jects of the fine arts — trophies of French 
victories — ^where the flreqnent spectade of emperors, 
kings, ][«ince6, dnkes^ marshals, and the rest of the 
eUte of Europe, male and female, were seen passing 
along, as if in review, admiring the chef^wmre to 
the right and left. First came Alexander, as a&ble 
and courteous as a candidate for office, and his brother 



^ 1^ ^ l y Google 



JBlUe qf JEurqp^Fmndle Artitta. 169 



emperor, Francis, grave to sadness. He liad receiyed 
heavy afflictions from tlie anas of France; had shifted 
sides at a critical moment^ making his daughter a 
political widow, and his grandson, Il^apoleon II., an 
alien to iVance. These were ample groonds-for shame 
and 807FOW, The £ang of Fmssia, too, had his grie&; 
was glum, incapable of anj lively emotion, and goaded 
by his people to acts of revenge. Old Blncher, always 
by his side, had made secret preparations for blowing 
up the bridge of Jena, a beautiful object of art and of 
the greatest valne to Parisians. Baron Hmnboldt, long 
a resident of Paris, and master of the civilization of 
the age ; — ^liigh in the pride of all Prussians, and the 
associate of crowned heads, hastened to the king and 
implored that the hand of the barbarian might be 
stayed — addingj if not, lie would, in shame, renounce 
his country for ever. The bridge was saved by a few 
minutes. * 

During the weeks in question, no person, born in 
iVaace, was seen in the Louvre, save a few* female 
artists momited on high stepc^ busily engaged in copy- 
ing some of the master paintings before their early de- 
partmre. These pa/brieiea did not condescend to glance 
at the moving world below — ^all enemies of France. 
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Even the passing compliments of Alexander met with 
no reBponee from one of them in word or look. 

The difimoanting of the Coiinthiaa hoises from the 
triumphal arch, in the Place du CcMmyusdy to be sent 
baek to Yenioe, vsb abo witnearad. On this oooasion^ 
the aatobiographer said to hia friend etanding by him^ 
the Honorable Thomas Boiling Robertson — ^a. descend- 
Imt of PooohontaS) a member of Oongrees fi*om Louisi- 
ana^ and otherwise distingaished— Yery well; these 
wonders in bronze, have already made journeys and 
ehanged masters seyeral times, and as 

» 

* Weetwird the ooone of eo^re takes iti mij,* 

they, may, in time, adorn the capital of onr oonntry." ^ 
That prediction has already been sadly defeated by the 
existing rebellion in the United States I 

Scott corresponded with, though h^ fidled to see, 
the venerable Kosdnszko; — spent some days at La 
Grange, on a visit to General La Fayette, dear to all 
Americans. He made the acquaintance of several of 
Boohambean's officers who were at the snirender of 
Comwallis — among them the venerable and distin- 
guished Count de S^gur, the elder, author of tibe me- * 
moirs of the greatest interest, in three volumes, tiie 



^ 1^ ^ l y Google 



Humbaldlr^Barbe Marbaia. 161 

Becond of which is devoted to America. The Baron 
Smnboldt, wlio had TiB}t6d the United States, and who 
took a lively interest in the cause of freedom, did the 
autobiogr^pher the honor to make him several visits 
of nsefnlness — to spread his acqnaintanoe among liter- 
ary and military men— jiimself a man of the world, 
and a most instructive companion. Master of many ^ 
languages, he, in rapid conversation, miconseionsly, 
mixed np several of them in the most amusing man- 
ner. 

Another highly interesting acquaintance, made in 
Paris, was Barb4 Marbois, who accompanied, as con- 
sol-general, the £rst French minister to the United 
States. Being a moderate liberal, he was now (1815) 
minister of justice. His very amiable daughter, the 
wife of the Due de Plaisance (Lebrun, third consul in 
1799), who presided at his hospitable board, was half 
American — her deceased mother having been a Phila- 
delphian. M. Marbois gave to Majo]>G^neral Scott 
many anecdotes of the Congressional Government of 
the United States, some of which may appear in this 
narrative — ^the greater number having been published 
by Sevelinge from the portfolio of H. Oirard, the min* 
ister. M. Marbois had some time before published his 
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Conepiraiion d^Anudd^ a copj of which he presented 
to the American. « 

An QTent of poignant interest to Americans oc- 
curred in September. The British tioopfi were all 
quartered in and about Paria. Some of the raiments 
that aseisted, under that ixeebooter,* Admiral Cock- 
bum, and the gentlemanly, but pliant General Hoss, 
in buming the civil edtficea at Waahington — ^tihe Capi- 

• This is a harsh tenii to apply to an officer of high rank ; but Cock- 
bum made war a trade of prolit a8 well as of Tengeancc, in the true bar- 
tariam qwil of JUottl fiathont's letter to Fkeroek, glTen ejboTO. The late 
J. & Sldiiiier, Boq., of Beltiiiioie^ duaoed to be at Bom*b beadqaartem^ 
mder a flag of truce, when a sailor reported that bad dbcorered flome 
hogsheads of tobacco in the bam of a farmer. The indignant general re- 
plied: **Begoiiel I'm no freebooter like Cockbura!!^' This admiral 
bad been VMng ashore at fiee qnarten for some time^ In General Greene's 
last resldenoe, DnngennesR, Cumberland 'Islaad, Geor^a, when the pob- 
liphed treaty of peace was received, early in March, 1815. Cockbura 
prepared to return to his flagship. Mrs. Shaw, the widowed dau^ter of 
the great general, said to Cookbum : ^ Your serrants are paddng np afl 
my plate— aQver nms, pitehers, enpe, spoons^ forks, etc, etc.** **11ie 
serrants/' he replied, ^'liaTe mistaken their orders. My steward sfasU 
correct the error." In a short time she flew to him airaiii, to say: 
There goes, in the boxes leaving the door, every piece of my plate — 
prcBontationg to my fiither, and all 1 " Madam, on board, yoor property 
shall be oarefoUy separated from mine and sent back.** Nevertheless, the 
whole was carried off*, together with some of her colored servants, who, no 
doubt, were sold in some of the British West India Islands ! Tiiis story 
the aatobiographer had from Mrs. Shaw herself^ at Duigenness, in 18^ 
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toll the President's mansion, and other executive build-' 
iiig0 — hit upon the pleasant conceit — being in the ooen- 
panc^^ of the capital of Emrope, to celebrate, in it, the 
anniversary of their vandalism in the capital of Amer- 
ica. Accordingl J, ftdl of their la/u&Me ignominy," 
tiie officerB of thoee regiments founded a grand enter- 
tainment, to which were invited many principal officers- 
of the same army, including the Duke of Wdlington, 
togetlier with a thick sprinkling of French hnngry conr- 
tiers, recently back from a long emigration, and all, of 
oonrse, idoUsera of British troops. 

It is not now distinctly lecollected whether the 
great duke was present or not. The documents are 
not at hand. He certainly did not interdict the cele- 
bration, nor warn his ofSicers not to make a vaunt of 
their shame in respect to the burnings. 

The founders and their guests, had it all in their 
own way. Forgetting that Wai^ngton had no defend- 
ers wh^ Cockbum and Eoss approached, except mobs 
of militia, hastily collected, — but half of whom had had 
time to obtain anns, or to leam the names of their 
officers ; — ^forgetting, too, how British troops had been, 
the year before, repeatedly beaten and dispersed in 
Panada, and (still later) repulsed and disgraced at 
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X ew Orleans — ^poor Americans ! liow sliockinglj were 
ihej maltreated by those Waahixigtoii heroeB, and tbeir 
ihendsl Such Yictohea, however, aside frogi. the 
iron harvest of the field," are, but a cheap indulgence. 

Fired with indignation, the AmericanB at hand re- 
solved on a retaliation. It was the general wish to 
select the anniversary of some conflict in which Scott 
had been a prineipaL To this he objected, begging a 
postponement to the ^ew Orleans victory — ^the 8th of 
Januai'y. As the time approached, grand preparations 
were made. The Hdtel Bobert, Bne Grange Battel- 
liere, where the sovereigns habitually hobnobbed before 
they dispersed homeward, was selected as the place of 
meeting. A snmptnons dinner for seventy Americans 
besides their guests, to be served on silver and by wait- 
ers in livery, was ordered. The ostentation was in- 
tended to give increased publicity to the occasion, and 
for the same purpose, the Americans everywhere, 
dropped the expectation — many, the h(^j of being 
jostled ; for that Hotel continued to be the resort of 
the higher English, and ^^the bucks and bloods" of 
the English army. 

The morning of the dinner, Oount Woronzow — 
lieutenant-general and aide-de-camp to the Emperor 
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Alexander; also then commander of the forty thousand 
Bnasiaas, part of the foreign army of occupation (one 
hundred and fifty thousand) under the Duke of Wel- 
lington — chanced to make one of his agreeable calls 
upon Scott Through an aoddental opening of the 
bedroom door, he caught a view of the American's 
uniform, and being young, playful, and tall, he seized 
upon the coat, put it on, and with the companion-sword 
in hand, charged about the apartment, and slew British 
troops in much finer style than the weapon had ever 
known before. The acting was perfect. 

The yentilation of the uniform led to the story of 
the provocative and retaliatory dinners, and to the re- 
mark that a possible conflict might ensue; for Lord 
Hilf s quarters, with a battalion of troops, were nearly 
opposite to the Hotel Eobert. The Eussian impulsive- 
ly offered to send a battalion of the emperor's guards 
to protect the meeting. On a little reflection Scott 
declined the distinguished honor, as it would almost 
certainly have caused a coohoiess, if not something more 
grave, between the count and his commander, the Duke 
of Wellington.* 

* It waa at the same visit that hia Russian friend gave to Soott thia 
aaeodofce:— ^After eiiliBg K^^oleon to SUns fai 1S14, the allied aorweigmi 
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The AmericanB, in a respectable eolimm entered 
the hotel, and moimted the grand Btaireaee. Scott, 
Colouek Drayton, MoBae, Thayer, Archer, etc., etc., 
in nniibrm, with swords by their sides, and some othera 
with pistols in pocket. The crowd was as great as 
usual in tlie evening ; but not a jostle, interruption, or 
insnlt was esqperienoed. Scott presided, assisted by the 
principal officers named, and Mr* Jackson, late United 
States' Chaig6 d'Afiaires, but not accredited to Louis 
Xyni at this time. A band of mnsic gave the na- 
tional airs of America and France. The doth being 
removed, the toasts followed in quick succession: — 
Our Oonntry; the President of the United States; 
Memory of Washington ; La Fayette (then sick in bed), 
and nine others. The Filth was: — ^MajostGen^bal 
Jaokbq^ aaid Mb h&rcXc «mny, voho^ 1M» dan^ a yea/r ago, 

went over to England to make the regent (sobecquentlj George lY.)^ a 
vibU. The Ifttter had preparad a natal oombat^ oa the SeipeDtiiie SiTar, 
hetireeii a Britiah and an Amwlnaw ftigate (cBmimillfw) fiw his impekial 

and royal guests — Brother JTonattian, in a ** Sr frigate, with a bit of bant- 
ing for a flag," stood the distant fire pretty well ; but when John Bull laid 
hia ship alongside^ poor Jonathan struck hia bonting and lan below I The 
regent, etc.,. were ohanned with the tiotoiy, whan the Emperor Aiemnder 
whispered into the ear otf his aid, Woroniow: ^Thia ia eontemptible— 
when an American sloop-of-war, on Liie coast of Ireland, and an American 
piivatecg in the channel, are sinking or deatrojing sooiea of British Teasela.' 
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near New (Meansj defeated thriee their wwrnbere qfthe 

ieat BriUeh troapsy comnumded ly Sir Ed^umrd JPdk&nn 
homy the irother-4firlaw qf the IMce of WeOmgton 1 

This toast, introduoed with some sharp remarksy by 
Scott, on the provocation that had led to the dinner, 
-was drank with the utmost enthusiasm, and the com- 
panj dispersed at a reasonable hour, m perfect order 
and q^uietness. , 

A rc]^^ oi t, in French, of the meeting and toasts, 
specially stating the provocation, was drawn up and 
sent by a committee to the Comti4AM(nmel (a liberal 
paper) for insertion. M. Le Censeiir of the press, a 
erabbed old emigre^ running his spectaoled eyes down 
the page came upon the great disparity of the belliger* 
ent forces, at xsew Orleans, and the statement that the 

m 

defeated commander was the brother-in-law of the Dnke 

of WeUington, when he gutted the toast of the peril- 
ous stuff" that could not fail to give ofience to the 
English. The toast in oompliment to La Fayette was 
by this official, entirely expunged — ^frankly saying the 
French Press was not open to the praise of that patriot 
hero. In revenge, Scott, at the cost of a few guineas, 
caused the unejq>urgated report to be published in a 
London paper. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

BNGLAIO) — LONJyON — ^BATH. 

Soon after the dinner, Scott recrossed the channeL 
The second Adams was then the honored Amerieaa 
minister in London, who showed every attention to his 
soldier coontrymeni and of whom more will be said in 
the seqneL 

Under the self-imposed restrietionj^ given above^ 
the autobiographer has but few more European occur- 
rences to add to this nanratiTe. 

The English Parliament was in session* Among 
other distinguished perBons, Scott dined several times 
with Lord Holland — high in literature, high as a 
political leader, and, like his iUusthous unde, OharleB 
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James Fox, a decided friend to the caiue of freedom 

throiighoat the world." 

Persons of like sentiments and liberal pursuits, of 
whatever coimtry, were easQy admitted into his fronily 
drcle ; for Lady Holland, an American, had also high 
gifts and accompIiBliment& At one of those dinners, 
present several of the higher nobles, and the more dis- 
tinguished commoners — Sir James Mackintosh and 
Sir Samuel Komilly (both of whom were veij kind to 
Scott on many occamons), an incident occorred, too 
characteristic of £nglish &eling toward America, at 
the time, to be omitted. 

This particular dinner was given in special com- 
pliment to the Earl of Lauderdale, who had a near 
relative at table, unknown to Scott, the captain that 
received Napoleon on board the BeOerophoxu The 
naval officer, loud and rude as Boreas at sea; but 
coming up to London, as a blood," fell imder the 
fashionable code of Bond Street, and had to lisp and 
mince words, to stammer between syllables, and even 
letters in the same word, like the rest of the coxcombs 
of the day. When the ladies had retired, this fop in- 
quired of Scott, whether the Americans continued to 

build line-of-battle ships, and to call them frigates!" 
8 
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Jjiywhere else the oflfensive question would have been 
very diffiavently mswerecL The American bit lui lips 
■ikd replied : ^ We have bonx>wed a great maay ex- 
ceUent things from the mother country, and Bome that 
discredit both parttee — among the latter is the pracAse 
in queation. Thua when you took, from France, the 
Gnerriere, she mounted forty-nine guns, and you in- 
stantly rated her on yonr list a thirty-siz gim frigate ; 
but when we captured her &om you, we found on 
board the same number, forty-nine guns t " General 
Scott," said the Earl of Landerdale, I am delighted 
with your reply to my kiufgnan. Please take a gUyaa 
of wine with me.'* 

A short Tisit to Badi was not withont interests 
Among his letters of introduction, Scott had one to 
John Parish, Esq., of that city, whose son David, a 
resident of Philadelphia, had been the agent of certain 
DnUik and Hanseatic bankers^ in loans to the United 
States, to an amount of half the expenditure of the 
recent war with Great Britain. The &iher, an oetogB- 
narian, had, in fifty years, as a merchant at Hamboxg^ 
made an ample fortune, and now lived in a snpericnr 
style among the throng of dowager ladies, half-pay 
generals, and ft^mlyiilft who constitated the resident 
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popnlatioii of that remarkable city. He had oontriyed 
to send to America, during the Bevolutionaiy War, 
many cargoes of armB, ammunitioii, and clothing, and 
BdbBeqnently became oonsnl of the United States. His 
obsolete commisaion as snch, in frame, signed bj 
F^resident Washington, hung conspimooBly in one of 
his apartments. General Bonaparte, about to sign the 
preliminary treaty of Campo Eormio, chanced to re- 
member La Fayette, then three years in an Anstrian 
dungeon (Olmnts), and withheld the pen nntil a formal 
order was given, by the Emperor Francis, for the lib- 
eration of the Franco-American patriot He waif per- 
eonally ddivered to Mr. Pariah, American OonsnL 

Another introductory letter from a belle of Phila- 
delphia, to her great annt, Lady J., wife of Sir Henry 
Johnson, Baronet, residing at Bath, and a senior gen- 
eral of the British army, led to an interview which, at 
this distant day, cannot be recalled withont emotion. 
This lady, in 177Q, and smie years before, was, as Miss 
Franks, the belle of Philadelphia — handsome, witty, 
and an heiress. She waa also high in toryism and 
eooentricity. Many amnring sarcasms of hers, levelled 
at revolntionarj men of eminence, were in circulation 

ft 

in Philaddphia down to the antobiographer's early 
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days. One of ihem^ of a praotioal nature, was too 
G&Dfiive to be amnfiing. Mrs. General Waahington 
gave a ball to the French minister, M. Girard, in honor 
of the leoent allianee between Lonia XVL and the 
United States^ whioh had led the AmerieanB to unite 
the cockadeti of the two coimtrieB — white and black. 
IfiflB FranlcB canaed token of aHianoe to be tied to 
the neok of a dog, and by a bribe to a servBnt, got the 
animal, thus decorated, turned into the ball room. 

The equally eooentrie, Majop-General Gharlea Lee, 
wore, in the saddle, long pantaloons lined &om the 
crotch to the ankle with buckskin to present abrasion 
— after that egEaxnple, much worn in Ameriea by mili^' 
tary men down to within forty-five years. Miss Franks 
charged that they were green breeches, jnUched with 
leather." In his celebrated reply* to her, filled with 
coarse wit and humor, he denies the patching, and adds 
that his pantaloons are " legitimate sherry vaUies^ such 
• as his majesty of Poland wears"— on whose personal 
staff he had recently served. 

This brilliant young lady married, about this time, 
Major Johnson, a British officer, mode prisoner at the 

* See his Uft and Memoirs, New York, 1818, and Memoirs of the Life, 
eta, London, IWS. Both anonjmoua. 
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capture of Stony Point (of which he was the command- 
er) aad sent to Philaddpbia, In 1816 ahe had beoomey 
from bad health, prematurely old — a Tery near ap- 
proach to a ghost, bat with eyes still bright, and other 
remainB of her fixnner Bel£ 

On the receipt of the letter of introduction, Lady 
J. duripatclied her amiable husband — a fine old soldier, 
to fetch the stranger. Scott, as has been seen, was 
jCortunately a little acquainted with her eccentric man- 
ner. She had been rolled out in an easy chair to receive 
him. On presentation, he was traoflfized by her eager, 
but kindly gaze. Is this the young rebel 1 " were her 
first words. ".My dear, it is your countrjinan I " etc., 
said Sir Henry, fearing that Scott might take offence. 
"Yes, it is," she quickly added, "the young rebel; 
and you have taken the liberty to beat his majesty's 
troops.'^ Scott, by a pleasant word or two, parried the 
impeachment as well as he could ; but the lady ibllowed 
up the accusation, Avith specific references, which sur- 
prised not a little. Scott soon found himself seated by 
her side, with a hand clasped in both of hers— cold and 
clammy, as in the article of death. Taking a sudden 
turn, she exclaimed, with emphasis : I have gloried 
in my rebel countrymen 1 " Then pointing to heaven, 
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both hands, afae added, in a moat affectiiig tone: 

Would to Qod 1^ too, had been a patriot.^ A gentle 
remoiwlinnce was intearpoeed hj the husband, who had 
been earned away by sympathy up to this mommt. 
Turning now upon him, she Bald, with the earnestness 
of tmth : ^^I do not, I have neyer r^retted my maiv 
liage. No woman was ever blessed with a kind^, a 
better husband; but I ought to have been a patriot 
bsifore mamage." Hers were the only diy ejes of the 
par^« 
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CHAPTEB XV. 

KEFLEOnOHB OS FKAOE AND WAS — THE OASKB& ABOLI- 
TIONISM — STATE BIGHTS — ^NULUFIOATION — BEBELLIOH. 

As has been said, the autobiographer returned home 
in 1816, when he lesiimed his dntiee in the army. 
Thence to the Mexican War, in 1846, there iB a gap 
of thirty years to be bridged over in this narrative. 
In this long interval he was not idle, and a few of its 
Bcenea and events with which he was connected will be 
sketched in this narrative. 

Always preferring peace to wmsoesBori/y and of 
course to v/i^iiai wars, he never made his own the dis- 
tracted cry of poor Constance, in King John : 

** War i war 1 uo peace I peace ifl to me a war I " 



176 



Peace and War. 



Yet, periiapa, the theeis might plausibly be main- 
tained that war is the normal or natural state of man. 
Hcnno hommi lupus* 

Amid the woods the tiger knows his kind, 
The puther preyi not on the ptnther brood, 
MtB €tdf to the eommoii Am to neii.t 

Mflton sings: 

— Peeoe heth her Tiotoriei 
Ko Urn lenown'd than war. 

This £ne couplet, addressed to the great warrior 
and statesman — the Lord Oeneral, OromwoD — often 
quoted by civilians as a taunt to soldiers^ will not, in 
that sense, bear a philosophic analysis; for what has 
been accemplished in peaoe, that might not have been 
as well done in a state of war ) Sunday schools, Bible 
societies, missious to the heathen, vaccination, the steam 
engine, the eleotric telegraph, etc., are the great human 
triumphs of recent times. Several of these blessings 
had, as is kno^vn, their beginning and maturity in time 
of war; and what a flood of Christian light followed, 
and is likely to Ibllow, the recent march of European 
armieej into the interior of China? And Shakspeare, 

* Enamua. f Motto to Caleb Williams. 
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Ibe deepest of human obeeiTers, recognizes *^the can- 
kers of a oalm world and long peace.'' Perhaps, an 

occasional interlude foreign war may be even neces- 
sary to the moral health of a people rapidly increasing 
in population, wealth, and luxorious indulgences. 

In this interval of peace, certain speculative, moody 
minds at the ^North, Northeast, and by East,"* like 
Loyola, brooding over their want of occupation or use- 
fulness — and being as tired of prosperity as Athenian 
demagogues were with the name of Aristides ^ jvMt} 
— ^these dreamers, struck out the idea of abolishing, at 
" one fell swoop," negro slavery in the other half of the 
Union. By a singular aptitude this idea coalesced at ^ 
once vdth religious fanaticism, when a chann of pow- 
erful trouble " became " firm and good. " The ambitious 
leaders of a political party eagerly made court to this 
great and growing element of strength ; succeeded in 
the wooing, and were placed at its head. 

Kow it is the nature of a new haUndnation to shut 
out from the mind facts luid principles — everything 
that conflicts with the one ruling idea. Hence the work 
of agitation now went Ixravely on. The fact was 
entirely ignored that slavery, in several States, was 

* Shakspeare. 
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happilj uudergoiBg a gradual bat sure amelioration, 
and oonld not fidl to be more and more spontaneooBly 
aooelerated, without the danger of reaction, if it weate 
left to God'fi own time to educe good from evil, 
in hia own way. So were forgotten that Hia great 
work — even the creation of the world — ^waa one of 
time and deliberation, instead of a simple flat, wbioli, 
if He had pleased, would have been all sufficient ; — > 
that more years were allowed to intervene between 
the promise made to Abraham and the advent of our 
Saviour, than A&icans had been in America — the 
chosen people of Qod being, meanwhile, daves in 
J£gypt and Babylon ; — ^that the monarch oak and lofty 
pine— fit " to be the mast of some great ammiral^— 
require centories to mature them ; — ^forgetting, too, that, 
as has just been shown, hundreds of years, more or less, 
are in divine estimation, but as a moment in the life 
of a people or race of men; — ^forgetting all those high 
considerations, the reckless reformers rushed in where 
angels " might fear to tread," at the imminent peril 
of setting owners and slaves to the mutual slaughter 
of men, women, and children of the opposite color. 
That this would have happened, since the rebellion, no 
white woman, in putting her children to bed would 
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liaye doubted, but for the wide epiead of troops, ITnion 
and Confederate, over the South ; and, indeed, a like 
danger and a like nervouB apprehension existed — ^not 
without cause, in Southern families— created by erter- 
nal, pragmatic mifiBions and misfiUea — ^beginning some 
twenty-odd years before. 

The first great error of the South, after the agitar 
tion began, was, in causing abolition petitions to be 
laid upon the table in Congress, instead of referring 
them to commi);tee8 for due consideration and r^pect- 
ful reports on the same. The alleged ground of this 
treatment was, that the petitioners asked for what Con- 
gress had no power, under the Constitution, to grant. 
Agreed ; but why not have allowed a committee (or 
committees) to find that fact and solemnly report that 
finding ? Such report — say from Mr. Adams, who was 
prepared^ to report^would have taken from aboli- 
tionists more than half of the fuel needed to keep up 
their excitement to fever h%at; for the abstract right 
of petition had, by the events immediatdy preceding 
the revolution, become haUowedy more particularly in 
the public mind of the 17ew England States. Thu^ 
action and reaction, error and outrage went on, each 
producing its like — Caliban, his Caliban — as certainly 
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•8 if the propagatioa had been oomnuoided in the 
book of Genesis. And, unhappilj, the parties seem 
still (January, 1864), as deeperately bent as ever, on 
playing out the game — AH for Hatb, or the World 
weU Lo^.* Ilence " all our woe,'* 

Now it cannot be doubted that if it had pleased 
GK)d, but a few years before^ to have taken away only 
some ten or fifteen of those zealots from one half of the 
Union, and as many of the hot-brained Southemero— 
mainly intent on presidentrmaking and the increase 
of slave property — ^the South would not already be a 
scene of general desolation— one house of mourning ; " 
— nor the If orth filled with widows, orphans, cripples, 
and another evil of large dimensions — swarms of rich 
contractors— many of tiiem firaudulent — whose low 
manners, high pretensions, pomp and eztravagance, 
excite the contempt of the philosophic, the pity of the 
good and envy of legions of weak-minded men and 
women. 

But this inductive history of present calamities 
would be incomplete — ^nay, unjust, without a further 
glance at men and measures hostile to the Union— of 

* All for Lore, or the World well Lost the title of Diydoi's 
Antony and Gleopatrft. 
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an earlier period. The Btream of bitter waters, here 
alluded to, had ita Bonice in the eonneefcton of ¥rmr 
dent Washington and his iirst Secretary of State, Mr. 
Jefferson. 

Dr. ttohnBon has Boppoeed SocrateB and Charles 
XTT. of Sweden, to address an assembly of some pride 
of character. The greiat foimder of moral soience, with 
persnasiye eloqiience, commends the beauty of yirtue. 
The heroic S^ede, in his torn, draws his sword and 
flashing it in the eyes of the mnltitade, eaDs out— 
low me amd le^s dethrone the Ozwtl Johnson doubts 
whether many listeners would remain with Socrates. 

The eame moralist puts another ease to illustrate 
the same feeling, which he holds to be quite common 
in the breasts of men. Lord Mansfield is brought into 
a circle with a Blake or a Marlborough, and is made 
to fed, in such pr&ence, that his learned decrees on 
the bench, and terse eloquence in the Senate, are of 
but little wortih. 

There is, no doubt, much exa^eration, but a basis 
of nature, in those illustrations. Hence, as revolution* 
ary worthies assured the autobiographer fifty and 
sixty years ago, Mr. Je&rson, the author of the 
Declaration of Independence — highly ambitious; a 
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man of geniuay of literary cnltmey and wiUi a fine torn 
fiir philoaopliic iaqoiries — alwajs Mt himaelf uneaay — 

na^ , rebuked — in the presence ol' Washington — not so 
much at his calm dignity, wise atategmeniJiip, and 
moral weight of character; aa at the recoUectioii of 
hiu being the great general and hero in tlie war that 
aialiieved indefiendence. To leooyer himadf from the 
painful senae of inferiority, Mr. Jefleraon waa forced to 
aet up an oppu&ition, and leave the cabinet, when his 
party pretended to find that man is too much governed; 
that property, and liberty, with law and order, had 
nothing to fear from popular judges and universal 
soffirage; diat Washington had imparted too mneh 
centripetal force to the Union — to meet which they 
opposed the centrifugal tendency, or the doctrine of 
State Rights — ^ihe first fimts of which have been seen 
in nullification — almost identical with rebellion; both 
in part, the posthumous works of Mr. Je&rson. 

Mr. Oalhomi, of pure morals and high intellect — 
only a little too much imbued with metaphysics — ^fol- 
lowed in the same career, not from the beginning of 
his political life, but was forced into it by circum- 
stances. Ko one was more eminently conservative* 

* Mr. Galhoun's mind had a Btraog tndciM^ to eztmnei. He WM^ at 
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in politk» till after his deotian to the Tioe-presidency, 
when f reaident Jackson (toward whom he alwaya 

stood Id awe) leained that he had, Secretary of 
War, in Mr. Manroe's cabinet, suggeated the hero's 
recall — perhape, puniahment^ by a court martial, for 
tliu conquest of Middle Florida during a state of pro- 
found peace with Spain. Ihia late diaoovery of a men- 
toriouB act, brought down upon the second functionary 
of the Government the utmost wrath of the first. 

There waa no recoTery firom thia blight, but, as it 
aeemed to Mr. Calhoun, in an abrupt change of party. 
Accordingly, to recover himself, he took refuge in State 
JiigktB; atereotyped the doctrine on the Southern mind, 
and hence nullification, and next rebellion. 

As to the abstract right of man to hold any human 
bemg in davery, except in the way of puniahment for 
eatabliahed crime, the sentiment of the civilized world 

fin«i In ikTor €f mikiiig^ tte •ntfaority and 

tStates, AppUm highways tnm fhe oentre to the ftonHos in ererj dilu- 
tion ; of a hif,'h tariflf and a bank of the United States. To illustrate his 
genioB and early doctrine, thia anecdote may be added : — At a dinner of 
or ei|^t| aU offioers of the aimy, bat himseli; he spoke of the party 
contests at the bcgfaming of this oentory, and eontfained : " When the 
Bepablieaas, headed by Mr. JeflflBrson, stormed and oarrled the citadel of 
Government, in 1801, they were not such fools as to spike the guns.** 
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is £urt waxing to imaiiimilrir <hi the negative side of the 
proposition. The recent abolition of serfdom in Kussia 

was a mighty stride in that direction, and it maj at 
this time be safely assomed that all the chaiis of moral 
philosophy throughout Christendom, except, perhaps, a 
very small number in slaveliolding coimtries, deny all 
daim of right on the part of masters. But as to die 
mwrmer of mitigating, to extinction, the evil of negro 
slavery, — whether by degrees, more or less slow or fast, 
or at once, in districts where it aetoaUy exists, in masses 
— these are very different questions, involving difficul- 
ties within dJihciilties. 

There is no intention of doing mcve, in this place, 
than to glance, very slightly, at some of those points, 
not developed in the foregoing pages, nor fully in the 
autobiographer's recorded views (his Atkinson letter) 
on the same subject, published in newspapers in 18^, 
reproduced in Mansfield's able work, and which paper 
may be repeated in these memoirs. From those sources 
^ it will plainly appear that the autobiographer's wishes 
have been to hasten emancipation only as fast as might 
be found compatible with the safety of hath raeea. 

The color of the American slave is the iirst dif[icul- 
ty. When a Roman placed the cap of liberty on the 
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head of his white slave, the latter, himfiel^ or at least 
his chilcbren, readily pafised into the general })opiilatio!ii 
^thout any brand of former aervitode upon him. Kot 
so with the negro freedmaiu His color will always be 
certain evidence that he, cat his progenitois, had onoe 
worn the yoke of the white man. 

Immediate and wholesale aboHtion of negro slaveiy 
cannot be dismiesed without a few additional remarkB. 

In this war, how many hm[idred0 of thonsanda have 
already been liberated — men, women, and children — 
and are now &d and clothed by the United States, be^ 
sides the colored troops who are also receiving pay as 
such ; and how many millions of the same people, the 
Qoyemment may, in all, take nnder its wing by the 
close of the war— it wonld, it is thought, be difficult to 
say within a million. The numbers will be numberless. 
How long will these be paid, lodged, clothed, and fed 
in like manner with those first named ? And, in the 
end — where colonized, and how distant the colony ^ 
Transportation is a heavy item of cost.. Is the territory 
obtained. or designated i The dimate and soil — are 
they good or bad ? How make those work, who have, 
for a time, lived without labor, and who have never 
worked except when compelled by a mastart And 
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last and miglitiefit — -how discharge the grand aggregate 
cost of such operations — indiidiBg that of the conqnei** 
ing armies i With all the gold zoiues known to com- 
merce in its possession, Gbyenunent conld not, in 
half a century, rednce that monntain of debt^ that has 
been piled up in less than three years. 

Once more--« parting glance, in the way of eon- 
trast, at the system of gradual emancipation, with the 
actual system — ^immediate abolitionism. 

In about sixty years, counting from (say) 1838, 
but &r the pragmatists alluded to — ^Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, J^orth Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
and Missouri, would have been, in all human prob- 
ability, free States, and those fiurther South, by the 
force of example, must, in the mean time, have en- 
tered on the same career of wisdom and humanity. 
Tiiginia in 1831-2, it ought to be remembered, came 
within a vote of carrying the system at the first trial, 
and wanted but a little more time to have brought oyer 
to its support an OTerwhelming majority; but just then, 
as has been noticed above, petitions to Congress, and 
missions, and missiles of violence to the negroes, agi- 
tated and revolted the whole SputlL 

By the gradual system, of which — honor to him 
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to whom lionor is due — ^Mi*. Jefferson was the author 
and uniform supporter— each slave on attaining the 
proper age — males (saj) twenty-one — would have be- 
come a free man on the spot, where his hired labor 
would have been needed* Thua he would remain with 
the younger members of his £umly till their liberation 
in turn, or have engaged himself to work on the next 
plantation* Ixl this way each freedman would have 
had, to some extent, the choice of employers, and each 
employer, to a like extent, the choice of laborers — each 
"with a strong motive to respect the interests and feel- 
ings of the other. Thus, moreover, the labor of the 
country would not have been diminished, nor its jpro- 
duoHana. 

The wise Oxenstiem said to his son: Jfeaois md 

fM quant uld scientid gvherncvtur rnundm. And the 
good old Gloster, blind, says, in King Lear: 

*Ti8 the times' plagae when madmen lead the blind." 

In virtue, wisdom, talent, one of liie most eminent 

men of his times — ^Bufus King — already prominent at 
the end of the Revolution, when quite young — ^twice 
our Minister Extraordinary to London, and twenty-odd 
years a leader in the Senate of the United States — ^this 
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American OzeiiBtieni, always opposed to the prindple 
of aUTery, and to its exteoflioii into new States, and 
Territories — ^had in him nothing of the madness of 
poUHcdl abolitiiHiianL Honored by Iub kind attentionB 
from early in the war of 18jLd-'15, to the end of hia 
career, I, the autobiographer, am happy to cite his sen- 
timentB on tlie great subject nnder consideration, to 
which my own dosely approximated. 

Mr. King, feeling a modest assurance that his name, 
position, and services could not fail to cany with them 
due weight, with Oongress, at some fiiture day^ laid 
upon the table of the Senate, February 16, 1825 — 
fifteen days before he finally left that body — a benign 
resolution to the effect that as soon as the remnant of 
the national debt should be discharged, the net proceeds 
of the whole of the public lands, ^ihen and thence- 
forth, shall constitute and form a fimd which is hereby 
appropriated, and the faith of the United States is 
pledged that the said fund shall be inviolably applied 
to aid the emancipation of such slaves, within any of 
the United States, and to aid the removal of such 
slaves, and the removal of such free persons of color 
in any of the said States as by the laws of the States 
respectively, may be allowed to be emancipated or re- 
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moved to any Tenitory or conntarjr without the limits 
of the United States of America." The raolution 
stands a national record. 

Here is statesmaiiship— fiuHrightedness, seeking to 
disarm the muttering donds which threatened to bnrst 
. ap<m and overwhelm the land. Here is magnanimity, 
considering the hostQity of the Sonth on aocoont of 
Mr. Ejng^ powaEM resistance to the admission of 
Missouri into the Union with slavery. Here is a 
Christian's revenge — retmning good fer^evill All 
honor to a great deed and a great name 1 

Hearing of the noble act, I, a Southern man, wait- 
ed npon Mir. King the same evening to retom him mj 
hearty thanks, and added that the time conld not fail 
to come when the whole South would be equally grate- 
fcQ. The rebellion ended, the first tranqnil moment 
will be that time. 

I place in juxtaposition with the foregoing, a kin- 
dred sentiment that gleamed in the same body on a 
more recent occasion. 

It had been proposed, without due reflection, by one 
of our gallant commanders engaged in the suppression 
of the existing rebellion, to place, on the banners of 
his victorious troops, the names of their battles. The 
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proposition was rebuked by the Balijoined resolution, 

Bubmitted hj the Hon. Mr. Sumner to the SeuatOi Maj 
8,186d: 

^^JXsiolvedf That, in the efforts now making for the 
restoration of the Union, and the establishment of 
X>eace fhroughont the conntry, it is inexpedient that 
the names of the victories obtained oyer our own fellow 
citizens should be placed on the regimental colors of 
ibe XTnited States.'' 

This was noble and from the right qnarter. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

MARBTAgg — ^BBOBPnON OF 8WQBDB AlID lOBDAL. 

Sooir after his Tetnni from Enrope, tbe antobiogra- 
pher married Miss Maria Mayo, the daughter of an emi- 
nent citizen, John Mayo, Esq., of Richmond, Virginia — 
ayonng lady more admired in her circle than her soldier 
huBband, who, howerer, was highly feasted and honored 
everywhere — ^in Richmond by the whole State — that is, 
by the governor, legislatorB, judges, and many other 
of her jSrst dtizena nnited. She died, Jime 10, 1862. 
Of this marriage three daughters remain, of seven chil- 
dren — ^two sons and two daughters having died quite 

* 

young. 

The medal voted by Congress was presented in a 
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handflome address, by President Monroe, a few days 
before his descent from power. The following short 
extracts from the redpient's reply may show his man- 
ner of feeling and expressing himself at that period : 

" "With a deep sense of the additional obligation now 
contacted, I accept, at the hands of the Tenerable chief 
magistrate of the Union, this classic token of the high- 
est reward that a ii'eeman can receive — the r£cobd£d 

APPROBATION OF . HIS OOXnfTBT. 

^ And you, sir, whom I have the honor officially to 
address for the last time ; yon who bled in the first, and 
poworfully contribated to the second War of Indepen- 
dence ; you who have toiled fifty years to rear and to 
establish the liberties of this great republic — permit an 
humble actor in a much shorter period of its history, to 
mingle his prayers with those of millions, ibr the happy 
but distant termination of a life, of which, as yet, others 
have enjoyed the distinguished benefits, whilst the cares 
haye been all your own.'' 

This medal chanced to be temporarily in the City 
Bank of New York, for safe-keeping, when two thieyes, 
m a night's work, took from that institntion $260,000* 
The medal was lying in a trunk of gold. All the coin 
was stolen, but the medal, though taken oat of its case 
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(marked with the ownef'B name) to gratify earioaity, 
was left. A few years later, when the robbers had 

served out their BentenceB in the State prison, or been 
pardoned by the Exeeatiye, Seott was, in a steamer, 
on the Hudson, robbed of his pnrse by pickpoekets who 
did not know him. The principal of the bank robbery 
hearing of the loss ($l40) bestirred himself among the 
fraternity ; threatened to cause the whole body to be 
sent to the State prison if the money was not returned, 
and added, When m the CSty Bank I saw the medal, 
bnt was not such a villain as to rob a gallant soldier.'' 
In a day or two the money was returned by Hays, the 
Iiigh constable, with that report, received from a third 
parly. To show that he did not himself pocket the 
money, Hays was required to produce Scott's written 
receipt for its return — ^which was given. 

A handsome sword was, about the same tune^ 
though voted years before, presented to Scott in a 
complimentary address by the Governor (Pleasants, 
bred a Quaker) of Virginia. 

A part of the reply, to illustrate the character of 

the antobiograpber, is here inserted : 

The law which gave my name to a county; the 

thanks voted by the General Assembly ; and this sword 
9 
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which I now have the honor to reodye at your hands, 
in the presence of the executive council, are th^ predoua 
evidences of that partiality. Sir — they are appreciated 
by me in the spirit in which they are bestowed, as in- 
culcating the first lesson of a citizen-soldier, that, as 
liberty is the greatest of blessings, so should he ever 
hold himself armed in her defisnce, and ready to sacri- 
fice his liie in her cause 1 " 

A similar presentation was earlier made to Scott 
by the amiable and devoted patriot, Tompkins, Gover- 
nor of I^ew York. Bis address, very partially quoted 
above, written con amore^ is too splendid as a compo- 
sition, to say nothing of its flattery, to be much abridged 
in these memoirs : 

" In adverting, sir, to your claims to distinction, it 
would be sufficient to say, that on all occasions you 
have displayed the highest military accomplishments, 
the most ardent attachment to the rights and honor of 
yonr country, and the most intrepid exertions in their 
support. A rapid and unprecedented succession of 
promotions at an early age, has been the well-earned 
fruit of your talents* The distinguished notice by your 
Ooyermnent is the best encomium on your diaracter, 
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and the JbigheBt reward to wliich the virtuous and the 
great aspire. 

^^But, sir, ' your military career is rq»Iete with 
splendid events. Without descending into too mucli 
minuteness, I may briefly refer to your exploits in the 
most interesting portion of the American continent. 
The shores of l^iagara, &om Erie to Ontario, are in- 
Bcribed with your name, and with the names of your 
brave companions. The defeat of the enemy at Fort 
George will not be forgotten. The memorable conflict 
on the plains of Chippewa, and the appalling night- 
battle on the Hdlghts of Niagara^ are events which 
have added new celebrity to the spots where they hap- 
pened, heightening the majesty of the stupendous cata- 
ract, by combining with its natural, all the force of the 
moral sublime. The admirers of the great in nature, 
from all quarters of the globe, will forever visit the 
theatre of your achievements. They will bear to their 
distant homes the idea of this mighty display of nature, 
and will associate with it the deeds of you and your 
brothers in arms. And so long as the beautiful and 
anblime shall be objects of admiration among men; 
so long as the whelming waters of Erie shall be tum- 
bled into the awftd depths of Kiagara, so long shall 
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the bpleudid a<itious in which jou have had bo con 
epicaoBB s share, endure in the memory of man." 

Thifl paragraph cloeed the reply of Scott to the 
Governor of Xew York : 

^^Qn an ooeasion like this, dedarationB wonld but 
feebly express the yolome of obligation contracted. 
Permit me to atitsure your Excellency, and through 
you, the Legislatore and people of the prond State of 
Hew Yoxkj that I am sensibly alive to the duties of a 
republican soldier, ^urmed by the hands of his country- 
^ men to suppoit and defend tiieir national honor and 
independence; and if my pmonal services had been 
more worthy of the distinction bestowed, I should have 
no wish left me, at this moment, but that the glory 
and liberties of the republic might be etemaL" 

In 1817 quite an angry correspondence took place 
between Major-Oeneral Jackson and Scott, then entire 
strangers to each other. In Parton's life of the former, 
and Mansfield's of the latter — ^two works of consider- 
able ability — ^the particulars of this quarrel are given. 
A passing notice of it in this compressed autobiography 
must sufiice. 

The Secretary of War, acting in the name or by the 
authority of the President, had sent an order, direct, 
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to a topographical officer, in the Southern diTifdon 
(half of the United Statee) nnder the command of 

Jackson, telling him to go on some duty elsewhere. 
This slight irregularity was caused by tilie widi to saye 
time, for the officer's post office was at a considerable 
distance from Jackson's headq^uarters. If notice (al- 
ways proper in such cases) had been giren of the order 
in question, to Jackson^ the irregularity would ha^e 
been cured ; but this was not done by the acting secre- . 
tary, Mr. Qraham. The want of courtesy, on the part 
of the Executiye, was met by a grave offence — ^a severe 
rebuke of the Executive, in an order addressed to his 
division by the hm> of Kew Orleans, in which all his 
officers were peremptorily instructed not to obey any 
mandate whatsoever, trom whomsoever, that did not 
pass through his (Jackson's) hands. This was, no 
doubt, the production of one of his numerous young 
staff officers — madcaps — to whom was usually aban* 
doned, as was well known to the whole service, all 
labors of the pen. The penman, no doubt, proud of 
his conunission, very dogmatically, laid down on the 
subject a code of military doctrines, most of them 
juvenile crudities, but well suited to the violence of 
the chie^ The order was ostentatiously thrown into 
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manj newspapen at onoe, sooa to be takea up by all, 
and become a subject of nniversal conversation. J ust 
then, Jmie, 1817, Soott chanced to meet GoTcmor 
Cflinton, present two or three other gentlemen* Being 
interrogated, professionallj, bj his Excellency, on what 
he termed the extraordinary order/' the soldier en« 
tered fiolly and methodically into the subject, and neces- 
sarily pointed out several gi*ave blunders, with many 
regrets, and added the hope and belief that, in consid- 
eration of great services, an odmanMon — and not what 
the governor thought — a court, would terminate the 
matter. That high functionary, had about him, neces- 
sarily, many politicians of inferior grades — one of them, 
a sort of familiar^ the editor of a paper devoted to his 
Excellency as a candidate (a second time) for the presi- 
dency. To this editor Scott's commentSwon the order 
were casually mentioned, and this was repeated, by the 
latter, in the same way, to a scribbler in the same 
paper — ^a tbrmer aide-de-camp to a rival general. This 
ingenious miscreant, from vicarious hostility, a love of 
mischief, or some hope of personal benefit, addressed 
General Jackson, anonymously, giving Scott's com- 
sments, but suppressing the praises of Jackson, and 
endoaing a newspaper slip, of his own writing (which 
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lie attributed to Scott), attaddng JaokaonI The en* 
tanglement thus 'produced was slowly imravelled in 

the next ten or twelve years. Jackson enclosed to 
Scott a copy of the anonymoiis letter (refusing the 
original) and the contemptible printed article, demand- 
ing, etc. In reply, Scott (also suppressing his praises) 
admowledged and repeated his comments on the order, 
but spurned the printed squib. Then came the rejoin- 
der full of bad temper, bad writing, and bad logic, but 
contaming no challenge— only intimating that Scott 
might, if he pleased, call him to the £eld 1 ^ow this 
was as arrogant as absurd ; for the law of the dueUo 
requires that the party, &Bt conceiving himself to be 
insulted, should make such call — otherwise there would 
be a mere competition in vulgar abuse, as in the quar- 
rels of fiAwomen. Scott, however, for tiie sake of a 
conceit that forced itself upon him, chose for the mo- 
ment to consider tlie rejoinder as a challenge, in order 
to add that he declined the combat as his ambition 
was not that of Erostratus" — ^intimating that being 
without distinction, he waived his only chance of 
acquiring any by killing a defender of his comitry. 
Jackson, probably, not understanding the compliment, 
hugged the pleasanter conceit to his bosom, that he 
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had won anedier penonal yietory by ballyingt It 
seemed cruel to distorb bo much happiness, and Scott 

lelt his enemy in all Lis glory. 

In the neact aiz yeare the report often reached Scott 
and down to a late day, that Jackson had declared he 
would cut ofl' Scott's ears (his usual threat against 
offenders) the first time they should chance to meet* 
They first saw each other in Washington, December, 
1823. Jackison had just takeu his seat in the Senate, 
and Scott was m route for the Western. Department, 
headquarters, Louisyille, Kentucky, and thence to the 
Gulf of ALcxico, etc., etc. During his short stay in 
Waahington, Scott — having the priyilege of the floor — 
was every day in the Senate chamber (when open) — un- 
arm ed y — for he never has worn a concealed weapon — 
always declaring it would be the smaller evil that he, 
or any other person should be slain, than to set so bad 
an example. He frequented the Senate not to attack, 
or to insult, but simply to put himself under the eye 
of Jackson — contriving to pass out the chamber, on 
adjournment, just ahead of him. 

Wearied with this state of things, and impatient to 
proceed to his duties in the Southwest, this letter was 
written: 
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General 8coU to General Jackson. 

Sir: 

Que portion of tbe American conunnnity has long 

attributed to jou the moat distinguiahed magnanimity, 
and ihe other portion the greatest desperation, in yonr 
resentments. Am I to eondnde that both are in error I 
I allude to circumstances which have transpired be- 
tween us, and whieh need not here be recapitulated, 
and to the fieust that I have now been six days in your 
immediate vicinity without having attracted your no- 
tice. As this is the first time in my life that I have 
been within a hundred miles of yon, and as it is barely 
possible that you may be ignorant of my presence, I 
beg leave to state that I shall not leave the District 
before the morning of the .14th inst. 

I have the honor to be, sir. 

Your most obedient servant, 

WINPIBLD SCOTT 

The Hon. Gkhsral A. Jagkson, Senator, etc. 

The following answer was promptly returned ; 
9* 
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Mb. O'Nxul'8, JMcetnbtr 11, 182S. 

Your letter of to-daj has beea received. Whether 
tlie world are correct or in error, as regards my " mag- 
unimitj/' is for the world to decide. I am Batis^ed 
of one fact, that when you shall know me better, you 
will not l>e disposed to harbor the opinion, that any 
thing like ^ desperation in reeentment " attaches to me. 

Your letter iB ambiguous;^ but, concluding irom 
occurrences heretofore, that it was wTitten with friend- 
ly TiewB, I take the liberty of Baying to you, that when- 
ever you ahall feel diapoaed to meet me on friendly 
terms, that dibpositiou will not be met by any other 
than a correspondent feeling on my part. 

have the honor to be, air, 

Tour most obedient aervant, 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

CfannBAi* W, Soon. 

8cott, though prepared tor the worat, was pleaaed 
with Jackson's reply, and, as the younger man, lost no 
time in waitii^ upon the honorable Senator. He wae 



u ij- i^ .o l y Google 



MaUce m FetU>. 203 

« 

graciondj leoeiTed, and the next day took the road to 
tlie West* It 18 painfiil to reflect that so amicable a 
settlement onlj meant, with one of the partiee, a poBt- 
ponement'of lOTenge to a more ^coDTenieint aeason.'' 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

TglfPHmiTOB HOVXIfSNT — MILITABY UBfllTITJiB) — TA0TI08 

DEATH OF GENERAL BROWN MACOMB PROMOTED 

— ANDUnW OOBRESFOlfDENOB. 

In the Motional Gaaette of PLiladelphia (Septem- 
ber 22, 1821), I published a Scheme for Mest/rictmg the 
Ose of Ardent SjpirUs m the United States^ in whioh I 
gave a glance at the history of intemperance from the 
earliest times, and its firightful statistics among our- 
eelyee. Mr. Wakh, the able and accomplished editor, 
published the essay in a supplement of thirteen col- 
umns, and heralded it with high praises in the Gazette 
itself. The following is the opening paragraph giving 
the origin of the essay : 
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It is now many years since the writer of this 
essay was first made to reflect, with some intensity, on 
the yice of dronk^meee, whilst endeavoring to apply a 
remedy, in a small oorps, to that greatest source of 
disease and insubordination in the rank and file of an 
army. Having the attention so awakened, and snbse- ' 
qnently beLog much accustomed to change of place 
from one extreme of the Union to another, he has been 
led to observe, with a more than usual keenness, the 
ravages of the same habit among the more numerous 
classes of the community. The conviction has thus 
been forced upon him that, of all oeddmM evils, iMB 
is the most disastrous to our general population." 

The principal merit of the essay is that it led to 
die formati<m of temperance societies, since so generali 
throughout the United States. 

A little before that time, I had become a member 
of societies for lihe prmmition of jpav^p&rismj and the 
iuppresaian of vice and immuytaU^^ to which the essay 
was a contribution. 

True to my motto — when aoUiaryy he not idle} and 
to the maadm, m peaee^ prepare for war; I conceived 
the idea, in 1818, of preparing a system of General 
Regulations or MUita/ry InstiMtea for the army. After 
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a wide stody, begun l<mg before, I made a rigorous 

analysis of the whole subject, and submitted it to the 
War Department, whieh being approved, and proTided 
for by GongresB, I duly executed. 

This was the first time that the subjects, embraced, 
were ever reduced, in any army, to a regular analysis, 
and Bystematized into institntee^ The XeffialaUanMOi' 
taire of France, was indeed, most copious, contamiug 
all that can be desired for an army, in the field — ez- 
eepting tactics, strategy, and engineering — each of 
which and some other branches of war, properly re- 
quiring separate treatises. And the English book of 
Chneral jRegitlaiianBy was also composed of indepen- 
dent articles, without coimection or system. But in 
the InstiMes^ beeides definitions of administration, in- 
Btraotion, aervice, police, mibjeeU treated there is a 
due logical connection and dependence between the 
parts, not found in the other books mentioned. 

How the author's great labors on this and his tac- 
tical works haye been obscured, mutilated, and pirated, 
by permission of superior authority, from 1836, down 
to 1861 indusiye, to the injury of the servioe, through, 
I must confess, my neglect of my own interests, may 
be touched upon in the seq^uel of this narrative. 
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It hae been seen that I was preeident of a board of 
in£Euitry tactics when the treaty of peace with Great 
Britain arrived in February, 1816. Their labors were 
hastily and imperfectly condnded by that great event. 
Anolher boapd, on the same snbject, of which I was 
again president, met at West Point in 1824. Each of 
these boards took, as its basis, the French tactics — the 
same that I had orally and practically tanght in the 
camp of instruction at Buffalo, beginning in March, 
1814. 

Besides the Board of Tactics for the army, in 1824, 
I was president of another, in 1826, at Washington, 
consisting of two general oflScers of the militia — Major- 
G^eral T. Gadwallader, of Philadelphia, a very well 
read soldier, and who, in the war of 1812-'15, for 
some time, was commander-iu-cliief of that department 
— a dtiz^ of the greatest moral "weight of character 
— ^and Brigadier-Greneral Sumner, long the intelligent 
adjutant-general ut Alassacliusetts — together with five 
army officers. This board was instructed to report: 
1. A plan tor the organization and instruction of the 
whole body of tlie militia of the United States ; 2. A 
system of artillery tactics; 8. A system of cavalry tac 
tics; and 4. A system of infantry and rifie tactics — ^all 
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fimr for the beaefit of tha militia of the Union. The 

first and fourth of those reports were from Scott's pen, 
and of the fomih, sixty thooaand copies were printed 
by order of Oongreas at once, f<»r general distribution. 

In the third year (February, 1828) of the second 
Adams's Administration — a statesman of great leamii^ 
and abilities; of high patriotism and consdentionsness 
— ^an unostentatious Christian — honest, and as obsti- 
nately brave as any Puritan in Oranwell's time — 
Major-General Brown, geneiral-in«chief of the army, 
died, and Jackson had resigned to be Governor of 
Florida — ^which left me senior as brevet-major-general, 
from July 25th, whereas Gaines' brevet of majorgen- 
eral only gave rank from August 15th, and Macomb's 
only from Septemb^ 11th — all in 1814. Bnt Macomb's 
crdmcMry conmiisBion was only that of colonel of engi- 
neers, to which he had been cut down at the last re- 
duction of the army in 1821. Both Scott and Gaines, • 
therefore, were not only Macomb's senioro, by brevet^ 
but also as brigadiers by ordinary commission over his 
ordinary commission as colonel. It is true, however, 
that the President has never been legally bound in 
making promotions, beyond the rank of colonel, to 
restrict himself, absolutely, to seniority. Hence the 
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question — Who shall be selected to fill Brown's vaean- 
cjt became quite generaL 

An incident now occurred wliich, among prudes, 
and men like prudes, may be considered beneath the 
dignity of histor or memoirs, to record. 

Two ladies, sisters, of great excellence — Mrs. Mason, 
of Anaoosta Island, Geoigetown, and Mrs. Bush, wife 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, waited upon the wife 
of tbu President to solicit the appointment for Macomb, 
who, if promoted, as they said, had promised to make 
the son-in-law of Mrs. Mason (Lieutenant Cooper, then 
at Fortress Monroe, now adjutant-general of tlie Con- 
federate army) an aide-de-camp. Mrs. Adams, mistress 
of all the proprieties of the sex, and her pride of 
place," archly replied: "Truly ladies, though Me^- 
domes Maintenon and Pompadonr are said to have 
appointed all the generaldsaimos of their times, I do 
not think that such matters appertain to women ; but 
if they did, and I had any inflnenoe, it shonld be given 
to Mrs. General Scott, with whom I accidentaUy, in 
travelling, last snmmer, became acquainted." (The 
anth<Hrity for this statement is the late Dr. Hnnt, who, 
as family physician, happened to be present, and who 
often repeated it to many persons, several of whom are 
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still liymg.) All this time I happened to be inqpecting 
the Indian frontiers of Louisiana and ArkansaB^ The 
ladies, tliough defeated in tlieii- first effort, did not stop 
there. At thm instance, a master now took the mat- 
ter in hand ; for Mr. Secretary I^ush, a most amiable 
and persuasive gentleman, had not resided at a Euro- 
pean oomrt (London) without improvement in the arts 
of insinuation. The President held an evening consul- 
tation witli manjr of liis cabinet on the (juestion — Wbo 
shall be the new general-in-cbief I present, Mr. Clay, 
Mr. Southard, Mr. Wirt,, and Mr. Eush. I was named 
and approved without discussion or dissent. The four 
members of the cabinet happened to be severally en- 
gaged for the evening to the distinguished wife of a 
distinguished Senator (Johnston) of Louisiana. All 
took leave of the President together; bat Mr. Bush 
soon turned back as if he missed his gloves or hand- 
kerchie£ The game was now readily won ; for know- 
ing Mr. Adams's horror of bloodshed in private com- 
bat, he pressed the strong probability, according to 
him, of a deadly affair of pistols between Scott and 
Gaines (of which there was not tiie slightest danger) 
if either of them shoold be appointed to the vacancy; 
whereas, as he argued, with Macomb at the head of the 
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army, all woold be acquiefloent and hannonioiu I It 
only remains to be added, that Mr. Adama confeaaed 

to Mr. Claj and other cabinet adviaers, after the nomi- 
• naUonj that, to aave bloddahed he had changed hia 
mind; — ^baX, Cooper waa in good fiuth appointed aide- 
de-camp, and that his most excellent wife (who has 
been kind to at leaat one OTnion priaoner at Bichmond) 
waa brought np to Wadiington and to her affectionate 
mother. 

How nugatory are hnmah inatitntiona t The Salic 
law may be eatabliahed in monardiiea, and women ex- 
cluded from the polls, as well as from office, in repub- 
lica. It ia all in Tain ; for there ia a higher law,'' 
which altereth not" — the reanlt of cavilization — that 
bends imperial man to the stronger will of the weaker 

Y O O POl l 

A long and very animated oofreapondence enaoed 
between the War Department and myadf consequent 
on ita order placing me nnder the command of Macomb, 
a junior major-general — ^that ia, a anperior under an in- 
ferior officer. As all the letters are in print they need 
not be reprodneed in thia narrative. The heada of my 
argument againat the anomaly, may, however, be ano- 
cinctly stated thus: That Macomb, though a m^or- 
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general, was not the major-general of the whole army 
—there being Beveral others of the aame grade (by 
brevet) and no such grade, in law, as tJie major-general 
or general-m-ohie£— the latter being a designation of 
convenience only, and meaning, simply, the senior of 
several othfers of the same grade, like commodore, at 
that day, meaning the senior commander of several 
vessels besides his own, whether commanded by mid- 
shipmen or post captains. 2. That rank is rank, 
whether the same be conferred by ordinary or brevet 
commission — both being equally the creatures of the 
law — unless the Ioajo has made a difference to the preju- 
dice of one or the other rank, as in the Gist article of 
war, which is against brevet rank — anJi/y within r^- 
ments or some other similar corps, as the corps of engi- 
neers. I did not claim the right to command Macomb, 
unless, coming together on common duty, when one 
would be obliged to command the other, which it was 
always competent for the Executive, by arrangement, 
to avoid, as I might be rightly assigned to some sep- 
arate command or duty, in direct correspondence with 
the Executive, or laid, by the latter on the shelf, as has 
become so common recently. I simply contended that 
no senior, in rank, of the same grade, whether by brevet 
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<x otherwise^ had e^er been, or oonld be, legally 
placed under a junior in the £ritifih or American 
army, except by the consent of tlie senior, and, that, 
the mleB and articles of war were the same in the two 
armies. 

Mr. Adams, as was well known, read, during his 
presidency', with consdentionsness, every paper, con- 
nected with every important sabject, that required 
Executive decision, and, in this controversy, in which, 
by inveiglement, he had become, virtnally, a principal 
— he did more, he wrote, himself most of the replies 
to my formidable appeals and demonstrations. With 
the obstinacy of a Soundhead, equal to his invincible 
honesty, he brought to bear against me ail the great 
resources of his rhetoric and ratiocination; and, per- 
haps, it may even be added — some of the tricks of the 
schoolmen — ^being hard pressed and animated to for- 
getfulness. One of his clever fetches overwhelmed me 
for a moment. Tip to April, 1818, all brevets in the 
army, including mine, had been con&rred by the Presi- 
dent, without the concurrence of the Senate. £rgo^ 
they had been nnconstitdtionaLly given, or were of lit- 
tle or no worth; for the supreme law had declared — 
that " Congress may, by law, vest the appointment of 
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such inferior officers as they think proper in the Presi- 
dent alone." * Seoovermg from the blow, I recollected 
that) in all tarifb for the exchange of prisoners of war, 
agreed upon by belligerents, the value of every grade 
of rank is estimated in privates. Thns in the cartel 
between the United btates and Great Britain in the 
war of 1812-'15, a brigadier-general is put down as 
worth thirty privates, and a major-general at only ten 
more. Consequently, President Madison in making 
me a major-general, by brevet, had not made a major- 
general out and oat (mider the act of Congress), but 
only added the fractional value of ten privates to the 
grade of brigadier-general before (in my case), solemn- 
ly approved by the Senate ; that is, but a /(mrih of the 
full value of a major-generah To this reply, over- 
whelming in its turn, I added the resolution of Con- 
gress giving me a gold medal, and two other acts^ all 
recognizing, by express citation, my higher rank. I 
then turned upon my great adversary in the contro- 
versy, and tritunphantly summed up by saying — ^if 
that presentation of my case amounted to nothing, 

ff 

• This case shows that it is as daiigerous to possess certain arts of 
rhetoric as to wear ooncealed weapons, as even good men an liablfi| im* 
der exeit«mcnt| to nie them improperly. 
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'^whj then, the woild and all that's in it, is noth- 
ing; the covering Bky is nothing; Bohemia nothing 
[etc.], for nothing, have these nothiiigs, if this be 
nothing^ * 

Mr. Adams confessed himself pleased with the earn- 
estness of this rejoinder ; but it seems to belong to the 
ereed of Boundheads, notwithstanding their great char- 
acteristics for good, in the past, and for the fiiture, 
never to acknowledge error. 

An incident occfirred in litis controyersy, so cmri- 
ons, that it seems to be entitled to a record in this 
place. The late adjutant-general (Jones), a good sol- 
dier and a better man, calling on business one morn- 
ing, found the President reading one of my letters then 
just received, and laughing heartily. ^^Here," said 
Kr. Adams, giving an abstract of the letter in his 
hand — the general is ccmmienting on the 61st, and 
62d articles " of war — relative to rank and command, 
which, like the whole series, had oome down from 
September, 1776, as borrowed by Congress from £ng^ 
land, without change, till 1800 — and charges that 
« some bungler, no doubt a derk in the War Depart- 
ment, had ignorantly made the revision." Benewing 
his laughter, Mr. Adams added: ^^I am that bung- 
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ling clerk, for beiBg a member of fhe Senftte^B com- 
mitteoy to which the subject was referred, in 1806| the 

labor of the reviBion fell to me I 

« 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

BLACK HAWK WAB — CHOLERA IN THE AHMY — INDIAN 

TREATIES — BOBCABTTO TALK. 

Lr 1882, Indian hostOitieB of some magnitade broke 
OQt against the then frontier settlements of the Upper 
Mississippi. Brigadier-General Atkinson, a dear friend 
of the antobiographer, an excellent man and fine sol- 
dier, eoUected such forces as were at hand — regulars^ 
under Colonel (afterwards President) Tajlor, with a 
mnch greater number of Dlinois volnnteers — and 
marched against Black Hawk and his yolunteer band 
of confederate Sacs and Foxes, who were supported, 
not only by the sympathies, bnt material, secret aid, of 

thdr neigibbors, the Winnebago tribe. As the exam* 
10 
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pie of Black Hawk waa likely to become infectious 
among many other Indians in that quarter — Sionx, etc, 

etc., Scott, who cornmanded at the time m the Eastern 
half of the United States, was, to meet contingencies, 
ordered to the ^Northwest, with a respectable number 
of regulars taken from the seaboard defences. Ascend- 
ing Lake Hnron, the Asiatic cholera, tb^B new scoorge 
of mankind which had just before been brought to 
Quebec, found its way up the chain of waters, in time 
to infect the troops of Scott's expedition at different 
points on the lakes. In his particular steamer, the dis- 
ease broke out suddenly, and with fatal violence. The 
only snigeon on board, in a panic, gulped down half a 
bottle of wine ; went to bed, sick, and ought to have 
died. There was nobody left that knew anything of 
the healing art, or of the Rightful distemper— only 
Scott, who, anticipating its overtaking him in the 
Xorthwest, had taken lessons from Surgeon Mower, 
stationed in New York — eminent in his profoBfiion, 
and of a highly inquiring, philosophic mind — ^in respect 
to the character, and mode of treating the disease. 
Thus he became the doctor on the afflicting occasion — 
no doubt a very indiiferent one, except in labor and 
intrepidity. He had provided the whole expedition 
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inih the remedies euggested by Doctor Mower, which, 
on board his steamer, he applied, in great part, with 
his own hand to the sick. £Lis principal success was 
in preventrng a general panic, and, miralnle dietu/ 
actnally cured, in the incipient stage, by comnumdj 
several individuals of ttiat fatal preparation for the 
reception of the malady. It contumed several days 
after landing, in July, at Chicago — ^then but a hamlet. 
As soon as the troops had become sufficiently convales- 
cent they were marched thence across the wild prairies, 
inhabited by nomads of Potawatamies — Indians of 
doubtful neutrality. Scott preceded the detachments, 
and on arriving at Prairie dn Ghien, was glad to find 
that Atkinson, alter a most fagging march of weeks 
and hundreds of miles, following the devious retreat of 
the Hawk, finally overtook him at the month of the 
Badaze in the act of crossing the Misrissippi, with his 
band, and in a gallant combat, killed many of his fol- 
lowers, made others prisoners, and dispersed the re- 
mainder. The principal chief and many hundreds of 
his people, men, women, and children, escaped across 
the river; soon, however, to be brought in by the 
Sioux, who were intimidated by the knowledge that 
reenforcements were approaching firom the East. All 
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the fugitives from the battle, on both sides of the 
IfjBfiiasippi, were nltimatdy bronght in. Lispeeting 
the hospital at Fort Crawford, Prairie dn Chien (Tay- 
lor's post), Scott was struck with the remarkablj iine 
bead of a tall volimteer, lying on his side; and seeking 
relief in a book To the qnestion — What ha^e jon 
there, my friend 2" the wounded man pointed to the 
title page of Yonng's Night Thoughts. Soott sat 
down on the edge of the bunk, already interested, and 
learned this story : 

The reader's brother, Mr. Paine, was Black Hawk's 
first yictun. Not in a spirit of revenge, but to protect 
the surviving irontier settlers, the wounded man had 
become a volunteer. Riding into the battle of the Bad- 
axe, he passed an armed Indian boy, not more than in 
his fourteenth year, whom he might easily have sabred, 
but that he thought him a harmless child. The incip- 
ient warrior, however, fired, and lodged a ball against 
the spine of the noble volunteer, who, though still 
suffering greatly, declared that he preferred his con- 
dition to the remorse he should have felt if he had 
killed the boy believing him to have been harmless. 
Scott soothed the Christian hero by giving him the 
story (told above) of the Bobinaon Crusoe Fain, of the 
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I&le of Cape Breton, and took leave with moidtened 
eiyes. 

Seott, with his jNtincipal foroee, deBoended the Mi»- 

giBsippi to £ock Island, a little above the mouth of 
Eock BivcEr, which he had given to all the neighboring 
Indians — Mendly, neutral, or lately in aims — bb the 
point of assemblage for the adjustment, bj treaty, ete^ 
of the rewards or punishments due to conduct in the 
recent troubles. There soon approached the confeder- 
ate Sacs and Foxes, noble tribes, who reminded one of 
Dryden's fine triplet : 

" Free as nature first made man, 

Ere the base laws of servitude b^an. 
When wQd in woods the noUe flsfage nm.^ 

The cunning Winnebagoes were also coming in, as 
well as the (for a time) doubtftd bands of Sioui^ and 
the not unfriendly Menominees. But just then the 
cholera broke out among the troops at the island, in 
all the violence of a first attack. On that account, 
Scott sent directions to all those Indians not to ap- 
proadi him till a new summons. In the mean time 
an incident occurred, like several others of a later date, 
at the same place, to illustrate the manners — morals, 
moBwra—ot our red men— not yet taught by his white 

* 

* 
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brethrea to lie, to cheat and steal, except to and from 
an enemy. 

There were found at Fort Annstrongi JKock laland, 
the appointed scene of diplomacy, three civil prisoners, 
SsfGB, confined by an Indian agent on tihte charge of 
murder — that is, surprising and killing a party of 
Menominees (old enemies), in exact retaliation, and 
aeooiding to Ijidian habits, of a like act on the part 
of the latter. 

In reference to the terrible cholera, Scott said to 
the priBonera : If I permit you, as yon desire, to seek 
safely in the prairies, and, if attacked with the disease^ 
to cure yourselves, with your own unscientific reme- 
dies — will you, when the cholera shall have left the 
island, retom here to be dealt with — probably hung — 
as a civil court may adjudged" They gave the re> 
L^uired pledge. 

It was accordingly arranged, that bn the exhibition 
of a certain signal, hung out from a dead tree, at an 
elevated point of the island, they would return. Load- 
ed with hard bread, and armed with gnns, they were 
put ashore on the mainland. The cholera having 
passed away, the signal was given, when, in a day or 
two, the three frmrderers presented themselvea t Scott 

» 
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placed them again on parole, to await the answer to 
an appeal, in their behalf he had already made to 

Wa^iingtou. The answer finally came and was favor* 
aUe. 

The new smnmons was now given to all the tribes 
before mentioned, and obeyed, when conferences and 
grand conncils of war for the settlements, before 
alloded to, commenced. While these were pending, 
a demand came up, irom a judge of Illinois, sizty nules 
below, for an Indian murderer, his name unknown, 
but who had been distinctly traced to the camp of the 
great body of Sacs and Foxes whom the chie& had 
contrived to hold in neutrality during the recent lios> 
tilities — influenced mainly by Keokuk — ^not a heredr 
itary chief, and only a principal hrome or warrior, 
the sense bear^, orator, and treasurer of the confedea> 
acy» The demand was communicated to this remark- 
able man. After a little musing, the painful truth of 
the story seemed to flash upon him. With candor he 
stated thegroundsof his fears* A young SfYM^of some 
twenty years of age, the son of a distinguished chief, 
had long sought to many a handsome young squaw, 
the daughter of anoth^ famous chief; but the maiden 
repulsed the lover, applying to him the most oppro- 
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brious epithet — sgua/w — ^he ne^er having taken a scalp, 
killed a grizzly bear, nor, by Burprisey robbed an enemy 
of his arms, horse, or wife. Hence, she said her lover 
was not a Jro^'^, but a woman. Her sympathies were, 
moreover, with Black Hawk— her only brother having 
run off with that reckless chie£ All these particulars 
were not yet known to the wise treasurer; for he 
had only been surprised at the change of conduct 
in the beUe awmage^ who had so suddenly married 
her lover. Keokuk, in good faith, said he would in- 
quire, for his great care had been to save his people 
destructive war and entire spoliation, with which 
Black Hawk's conduct had caused them to be threat- 
ened. 

The nejct day he called at headquarters and whia- 
pered that his feais had proved prophetic; that the 
happy bridegroom had, for the good of the oonfeder- 
acy, confessed himself to be the guilty party, and waa 
at hand; but begged the general to repeat, in a full 
council, the demand, etc. This was accordingly done, 
and as soon as Scott's peroration — I demamd the rnrnr^ 
der&r L was interpreted, the young Apollo stood up and 
said: Imb ihsmtml With a violent stamp and voioe 
Scott called out — the guard I A sergeant with a dozen 
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grenadiers rashed in, seized the offender and carried^ 

liim off. 

When the blaeksmith began to place and rivet irons 
upon him he struggled furionsly. It took several of 

the guard to hold liim down. lie said lie did not come * 
forward to be ironed; he did not wish to be tried, that 
he preferred to be shot at onoe. He was sent down to 
the niinois court, then in session ; put on his trial, and 
notwithstanding the strong oireiimstantial evidence, 
and that it was proven he had acknowledged the kill- 
ing in a hand-to-hand %lit — a tricky lawyer, well pro- 
vided witii the means of bribing, no donbt, Ly the 
chie& of the confederacy, obtained from the jury a 
verdict of not guUt/y. 

The acquitted had yet to pass another ordeal — one 
of fire and water. A swift horse, halfway between the 
court and the Mississippi (a few hundied yards oS) had 
been provided for the occasion; bnt firontier men al- 
ways have their rifles in hand, and their horses ready. 
The lawyer hastened his client out of court, and gained 
for him a good start. Fly, young man, or your dear- 
bought Helen will soon be a widow I " In a minute, 
followed by some whizzing shots, he was in the saddle. 

In anotlier, horse and rider" were plunged into '^the 
10* 
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^ great father of waters^" Bwimming side by Bide. Now 
came up foriously a dozen mounted riflemen, who 
threw away their lead at the too distant game. The 
last newa of the romantic Sac represented him as tiie 
• happj father of a thriving family of "young barba- 
riaiiB," by more than, a ^ Dacian mother/' — all &r 
yond the Misaifisippi. 

Oonferences were held with the Menominees and 
Sioux, and treaties signed with— first the Winnebagoes, 
and next with the confederate Sacs and Foxes, in s^ 
arate general councils. There was a second commis- 
sioner, united with Seott^ in these negotiations — Ooy- 
emor Beynolds. But the wearer of the sword, before 
Indians, is the effective orator. ^ 

The spirit of forbearance and liberality, on the part 
of the United States, were the prominent featores in 
those settlements. Scott opened each council with 
stem reproach — reminding the confederate tribes that, 
by their fidlnre to restrain one of their diiefs, Black 
Hawk, from making an unjust war upon the unofiend* 
ing white settlers, near them, tlie whole confederacy 
had forfeited as mnch of their territory as the conqner- 
ors might choose to claim as an indemnity; and the 
Winnebagoes were informed, that their secret en- 
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oooragement and preparatioiiB to join in highly crim- ^ 
inal hoBtilitieOy made them liable to like punishment. 

These empliatic deiiimciations being made perfectly 
dear, through ezoeUent interpreters, and tiieir jnetice 
diown to be indisputable, Scott, on each occasion, pro- 
ceeded : " Such is justice, betweeu nation and nation, 
against which none can rightfully complain ; but as 
God in his dealings with human creatures tempers 
justice with mercy — or else the whole race of man 
would soon have perished — So shall we, commissioners, 
in humble imitation of divine example, now treat you, 
my red brethren I who have offended both against God 
and your great human father, at Washington." He 
then, in each case, demanded a portion of their super- 
fluous territory — from the confederates, that next to the 
Mississippi, now the best part of Iowa ; and from the 
Winnebagoes the northern part of Illinois— paying 
liberally for the cessions, and stipulating for the sup- 
port at the oost of the United States, of schools and 
workshops^ to teach reading, writing, arithmetic, and 
the more necessary mechanical arts. 
' Grateful replies were returned in eadi council. 
That of Keokuk, on the part of the Sacs and Foxes, 
was full of sound sentiment, power, and pathos. 

r 
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The eYening after signing tke last treaty, the gea- 
eral gave a grand dinner to tlie principal cliiefs, and 
had later, a brilliant display of pyrotedbnicB — ^diat is^ 
the throwing of hre balls fix>m mortars, and firing of 
biugle and batteries of rockets, which caused much 
shouting of delight from the Indians encamped on the 
mainland — ^Bock Island being in the centre of an 
amphitheatre of high hills — notwithstanding their 
usual fM admmmy or phlegm. 

The young officers of the army — ^aU volunteers had 
been discharged by Scott, soon after the battle of the 
Badaxe-r*had a dance on the green turf at the same 
time — creels and quadrilles-^with young hrama — ^the 
Indian rimurs^ like those of the Turks, forbidding that 
the red women should mix themselves up, in public, 
with their male superiors — ^barbarians! Many of the 
softer sex, however, were allowed to look on the 
dancers, and showed by their giddy chatterings that 
they would have been happier if whirled about in the 
dance by those charming young white braves ! 

Ahl how sad for man, and woman too, if not 
allowed, in youth and innooency, to converse, to talk, 
to play and laugh together. 

The male partners of our officers were quick in 
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fltep and imitation, as wdl aa in lond laughter, at eyery 
torn. A band fionuahed the music and heightened the 
joy of all. 

Eeoknl, too, contribated not a little to the enter- 
tainment bj a pantomime, which needed no interpre- 
tation, of one of his successful expeditions against a 
hoBtile party. Fbrst the tedious march; streams to 
swim ; next the rapid ran, and now Hie stealthy step- 
beckoning to his tollowers the discovery of the unsus- 
pecting enemy at camp fires with rifles laid aside, 
waiting a moment longer for the cooked venison they 
were destined never to eat ; — ^then the rush upon the 
unarmed, and the slaying. In a moment all was over, 
bat the ahonting. Bigotini was never happier in pan- 
tomime at the Paris Opera. 

A war dance was added by the same accomplished 
hero in peace as in war, whom Scott had solemnly in- 
vested with the rank and broad silver medal of a chiei^ 
with the consent of the tribe, and on an eq^ual footing 
with the proudest who had inherited the title through 
long generations. 

The sequel of the late troubles were thus closed, 
when all, of both oolors, dispersed, contented and 
cheerfiiL 
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It WIS in allimion to tiie cholera and the foregoing 
aettlementa with the IndiaoB, that Cbneral Caas^ than 
Secretary of War, now one of the most venerable of 
Ameriean oitiaenB, after a long life of nBeftdneeB and 
diatinctionr-withoat one error in morals^ and but few 
in politics — addreased to Scott a letter containing this 
passage: 

Allow me to eongratnlato yon, air, npon tfaia for- 
tunate consonunation of jour arduous duties, and 
to express my entire approbation of the whole course 
of your proceedings, during a series of diffienlties 
re(j[uiring higher moral courage than the opera- 
tions of an active campaign, under ordinary circum- 
Btances." 

A published letter irom an intelligent officer of the 
army, still unknown, but supposed to have been tlio 

« 

lamented Captain Bichard Bache (a descendant of 
Dr. Franklin), deserves a place in this narxativa 
It is more in detail, and better moiivt thau the Secre- 
tary's: 

He says that the general's course of conduct on 
that occasion should establish for Lim a reputation not 
inferior to that which he has earned in the battle field ; 
and should exhibit him not only as a warrior, but as a 
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man — not only afi the hero of battles, but as the hero 
of hnmanitj. It is weQ known that the troopB in that 
service Buftered Beverelj from the cholera, a diaease 
frightful enough trom its rapid and fatal effects, but 
which came among us the more so, from the known in- 
experience of onr medical men, and from the general 
belief, at that time, in its contagiousness. Under such, 
circumstances it was clearly the general's duty to give 
the best general directions he could for proper attend- 
ance on the sick, and for preventing the spread of the 
disease. When he had done this, his duty was per> 
iKirmed, and he might have left the rest to his medi- 
cal officers. But such was not his course. He thought 
he had other duties to perform, that his personal safe- 
ly must be disregarded to visit the sicj^ to cheer the 
well, to encourage the attendants, to set an example 
to all, and to prevent a panic — in a word, to save 
the lives of others at the risk of his otm. All this 
he did faithfiilly, and when he could have had no 
otlier motive than that of doing good. Here was no 
glory to be acquired; here was none of the excite- 
ments of the battle field; here was no shame to be 
avoided, or diograce to be feared^ because liis gene- 
eral arrangements and directions to those whose part 
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it WM to battle with sickxieBa, had satiflfied daly. His 
eonduet then eihibited a trait in his character which 

made a &txoiig impression ou me, and which, in mj 
opinioiii jostioe requires should not be OTeviooked." 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

BBJ0IN8 HIS FAMILY— OBDEBED TO 0HASLE6T0N — NUUJ- 

FiOATioii — mowmm — ^p£A.oe bestobssd. 

SooiT now hastened to join his family, at W^t 
Point, in their retreat from the cholera in New York. 
He himselj^ always in its presence, experienced symp- 
toms of the infection^ but without taking a remedy, 
he had, so fai*, escaped prostration. 

Passing through Cincinnati, he told the eminent 
Dr. Drake, judging by his usual feehngs, that the evil 
was about to burst upon the inliabitants, which hap- 
pened the next day* Sleeping at Ghambersbnig, 
where he arrived late at night, he was much cramped, 
and learned, next morning, that a cholera patient was 
just dead on tiie same floor. At Philadelphia he told 
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his frifiiid% Ftof«fleorB Chapman and GKbeon, that the 
diseaae was Btill lingering with them, and always well 

on the road, he might have said the same thing at Il^ew 
York. Ilere, eating a sumptuous dinner, for the first 
time in many montha, with wine, at Delmonioo'B, he 
took the evening steamer ibr West Point, with stron- 
ger premonitions than ever before \ lay down to sleep, 
determined if, on waking up, the symptoms oontinned, 
to pass his family and die somewhere beyond them. 
Happily, getting into a healthy atmosphere, he, at the 
end of two home, found himself again w^lL 

It was now about the 4th of Ifoyember. But little 
rest with his family was allowed. Having done much 
work, more was demanded. In a few days he received 
an oirder firom the War Department, marked confiden* 
tial, to hasten to Washington. He passed, anknowing- 
ly, Mr. Secretary Oass on the road to the Iforth* 
Seott, arriving in the evening, had no one to report 
to, but President Jackson himself Waiting upon him 
at once, he, after a gracious reception, adverted to the 
c^rtauity that Sonth Oarolina wonld very soon be out 
of the Union— either by nulMcation or secession. On 
that probability, he condescendingly invited Scott's 
views as to the best measures of ootmteraetion — he him- 
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self being patriotically reeolyed to stand bis groimd — 
Ths Union muti and AM be prea&rved. Soott, in 
repljy suggested strong garnaoxis for I'ort Moultrie 
(Sumter was not quite above ground), Castle Pincknej, 
and the anenal at Angosta^ Georgia. The latter was 
filled with the rnaUriel of war — ^then easily seized and 
emptied by a sudden expedition across the bridge that 
made Hamburg, in South Carolina^ a faubonig of Au- 
gusta—there being always, in both places, hundreds of 
cotton wagons harnessed up. He added, that besides 
troops, a sloop-of-war and some revenue catters would 
be needed in Charleston to enforce the collection of 
duties on foreign importations. " Proceed at once and 
execute those views. Ton have my caaie Uanohey in 
respect to troops ; the vessels shall be there, and writ* 
ten instructions shall follow you," were the President's 
prompt orders, given orally. 

In the act of taking leave, Scott was invited to wait 
a moment for supper. He replied that as he should 
proceed South in the morning, lie had only that hour 
for calling upon his Mend, Ex-President Adams, a lit- 
tle distance o£ That^s right," said General Jackson, 
"never forget a friend." Mr. Adams aatonished Scott 
not a little by two remarks: 1. "You are going South 
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to watch the nullifiem'' (There was no intercourse 
betweeoDL him and his Bucceeeor whateTer.) 2. ^^Mr. 
Calhoun will be the iir&t to give way. He will ahow 
the white feather I " 

Scott reminded Mr. Adams that this was abont hia 
osnal time ibr making hia regular tour of iuq>ection 
along the Southern seacoast. Yes,'' he reiterated, 
to watch the nollifiers." 
Scott reached Oharleston a few days after the passage 
of the ordinance of nullihcation. On the journey he 
had twisted a little an anlde. This was finrtunate, and 
he made the most of the accident to cover delays at 
Charleston, Savannah, and Augusta; for it was impor- 
tant to the interests of uninterrupted peace, that he 
should not, by open preparations for defence, precipi- 
tate hostilities, — ^the minds of nulMers, about half of 
the population, being much infl.aiaedj and on the qui 
vwe. As biennial inspector, he contrived, by a little 
hobbling, to visit Fort Moultrie and Castle Pinckney ; 
gave coniidential instructions to enlarge and strengthen 
the fort, etc. Orders were also sent for the handfiils 
of troops (single companies, from many points) neces- 
. saiy to complete garrisons. Thence he visited Augus- 
ta in thesame way, and for a like purpose. That being 
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aooompliahed, lie fell down to Sayannah, where he laid 
himself up rather more than the improved ankle re- 
quired, because an early return to Tort Moultrie would 
unquestionably have betrayed tlie special purpose of 
. his preeence; have caused an immediate attempt to 
seize Fort Moultrie, and, probably, an intestine war, ^ 
bad as that which is now (February, 1864), afficting 
the good old Union. 

While lying at Savannah, awaiting a nearer ap- 
proach of the impending crisis in South Carolina, the 
reply, below, was written to the Honorable William 0. 
Preston, afterwards of the Senate of the United States 
— then a leading member both of the legislature and 
convention of Sonth Oarolina. 

No one intimately acquainted with this distin- 
guished man can speak of him without seeming, to a 
stranger, to run into extravagance. With the purest 
morals, and a wife worthy to glide double, swan and 
shadow/' down the stream of life with him — they were 
" lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death 
[not long] divided.'* 

He, so highly gifted in genius and fancy ; highly 
accomplished as a Bcholai*, a gentleman, and a states- 
man; with powers of oratory to em'aptuze the multi 
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tadOi and edify the intelligent ; — ^with a soul so genial 

and voice so sweet, as to win all wlio approacked Mm 
— ^young and old, men,^women, and children — was, at 
this nnhappy period, given np to nnlMoation. Bis 
good genius, however, triumphed in the end; for he 
lived loiio: enou'jrli to make atonement to tlie Union, 
and to die (in 1860) &ithfiil to the same allegianee 
that distinguished his grandfiAther, Campbell, of King's 
Mountain, and also his immediate parent, General 
Frank Preston, long a member of Congress from South* 
western Virginia. 

Letter from Major-Oenerdl Seott to Ae HonorMe 

Lewis Ca88y jSeoretary at War, 

[Extract.] 



" I have had the honor to address you once from 



this place since my retnm from Augusta. The letter 
bore date the 10th or 11th instant. In it I stated that 
I had not the time to retain a copy. 

I now take the liberty to enclose a copy of a pri- 
vate letter which I addressed to William G. Preston, 



HSADQUARTERS, EASTERN DEPARTMENT, 

Sayakmah, December 15, 1832. 



"Sm: 
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Esq., a leading member of the Sonth Oarolina Legis- 
lature^ and a nullifier. I do this, because lettere from 
. me to individualB of that party should be seen by the 
Gh>ver]iment, and beeaxue this letter omtains the senti- 
mentB and topics which I always urge in oonYerBation 
with nulMers. 

^ It win be seen that I speak of the arrival of troops 
in the harbor of Charleston. I did this becaose I knew 
the movement of the troops was, or would be soon 
known, and because I wish to prevent the idea of 
offensiye operations (invasion.) Such an idea might 
precipitate the State authorities into some act of open 
hostility, which would not fSedl to be followed by a 
civil war, at least among her own citizens." 

Sayankxh, December 14, 1882. 

Mt Dbab Snt: 

Yon have an excellent memory to remind me, after 
so long an interval, of my promise to visit you when 
next on a tour to the Sonth, and I owe yon an apology 
for not earlier acknowledging your kind letter. It was 
handed to me just as I was about to leave Charleston, 
and I have been since too constantly in motion (to Axk- 
gnsta^ and back here) to allow me to write. 
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Ab to the speculations " at Ckdumbia rdative to 
" the object of my visit to Charleston at this moment,** 
I can only say, that I am on that very tour, and about 
the very time, mentioned by me when I last had the 
pleasure of seeing you. On what evils days we have 
fiJlen, my good fiiend, when so oommonplaoe an event 
giree rise to conjecture or speculation I I can truly 
assure you, that no one has felt more wretched than 
your humble corxeepondent, since an xinhappy contro- 
versy b^gan to assome a serioos aspect I have always . 
entertained a high admiration for the history and char- 
acter of Sooth Oarolina, and accident or good fortune, 
has thrown me into intimai^, and even friendship, with 
almost every leader of the two parties which now divide 
and agitate the State. Would to God they were again 
united, as during the late war, when the federaUsts vied 
with the republicans in the career of patriotism and 
glory, aud when her legislature came powerfully to the 
.aid of the Union. Well, the nugority among yon have 
taken a stand, and those days of general harmony may 
never return. What an awful position for South Caro- 
lina, as wdl as for the other States t 

I cannot follow out the long, dark shades of the pio- 
ture that presents itself to my fears. I will hope, nev« 
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erthelesB, for the best. But I turn my eyes back^ aod, 
good God ! what do I behold? Impatient South Caro- 
lina oonld not wait — she has taken a leap, and is al- 
ready a foreign nation ; and the great names of Wash- 
ington, Franklin, Jefferbon, and Greene, no longer 
compatriot with yours, or those of Lanrens, Moultrie, 
Finckney, and Marion with mine 1 

But the evil, supposing the separation to liave been 
peaceMe^ would not stop there. When one member 
shall withdraw, the whole arch of the Union will tum- 
ble in. Out of the broken fragments new combinations 
will arise. We should probably have, instead of ons^ 
three coi^ederades — a Iforthem, Southern, and West- 
em reunion ; and transmontane Virginia, your native 
country, not belonging to the South, but torn off by 
the general West. I turn with horror ^om the picture 
I have only sketched. I have said it is dark ; let but 
one drop of blood be spilt upon the canvas, and it be- 
comes one red." 

*' Lands inteneded by a nanow firilih 

Abhor each other. Mountains interposed ^ 
Make enemies of nations, which had else, 
lake kindred dropa, been ndnc^ into one." 

But yon and my other South Carolina friends have 
11 



u ij- i^ .o l y Google 



842 Sulyed ConUivued. 

taken jour rarpeotiTe sideB, and I must follow out 
mind. 

Tou have probably heard of the arrival of two or 
three ocmipanieB at Gharleeton, in the lagt six weeks, 
and you may hear that as many more have followed. 
There i& nothing inconsistent with t]ie President's mes- 
Bage in these movements. The intention simply is, 
that the forts in the harbor shall not be wrested from 
the United States. I believe it is not apprehended 
that the State authorities eontemplate any attack, at 
least in the present condition of things, on thescposts; 
but I know it has been feared that some unauthorized 
multitude^ under sudden excitement, might attempt to 
seize them. The President,. I presume, will stand on 
the defensive — thinking it better to discourage than to 
invite an attadk — better to prevent than to repel one, 
in order to gain time for wisdom and moderation to 
exert themselves in the capitol at Washington, and in 
the state house at Columbia. From humane consider^ 
ations like these, the posts in question have been, and 
probably will be, slightly reenforced. I state what I 
partly know, and what I partly conjecture, in order 
that the case which I see is provided for in one of your 
bills, may not be supposed to have actually occurred. 
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If I were possessed of an important secret of the 
GoTernmeiit, my honor certainly would not allow me to 

diBcloBeit; but there is in the ibregomg neither Becreqr 

nor deception. My ruling wish is, that neither party 

• 

take a rash step, that migiht pnt all hiealing powers at 
defiance. «It ia, doubtless, merely intended to hold the 
posts for the present. A few companies are incapable 
of effecting any further object. The engineer, also, is 
going on, steadily, but slowly, in erecting the new work 
(Port Sumter, near the site of Fort Johnson, long since 
projected for the defence of the harbor), tlie foundation 
of which is but jast laid. When finished, some years 
hence, I trust it may long be regarded, both by South 
Carolina and the other States, as one of the bulwarks 
of our common coast. 

There is nothing in this letter intended to be con- 
fidential, nor intended for the public press. When I 
commenced it, I only designed giying utterance to pri- 
vate sentiments, unconnected with public events; but 
my heart being filled with grief on account of the lat- 
ter, my pen has run a little into that distress. Let us, 
however, hope for more cheering times. Yet, be this 
as it may, and whether our duties be seyeral or com- 
mon, I shall always have a place in my bosom for the 
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priTate a&ctioDB; and that I may ever stand in the old 

relation to jou, is the Bincere vdsh of jour friend, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

» 

The time of danger at length arrived, and so had 
the detachments of troops in the harbor of Charleston, 
each exxnxpBJxy astonished to meet the others. Scott 

borrowed the revenue cutter of the collector, who sup- 
posed him to be bound to St. Angnstine — a supposition 
neither &yored nor denied by Scott, who giying orders 
not to take letters, sailed from Savannah *^for parts 

unknown " to all but himself. Passing the Tybee bar, 
the astonished master of the entter was told to tiamd 
for tJve hmbcT qf CharlesUm. The next day Scott was 

ensconced in Port ^loultrie, where, for several days, he 

# 

lay, without the knowledge of anybody in CSiarleeton, 
save his friend — ^the great patriot and moral hero — 
James L. Petigru (now lately dead of a broken heart 
at the state of the country), and a few other friends of 
the Union — Poinsett, Huger, etc, etc 

Finding that at a general meeting in the city, the 
leaders of the quari rebellion had proposed and carried 
a resolution to suspend its commencement, in order to 
await the result of certain compromise measures before 
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Congreee — Soott again, to avoid the irritation the threatt 

ening aspect of his presence might occasion, quietly em- 
"barked in another cutter for the North, via Wilmington, 
North Carolina — intending to return before the expirar 
tion of the qu<m armistice. Colonel Bankhead, Scott's 
chosen second in command — a manly, generous soldier, 
was left to improve, in the mean time, the discipline of 
the troops and the strength of the forts. 

In the night, late in January, Scott reembarked in 
the lower harbor of New York for Charleeton — his de- 
parture unknown in the city, and also his name to the 
master and owners of the packet. That same day, he 
despatched an artide to his friend, General Broadnax, 
the acknowledged leader of the Virginia Legislature, 
against both nullification and secession, containing 
politico-military views and arguments not likel; to 
occur to the minds of many civilians, and which, being 
published in the newspapers at the time and place, had 
a considerable effect in preventing Virginia from plung- 
ing into the South Carolina vortex, to which her State 
Bight doctrines made her but too prone. She was then 
saved ; but, at the second temptation (in 1861) lost in 
rebellion 1 

<iThe mother of States^" late in January, 1833, 
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passed resolutionB lecommendiiig that the offenaiTe 

ordinance of South Carolina be repealed, and requesting 
Oongreas to miitigate tiie tariff The third step, taken 
at the same tune, was to appoint a oommissioner of per- 
suasion and peace to her wayward sister — ^perhaps, not 
entirely in harmony with the spirit of the supreme law 
of the Union that prohibits any agreement or com* 
pact^ between States. The person selected for that 
duty was the Honorable Benjamin Watkins Leigh, al- 
ready mentioned in these memoirs as Scott's earliest 
and longest-continued friend — soon after a distinguished 
Senator of the United States, and distinguished in every 
previous walk of his life for virtue, talent, and nsefhl- 
ness — ^whose motto always was : Might mds^ jmrsiLed 
iy mea/ns as good as the ends. Shaking hands in 
Gharleston, the two Mends exdaimed together: How 
tir<mge cw rmetmg here^ cmd how sta^aaigeth^occasioThl 
In every case where there was a liability of collision 
between the Federal and State antiiorities, Scott con- 
sulted with the District Attorney, Gilchrist, with Feti- 
gru, etc., always holding himself ready to support the 
marshal by force. Happily no collision fell out be- 
tween tiie parties. But the duties of Scott were most 
critical, requiring the nicest observance and delicacy of 
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management, to avoid the ahedding of tiiejirit drop of 
blood ; for failing in tliis, the two home parties, nearly 
of equal nnmbero, and always ready for blowB, woold 
instantly have rushed into the a^^ay, and have filled 
the State with the sound of hostile arms. !Nor could 
such calamity have been pent up within her borders; 
but must have raged and spread like the present dire 
rebellion. 

Perhaps tibie peace observances alluded to, though 
great in the aggregate, were, separately, too small in 

detail for historical record; yet nothing that tended to 
prevent a civil war ought, by patriots, to be regarded 
as triviaL Besides, the record may be valuable to 
future commanders finding themselves in similar cir- 
cumstances* The basis of Scott's policy was hwrmlAty 
and farbearanoe on the part of the United States' 
troops, officers, and men. The crews of the rowboats, 
which consisted of men selected on account of their in- 
telligence and sobriety — ^for mailceting purposes, visit- 
ing the post office, and conveying ofiicers up and down 
betvv een the fort and the city — were made to compre- 
hend and support that policy. The general, sometimes 
a passenger himself, took that instruction into hand. 
He said to the crews, and as often as practicable to 
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oificers and otliers of the garrkon : Tliese nullitiers,*' 
all known by their palmetto cockades, haye, no doabt, 
beecMne exceedingly wrong-headed, and are in the road 
to treagou ; but still thej are our countrjiueny and may 
be saved from that great crime by respect and kindnesB 
on our part We must keep onr boBoms open to re- 
ceive tkem back as brothers in the Union. If we suc- 
ceed by such means in this endeavor, it will be a great 
moral trinmph, worth much more to our oonntry than 
crushing victories in the field. In walking the streets 
let ns give place to aU dtizens. Bad words and even 
casting mud upon ns, can do no harm. We shall show 
our courage by quietly passing along. I rather think 
that I should disregard even a few brickbats, and re- 
member^ my gallant fellows, that you are no heUer than 
yowr old comiiumdeT! But should those misguided 
men be driven to the field by our neglect or their own 
inherent madness; — should they drop the name of 
Americans, and under the wing of some foreign power 
make war upon us, then, in te'ars and blood we will 
eroah themll " Such remarks often repeated, and IIeJI- 
ing &om an ofdcer of high rank, needed, for propagation 
among troops, no printing press. They ran through 
mouths and ears of all with wonderful rapidity. 
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Hundreds of citizens, respectable men, decorated 
with the pahnetto, visited the fort in the course of 
every weeik. Soott, and many of his intelligent offioera, 
made it a point to converse &eely with those citizens, 
and to show to some of the seniors and most intelligent, 
the interior of the defensiYe worka— always taking care 
to remark : ^' You see we have made ourselves as strong 
as possible, and wish it to be known to our neighboring 
eonntrymen ; because it is to be feared, that in the un- 
happy excitement prevailing, some unauthorized multi- 
tude, by a sudden impulse, may rush upon us, in ignor- 
ance, and -to their certain destruction." Some of the 
graver of those visitors were, on many occasions, even 
invited by the general to dine at the officers' mess, and 

■ 

treated with the highest courtesy. 

At a public meeting of nulliiiers — there was more 
than one a week — to keep up excitement — Governor 
Hamilton in a lAfode told the' multitude that, to try 
the question whether the Federal authorities would 
dare to stop, at the fort, dutiable ai-ticles till satisfac- 
tion of all tariff demands, he had ordered some boxes 
of sugar £:om the Havana, and "my Mends," he 
added, with great applause, "if Uncle Sam put his 

robber hand on the boxes, / Jomad yau^U go Hha death 
11* 
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with me for the sugar I The ship boon arrived, the 
sugar was quietly taken out, locked vp in the fort, and 
kept a fiecret from everybody in Charle&ton, except the 
importer j because, if known, consistency in folly might 
have caused an attempt to execute the threat. 

While all good patriots were learM of folly and 
madness on one side, and with aching eyes turned to 
CongresB on the other ;-that is, whflean were in the 
agony of suspense— a great calamity &11 npon Charles- 
ton, which Scott instantly sought to turn to the inter- 
ests of peace. At nightfall, it was seen at the fort that 
a fire was raging in the city, which, aided by a fresh 
breeze, was likely to reduce everything combustible to 
ashes. The drums beat the long^oU^ the garrison 
leaped from an nnfiniahed supper, and, in a moment^ 
all were under arms. Scott in his usual tone stated 
the reason for the call ;--made a bliort appeal to the 
sympathies of the soldiers, and asked for volunteers to ' 
aid in stopping the lire. AH stepped forward. He 
directed the company officers to select some three hun- 
dred men, and prepare the boats: In the mean time 
he despatched Major Heileman, an excellent officer and 
man, who, trom long service in the harbor had made 
himself a &yorite with everybody in the city — to report 
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to tiie Inteadaat (mayor) that he would Boon be fol- 
lowed by detachments of men anxious to help their 
MendB in the eziBting calamity. He was told to say 
that the troops would arrive wWumt <mns^ and take 
care not to allow the crabbed Intendant time to retort : 
<^i> — n G^enmA SeoU and Ma cmM ! rmnatafrmd 
iff them}^^ but to add, in his first breath: ^^Ihis is 
said in order that should you set the soldiers to guard 
banks and property in the streets, you may see the 
necessity of lending them a few stands of muskets." 
The gallant Major Binggold (mortally wounded under 
General Taylor on tliis side of the E,io Grande) at the 
instant eame up with some eighty lusty fellows, ready 
for the good work. He reported himself to the sulky 
Intendant, unworthy of the city and his office — who 
made no reply to either of those officers. Just then, a 
citizen called to Binggold, Here, Major, for God's 
sake save my sugar refinery, for the adjoining house 
has caught the flames I " Binggold turning to his men 
said: ^'Do you hear that my lads; ynfU go the ^ deoith 
for the mgaa*P^^ — a most happy quotation from Gov- 
ernor Hamilton, that caused everybody to smile but 
the Intendant, who evidently considered the kind pres- 
ence of the soldiers a most untoward event to the cause 
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of nullificatioiL. Ringgold's party soon tore down flie 

house neit to the refinery, and xnamly by the aid of 

the other troops aud a IxkIj of United States' sailors^ 

» 

the devonring element was stayed everywhere. 

Soott remained iq[> to welcome and applaad his 

uoble detachments. The good citizens, melting with 
gratitude, had been liberal in the offer of bread, cheese, 
and dder^-the soldiers deolining ardent spirits, and'all, 
sober and happy, were in their own beds by one o^clock 
the same night. 

Mr. Leigh, mueh with the nnllifiera, to whom he 
had been commissioned, wrote to Scott the next day, 
that ^ a great good had been effected. It works pow- 
fiilly.^ 

One other incident occurred during this same state 
of lingering agony lhat seems entitled to come upon 
this recordi The nnllifiers, though they regarded Scott 
askance, and with feelings bordering on honest, but 
mistaken hatred, had not lost all the brightness of their 
old chivalry, and hence, in the Jockey Club, united 
with the Union members in extending to Scott an in- 
vitation to attend the approachii^ races — a sort of 
annual jubilee, which always brought to Charleston, 
in February, most of the numerous families of wealth. 
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refinement, and fisuihion in the State. The dnb, more- 
over, did him the honor to appoint a man of mark as 
his cicerone for 'the ocea6iou, and in case of need, a 
xeady, very sufficient protector. This true ehevalier 
was the Ex-Govemor Wilson, a staunch nolliiier, for- 
merly a powerftd editor of a newspaper; — a recent 
tranaUtor of certain Greek firagmenta into elegant 
English poetry ; — ^in early life, almost a professed duel- 
list, biit of late the common pacificator in prirate qnar- 
reb; — not yet old, bnt enbdned in temper, probably 
more by remorse than age, and now benignant in 
smiles and sentiments. 

The two, Wilson and Scott, had hardly reached the 
Stranger's Stand, before Mr. Leigh, from the Governor's 
Stand, came almost breathless to Seott : Why," he 
said, this rash step you are about to take — a new 
fort at this critical moment, when the friends of peace 
are just beginning to hope it possible to avoid a civil 
war?" '^My good Mend, I don't comprehend yon," 
replied Scott. " Oh, there is no use in mystery on the 
subject Here's a Washington paper (received in ad- 
Tance of the mail) containing a letter to you from the 
War Department, telling you to cause Stono Inlet to 
be ftTraminftfl, with a view to a fort at that point." 
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Kowitwas troeSooU had, some time before, received 
such letter, bat wujs astonished to find it had been pub- 
lished. It waB certainly, under the ^circiimstaiioeB, a 
moat siniater publication — quite athwart Scott'a peace 
policy and measures; for il' a spade had been, about 
that time, put into the ground for a new work bejond 
Sulliyan'B Island, civil war would have been inaugu- 
rated on the spot, ELappilj Scott was enabled to say, 
with truth, that he had absolutely no intention of send- 
ing an ofBcer or a man to that point, and that to occu- 
py it by a fort or troops was entirely outside of his 
military views and purposes. Mr. Leigh and Governor 
Wilson hastened to communicate this assurance to the 
high oiiicials and others on the ground, all in a state 
of morbid excitement, breathing defiance and war. * 

Oonsidering the oral and written instructions Scott 
had before received from the President and Secretary 
of War, it is difficult to imagine the necessity for this 
missile. Through some babbler an inUing of the order 
reached the ears of a member of the House of Bepre- 
sentatives, when, in a spirit of hostility, it was called for 
and thrown out, as a firebrand among more than a 
million of States' Bights men south of the Potomac 

ready for explosion. 
« 
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Awhile later OoDgresa passed the Compromifie Act; 
the South Carolina Convention reconvened and rescind- 
ed the nullification ordinance, when Leigh and Soott 
returned j^orth in a state of quiet satisfaction. 

Scott called at the President's mansion. Vice- 
President Van Bnren, a temporary guest, came down 
to receive him, and told the visitor that he had read 
all his reports, official and semi-official, from the South, 
and kindly spoke of them with emphatic approbation. 
The President himself soon followed and louched lightly 
the same subject — deigning a few terms of measured 
praise. 

This extreme temperance of phrase on a great occa- 
sion slightly awakened Scott's suspicion tliat the recon- 
ciliation between the parties in 1828, was, with General 
Jackson, but external ; although the habit of his, Scott's 
mind, was of the opposite character — ^he, always, ac- 
cepting as somid maxims, that more men are duped 
by suspicion than by confidence,"^ and that — Evils 
may be courted, may be woo'd and won by diatrusty f 
Bat more of the particular suspicion in the sequel. 

Mr. Leigh, who died in 1S49, in a published letter, 
addressed to Edward D. Mansfield, Esq., author of 

f Le Cttdbial de Bet% Liv. n. f Proveribial Fbaoeophj. 
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Soott's faiogiapliy, and many works of great scientific 

and literary merit, said ; ^ I was in Charleston when 
Scott arrived and assumed command [Ms last visit, 
about the first of Febmaay— by sea, firom New Yod:], 
which he did without any parade or fuss. No one who 
had an opportunitj of obberving on the spot the excite- 
ment that existed can have an adequate conceptioii^ of 
the delicacy of the trust. General Scott had a large 
acquaintance with the people of Charleston. He was 
their £ri^d ; l)ut his situation was such that many, the 
great majority of them, looked upon him aa a public 
enemy. « * ♦ ♦ ♦ He thought, as I thought, 
that the first drop of blood shed in civil war, between 
the United States and one of the States, would prove 
an immedicable wound, which would end in a change 
of our institutions. -He was resolved, if possible, to 
prevent a resort to arms, and nothing could have been 
more judicious than his conduct. Far &om being 
prone to take offence, he kept his temper under the 
strictest guard, and was most careful to avoid giving 
occasion for o&nce; yet he held himself ready to act, 
if it should become necessary, and he let that be dis- 
tinctly understood. He sought the society of the lead- 
ing nullifiers [old Mends], and was in their society as 
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mnch 88 they would let him be, but he took care never 
to say a word to them oil the aabject of political differ- 
ences ; lie treated tliem as a firiend. From the begin- 
xung to the end his conduct wae as conciliatory as it 
was firm and sincere, evincing that he knew his duly 
and waa resolved to perform it, and yet that his prin- 
cipal object and purpose was peace. He was perftedy 
saccessfol, when the least impmdence might have re- 
sulted in a serious collision." 
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CHAPT££ XX. 

« 

TAOnOS — aXNSBAL SBQULA.TIOKB — ^FLOBIDA WAS— <3BEBK 

WAS — ^Jackson's wab upon aoon^— ootot of inqthbt. 

• 

In ISS^-'S the aatobiographer trandated and adapt- 
ed to the particular oiganization of the United Statee' 
Infantry, unencumbered with a board, the new French 
Tactics on the old bans. Bis Omeral BeguUMons for 
the army, or MtUUMry InsUt/uUa^ had, in a new imprea- 
fiion years before, dropping his name, been blurred^ 
mutilated, and spoiled under high militaiy authority. 
This, his last edition of tactics, was soon, under the 
same protection, abridged and emasculated down to 
utter uselessness, by the present adjntant-general of the 
Confederate army, without the knowledge of Scott, and 
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next pirated, in great part, under the immediate pro- 
tection of Mr. Secretary Jefferson Davis, by one of his 

•pets, now a divibion commander in the Confederate 
army, aided by another pet of the same Mr. Davis, a 
majoivgeneral of the United States' volunteers, who, 
recently, following up the old hostility of that clique^ 
has entirely snperseded Scott's tactics, with the consent 
of a loyal Secretary of War, and two loyal regular gen- 
erals, all three the professed Iriends of Scott, but who 
did not chance to know anything of the particular his- 
tory or the merits of the case^ and through Scott's pep> 
sonal neglect of his own feune and interests. With a 
single added remark, tlie result of an old experience, 
the antobiographer will dismiss this subject for ever: — 
It is extremel/y jperiiaus to ch<mge systems qf tactics m 
an army m the midst of a war^ and highly inconvenieTit 
&vm at the iegmning of one* 

A slight incident occurred about this time, which, 
though perhaps below the dignity of history, may be 
tolerated in personal memoirs, which are usually of a 

•more anecdotal character, and vmtten with greater 
freedom sgai ease. 

Scott being on a short visit to Washington, had the 
honor to be invited to dine with President Jackson, 
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and was fiuriher oofmplimented by being assigned to 
conduct an agreeable lady, to him a stranger, to the 
table, where he was desired to place her between the 
President and himselt Towaids the end of the sitting 
General Jackson said to the fair lady, in a tone of 
labored pleasantry, that is, with ill-disguised bitterness : 
*<I eee you are pleased with the attentions of your 
neighbor. Do you know that he has condemned all 

the measures of my administration % " Mrs. was 

perfectly shocked. Scott promptly replied : ^ Mr. 
-President, yon are in part mistaken. I thought highly 
of your proclamation against nulliiiers, and yesterday, 
in the Senate, I was equally pleased with your special 
message on the French Indemnily question, which I 
heard read." "That's candid I" retorted the Presi- 
dent. " He thinks well of two — hut two ! of my meas- 
ures." The lady evidently r^arded Scott, like the old 
general, as a bad subject of the realm. The most un- 
suspicious nature might now plainly see that the bolt 
was forged, and would in due time be launched. 

The Seminole war, whidi commenced by the sur- 
prise and massacre of Major Dade, and about one hun- 
dred and ten men, December 28, 1885, may from its 
cost (about twenty millions) and duration (seven yeara) 
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be called a great war* Brigadier-General Clincli^ near- 
est at hand, adyanoed on the Indians, and at the head 
of a small foroe won the battle of WitUacoochee. 
Major-General Gaines hastily collected, at Kew Or- 
leans, a bodj of volunteers and some companies of 
regulars, and soon reached Florida. He marched past 
the scene of the massacre, buried the dead, and pro- 
ceeded towards Fort Drane for supplies. His detach- 
ment, attacked by the Seminoles on the Vithlaooochee, 
intrenched themselves, and would probably have 
shared the fate of Dade's party, but for a prompt un- 
dictated moTement by Brigadier-General CSineh, com- 
manding at Fort Drane — a man of singular excellence 
— whose sentiments had the unvarying truth of in- 
stincts, and whose common sense always rose to the 
height of the occasion. 

Clinch liberated the beleaguered Gaines, who held a 
parley with the Indians, and abandoning the great and 
single object of the Government — ^their emigration, 
according to the treaty of Payne's Landing — ^he an- 
nulled that treaty, and told them if they would remain 
qidet, they might continne to occupy the whole coun- 
try south and east of that river i This the superannu- 
ated general preposterously called dictating a ^eace to 
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the IndumsJ and went off swiftly to New Orleans, 
rejoicing I Now as the conceit made one man happy, 
it would have been well enongh; but that the staff 
oficers at that city, learning that the war had been 
happily finished by a single covp de nuMrSj failed to 
send to Tampa Bay the supplies for men and horses 
that Scott, the snccessor of Gaines, had ordered thither I 
Scott's embarrassment — throwing out the ludicrous 
canse thereof was serions and irremediable. 

His advance on Tampa Bay in two columns, by 
different routes — one commanded by General Clinch, 
with whom Scott marched, and the other by Oolonel 
linsay, was unmarked by a single event of interest, 
except that Clinch's passage of the Withlacoochee was 
slightly opposed by the enemy. The whole expedition 
returned (again by several routes) to the northeast of 
Florida for these reasons ; 1,. The failure of supplies, 
already noticed, and 2, The term of service of the 
troops, except that of a handful of regulars, was near 
its expiration. 

Soott was next ordered to the Chattahoochee Biver. 
The Greek Indians (much connected with the Semi« 
noles), being also under treaty stipulations to leave 
Alabama and G^rgia for the fiur West, had begun to 
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bLow symptoms of resistance. He proceeded to Colmn- 
buB on that rirer, lale in May, with the Florida fever 
upon him. Here he Boon had collected a snffident 

• 

body of Georgian volunteers ; but they were without 
arms and ammunition. These supplies had been 
promptly ordered, principally from the arsenal at An* 
gusta. There was a great delay in their arrivaL In 
the mean time Major-Gtoneral Jesup, second in com* 
mand, at the head of die Alabama volimteero, on the 
opposite side of the hostile Indians, without waiting 
for the joint action prescribed by Scott — an advance 
from an points at once against the enemy, by which 
all would have been hemmed in and captured — ^flushed 
and scattered tlie main body of the Creeks with but 
small resnlts. Jesup, who was well aware of Scott's 
bad standing with the President, and to indemnify 
himself for the complaints of his senior in an unhappy 
moment — a short foi^tfiibiess of old feelings and ob» 
ligations — ^addressed a private letter to the editor of 
the official paper at Washington, denouncing Scott's 
dilatorinesB against the Greeks, and likening it to his 
want of energy in the Florida war. 

The letter was laid before the President^ who, too 
bappy that the moment had at length arriyed tolaondi 



Digitized by Google 



264 Jtmifi Svpenedea SooU — &xM before a Court. 

the bolt 80 long held in readiness, ordered — Let Jesiup 
le pUioed in ctmmofndj amd But 
before meeting the thnnderer fall face to fsKse, it will 
be best to follow up the interminable Seminole war. 

In Florida, Jesup snoceeded Soott, who, with email 
numbers and inadequate supplies, had less than thirty 
days for operations. On Jesup, now the double pet 
of the President, who commanded in Florida some 
eighteen or twenty months, and had lavished upon 
him men, means of transportation, and supplies of 
every other kind beyond anything ever known bef<m 
in war, everything depended, — ^with foil power to buy 
up aU the Indians he could not capture. Success on 
any terms and by ajsy means — it being doubly im- 
portant to build up the new favorite, as that could 
not fail to give consunoLmation to the blows intend- 
ed for Soott But Jesup, with all those great aids, 
signally feoled, when, smitten with somorse, he retract- 
ed his charge of dilatoriness, etc The amende lacked 
a little in Mness, but Scott, in time, forgave. 

Brigadier-Qeneral Taylor, who won the battle of 
Okechobee, succeeded Jesup, and was, in time, suc- 
ceeded by Brigadier-General Armistead; and, finally, 
in 1842, towards the end of the seventh year of the 
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war, Brigadier-General Worth patched up a sort of 
treaty or agreement with those Indians, under which 
the bands of Sam Jones and Bowlegs were allowed to 
remain and to possess a large tract of their original 
conntry. ^ ^ 

Scott, who had failed to do that in less than thirty 
days, which, pets and others did not accomplish in 
more than six years, was now to meet before a coort 
the nnbroken power and popnlarily of the most re- 
markable man on this side of the Atlantic of the 19th 
century. 

Establishing himself in Tennessee, after attaining 

manhood, in a region where civilization was but in 
the dawn, Andrew Jackson had the heroic characteris- 
tics suited to that condition. In the frequent strifes 
and conflicts among the settlers, his neighbors, he 
himself at that period also much of a bully, with a 
bom talent for command, jumped in between the hos- 
tile parties, and at once, by words, silenced the feud, 
or became the partisan of one side and soon subdued 
the other. Elevated to the bench, though unlearned 
in the law, he knew well how to enforce order. A 
bully, in open court, knocked down an opponent. 

Said the judge : Sheriff seize that man, and place 
12 
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him at the bar to receive jndgmeat for hiB oontempt 

of the court." The sherilf soon reported: "May it 
please yonr honor, the offender is anned and won't let 
me Beize him«" "Very well," the judge replied — 
" Summon ih^jpoaae I After a time, the ahehii' again 
reported : Sir, the man is on horseback, at the door ; 
I have summoned everybody, and nobody dares to 
touch him." Summon me, sir 1 " was the next order* 
The jposse of one (the judge) soon wounded and un- 
horsed the offender, helped to take him up bodily, 
phu^ him at the bar, reascended the Ij^ch and pro- 
nounced the merited sentence. This certainly was an 
effective way to civilize a rade, wild people— to break 
their necks to the necessary yoke of the law. 

His Indian wars were well enough. But, at New 
Orleans, with fearful odds of British troops against 
him, he despaired not of success ; poured his own great 
spirit into all around him ; struck the advancing 
enemy a timely blow in the night of December the 
2Sd, that paralyzed him for the next sixteen days — 
great gain — and then, owing in part to the stupidily 
of attacking strong intrenchments by daylight, won 
the crowning victory of the war. 

In short, such was his antithetical character that 
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the fbtnre.philoBophic historian will be forced to Bay — 
^ We scarcely can praise it or blame it too much;" 
for, without the charm of rom%ace to distemper the 
mind, he took posseeeion of a man's wilb (whom he 
made his own) and shot anotherman in a duel, leisure- 
ly and with great deliberation, after the latter had lost 
his fire. He invaded Spanidi Florida, and took Pen- 
saoola and St. Marks, without a declaration of war by 
Congress, or instructiuns Irom the President, as well as 
without necessity ; and then, at the door of the Senate, 
within hearing of many of its members, threatened, on 
their adjournment, to cut off the ears of two principal- 
committee men that had condemned his conduct toward 
a nation with whom the United States were at peace. 

And prior to this period, at !New Orleans, flushed 
with the great victory of January the 8th, and knowing 
to a certainty, though not officially, that a treaty of 
peace between the United States and Great Britain 
had been signed at Ghent, he imprisoned a Federal 
judge for issuing a writ of habeas oorpua in favor of 
one of his (Jackson's) civil prisoners without the least 
color of the tyrant's plea — neceaeity. Yet ttds eminent 
man, of a double nature, was only immoral in the 
spedfled instances. In all else he was mild, and tem* 
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perate — swcepi when in paeeUm — and even a profeBBoar 
of religion, though he entirely ignored the Ghristdan 

injunction, " Let not the sun go down on your wrath." 

It may well be maintained that for his popularly 
with the moltitade, he owed folly ae mneh to his de- 
ments as to his virfcues and splendid services. Every- 
where in the deep columns of his supporters the loud 
cry could be heard : WaMngkm woe great^ hut Jad^ 
son is greoiter 1 — just as fedthful Mussulmans shout at 
every turn : God is great and Mahomet is his prophet ! 
The enthusiasm in behalf of the American also partook 
largely of allegiance — bigoted idolatry ; and it may be 
placed to his credit — to the bright face of his duality— 
that he did not profit by the drcumstanoes, and in- 
trench himself for liie in the Presidency with remainder 
over to his heirs and assigns. - 

Coming up to the executive chair of a great people, 
he was not in the least intoxicated by power; but 
coolly appointed a friend, one of his secretaries, whose 
marriage and its antecedents were exactly like hteown, 
and broke np his first cabinet because some of the 
members and their families would not associate with 
the tainted couple. Enveloped in the fumes of the 
pipe, witli only the occasional imprecation—r^ ihs eter^ 
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noL ! he cut off the heads of more office-holders than 
all his predeoesBcm put together. And ihia not in any 
sudden spasm of yindictlYeness. The pleasure was 
economized and long drawn out, his partisans hunt- 
ing up new Tietims; for ^increase of appetite had 
grown by what it fed on*" 

Lord Byron, in 1S09, visited All Pacha, of Yanina 
(or Janina), then an old man, and formed quite an in- 
timacy with him. Several years later the Pacha, in a 
Latin epistle, told Byron that he had just then taken a 
hostile town, where his mother uiid sisters had been in- 
sulted forty-two years before, and relates as a meritori- 
ous action, that he caused to be seized and shot, under 
his eye, every sm viving offender, his children, grand- 
children, and connections, to the nmnber of six hmi- 
dred I Hobhouse, the companion of Byron, describes 
the Pacha as possessing a pleasing face." Doctor 
Holland, another traveQer, compares the spirit that 
lurked beneath All's usual exterior to the fire of a 
stove, burning fiercely under a smooth and polished 
surface." And Gait, writing about the same Turk, 
calls him — That agreeable-mannered tyranf * 

* Notoi to Canto H, Stan. 68, of (Md$ BaroU md Cuto IV^ Stan. 
46, of JkmJmmk 
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At length, late in the autumn of 1836, the time for 
the certain oondemnatioQ of Scott amvecL The court 
of inqniiy congiated of Major-Gkneral Macomb, pos- 
sessed of many military accomplishments, gentlemanly 
manners, and a generons bias towards the right in sen- 
timent and conduct, bnt not always of absolute proof 
against combinations of audacious power and official 
infLuence. Atkinson and Brady were walls of adamant 
against all political yiolence and injustice. Such were 
the three members of the court, with the amiable 
Cooper (tlie aide-de-camp of Macomb) judge advocate. 

Scott in his address to the court, after the over- 
whelming evidence in his favor had been recorded, had 
still to approach the merits of the question with cip- 
cumspection ; for the old Uon, whose power was yet to 
endure several months, began to growl lest he might 
after all lose his prey. 

It is repeated that Scott approached the merits of 
the case with circumspection: 1. From his great and 
undeviating respect for the constituted authorities of 
his country ; and % From tihe reasonable fear that Gen- 
eral Jackson, still President, might in passion dismiss 
the court and the subject of investigation before the 
verdict of honosable acquittal could be recorded. Hence 
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the tone of Scott's addiees; and he nerer employed 
comiflel or aaked for legal advice in any military con- 

troversy. With deep feeling and correspondent solem- 
ziityheBaid: 

** Mr, President J mid Gentlemen of the Court : 

'^When a Doge of Genoa, for some imaginary 
offence, impnted by Lonia XIY., was torn from his gov- 

emment and compelled to vi&it France, in order to de- 
base himself before that inflated monarch, he was asked, 
in the palace, what struck him with the greatest won- 
der amid the blaze of magnificence in his view \ ' To 
find my^^herel* was the reply of the indignant Les- 
caro. And so, Mr. President, nnable, as I am, to 
remember one blunder in my recent operations, or 
a single dnty neglected, I may say, that to find my- 
self in the presence of this honorable conrt, while 
the army I but recently commanded is still in pur- 
suit of the enemy, fills me with equal grief and aston- 
ishment. 

And whence this great and humiliating transition } 
It is, sir, by the fiat of one, who, from his exalted sta- 
tion, and yet more from his nnequaUed popularity, has 
never, with his high displeasure, struck a functionary 
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of this Govemmenti no matter what the office of the 

individual, humble or elevated, who was not from the 
momfint withered in the general confidence of the 
American people. Tee, sir, it is my misfortone to lie 
under the displeasure of that most distinguished per- 
sonage. The President of the United States has said, 
^ Let General Scott be recalled firom the command 
the army in the field, and submit his conduct in the 
Seminole and Creek campaigns to a court for investi- 
gation,' And lo I I stand here to vindicate that con- 
duct, which must again be judged in the last resort, by 
him who lirst condemned it without trial or inquiry. 
Be it so. I shall not supplicate this court, nor the 
authority that has to review the ' opinion ' here given. 
On the contrary, I shall proceed at once to chaUenge 
your justice to render me that honorable discharge from 
all blame or censure which the recorded evidence im- 
periously demands. With such discharge before him, 
and enlightened by the same mass of testunony, every 
word of which speaks loudly in my &vor, the com- 
mander-in-chief of the army and the navy cannot hesi- 
tate; he must acquiesce, and then, although nothing 
may ever compensate me for the deep mortification I 
have been recently made to experience, I may hope to 
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ZQgain that portioQ of the public eBteem whidi it was 
my bappineSB to enjoy on past oocaaionB of deep mo- 
ment to the powei* and the glorj of the United States 
of Ameriea." — Reported m N'ational IfUdUgencer. 

After a Bevere and concise BynopaiB of the evidence 
by Scott, the court unanimously approved his conduct. 
His plan of the S^oodnole campaign was prononnced to 
have been well devised and prosecuted with energy, 
bteadiiieaSj and ability," and the coui't added that, in 
respect to the Greek war, his plan ^^was well cal- 
culated to lead to successful results, and that it was 
prosecuted by him as far as practicable with zeal 
and ability, until recalled from the command." (An 
account of these transactions and most of the events 
in the life of Scott, are given in greater detail and 
terse eloquence in Mansfield's biography of the auto- 
biographer.) 

The emphatic verdict of acq^uittal in this case, 
openly approved by hosts of his supporters, adminis- 
tered to President Jackson the first wholesome re- 
buke he had received in that office. He was made 
to feel that it shook the public fidth in his suprem* 

aoj. Hence lie did not dare to set aside the weU- 
12* 



» 
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reaaoned, solemxi acquittal; nor, would he — ^faithful 
to his vindictive nature — approve the verdict of the 
court; bfut left that duty to his suceeesor in the high 
office. 
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HOiSrOBS TENBBBSD — BIDDLX WJOOLY — BPBBOH OF S. 

BIDDLE, M. 0., VINDICATING BOOTT JACKSOn's MARTIAL 

LAW — HIS D£ATH. 

BjsiuwjisfQ to his ]iead(]iuu:ters, If ew York, a pub- 
lic dinner in iionor of his triumpli before the court, 
was tendered to the aoqtdtted by a long list of promi- 
nent dtizens of both parties. The following letter to a 

committee gives the result : 

"Niw TOBK, May, 1887, 

*^ Gentlemen : 

"Early last munth 1 accepted the invitation to a 
public dinner, which you and other friends did me the 
honor to tender me. In a lew days the commercial 
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embarraaameatA of this great emporium became such 
that I Legged tlie compliment might be indefinitely 
piostponed. You, however, were so kind as to hold me 
to mj engagement, and to appoint a day for the meet- 
ing, which is now near at hand. In the mean time the 
diffieoltieB in the commercial world have gone on aug- 
menting, and many of my Mendfi, here and elsewhere, 
have been whelmed under the general calamity of the 
tmiea. 

feeling deeply for the losses and anxieties of all, 
no public honor could now be enjoyed by me. I must, 
theirefore, under the droumstances, positiyely, but most 
respectfully withdraw my acceptance of your invita- 
tion. 

"I have the honor, etc, eta, 

"WIN HELD SCOTT." 

The BubsoribeiB to the dinner held a meeting, the 
Hon. Cornelius W. Lawrence in the chair, and unan- 
imously passed the following resolutions : 

Reeohed^ That in the dedsion of General Scott 
to withdraw, for the reason assigned, his acceptance of 
the public dinner designed to testily to him our high 
appreciation, both of his priyate and public character, 
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we find new evidence of his Bjmpathy with all that 
regards the public welfare, and of Ills habitual oblivion 
of ael^ where the feelings a&d interests of othera are 
concerned. 

liesolvedy That we rejoice with the joy of friends 
in the resnlty so honorable to General Seott, of the re- 
cent court of inquiry, instituted to investigate his mili- 
tary conduct as commander-in-chief in Alabama and 
Florida, and that the President of the United States 
(Mr. Yan Buren), in approving its proceedings, acted 
in gratifying muson with the general e^ntiinents of the 
nation.'' 

Like honors were tendered about the same time 
from a nnmber of other cities, far and near, and all 
declined. 

About to quote a speech on the recent events, just 
naij^ated, deliyered in the Honse of Bepresentatiyes, in 
the session of 1837-'8, by Bichard Biddle, of Pittsburg, 
the autobiographer cannot resist the temptation to 
dedicate a few lines to his connection with the remark- 
able £unily of the orator, indnding the General Thomas 
Cadwallader of the war of 1812-'15, one of them, by 
marriage; a citizen of the greatest eKoellence, and like 
them a Federalist, but devoted in public meetings and 
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aflsodationfly and in every other way to the support of 

the war cfter it was dedao'ed. 

Sootf s intimacy wit& the nnited famiKea oom- 
menoed with Cadwallad^, a major^eneral of militia, 
but most worthy of a like rank in. the regular army ; 
next with two brothers, both majors, Thomas and Tolm. 
Biddle^ who senred with Seott in the campaigns of 
1813 and 1814, and were highly distingaished for gal- 
lantry, intelligence, and efficiency. At Philadelphia, 
he also became mudi connected, officially and in so- 
ciety, with the .ven^able father of the two majors, 
the chairman of the Committee of Defence^ who had 
been a leading patriot in the Bevolntion, and Vice- 
President of Pennsylvania, under the Presidency of Dr. 
Franklin ; with Nicholas Biddle, an elder brother of the 
majors, sometime Secretary to Mr. Monroe, Minister at 
London, and also the same to General Aimstroiig, 
Minister ,at Paris, and recognized in both countries as an 
aecomplished scholar and linguist, who was, in 1818-'14, 
a leader in the Pennsylvania Senate, where he earned 
a bill for raising ten thousand regular troops, by con- 
scription, at the cost of the State, for the general ser- 
vice of the Union, when its treasury was without both 
money and credit. (Virginia and South Carolina had 
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the honor of pas&uig siimlar bilk about the same time.) 
Another brother, the senior of ]S^ichola6, the gallant Com- 
modofe James Biddle, of the United Btates' Nayy, was 
earl J difttingnished in the harbor of Tripoli and other con- 
flicts, and crowned his valor and seamanship by the cap- 
.tme, in the Hornet, 18 guns, of the British sloop-of-war 
Penguin, of about the same Ibrce, Bichard, the flith 
and youngest brother, though but a lad, bore arms, 
under General Oadwallader, in 1818, '14^ 15, in camps, 
formed on the Delaware, as often as his native city, 
Philadelphia, was threatened by the enemy in the same 
war. He- began his profiBeBion, as a lawyer, at Pitto- 
buig; socm became the leader of that bar, and first took 
his seat in the House of Eepresentatives, December, 
1837. Here, in a service of three or four years, he be- 
came the most dassioal and effective debater of his 
time. How painM it is to reflect that not an individual 
named of this remarkable family— all intimate friends 
of tiie antobiographer — survives I One of the fiunily, 
however, standing in the same relation to Scott^ 
remains — Charles J., son of Moholas, bre vetted a 
major ^^for gallant and meritorious conduct at Ohar 
pultepec," Mexico, that is, as the successtul leader 
of a storming party; next an eminent member of 
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the ' Philadelphia bar, and recently a member of 
Congress. 

On an aj^wopiriaticm for carrying on the Seminole 
war, in his first session as a member of the House of 

Eepresentatives, Mr. Kicliard Biddle said: 

« 

It wonld be recollected by all, that after the war 
in Florida had abbumed a formidable aspect, Major- 
■ G^eral Soott was called to the command. An ofiicer 
of his rank and standing was not likely to ^eek a ser- 
vice in which, amidst infinite toil and vexation, there 
would be no opportonity f<Nr the display of* military 
talent on a scale at all conmiensorate with that in 
which his past fame had been acq^oired. Yet he en- 
tered on it with the alacrity, zeal, and demotion to 
duty by which he has ever been distinguished. 

And here (Mr. B. said) he might be permitted to 
advert to the past history of this oflScer. 

Sir, when the late Qeneral Brown, writing from 
the field of Chippewa, said that General Scott merited 
the highest praises which a grateful country could be- 
stow, was there a single bosom throughout this wide 
republic that did not respond to the sentiment i I for 
one, at least, can never forget the thrill of enthusiasm. 



Digitized by Google 



Speech OontmtAed. 281 

■ 

boy as I then was, which mingled with my own devout 
thankfalneeB to Gk>d, that the doud which seemed to 
have settled on our anns was at length dispelled. On 
that plain it was establislied that Americans could be 
trained to meet and to beat, in the open field, withont 
breastworks, the regulars of Britain. 

««•»*««« 

^ Sir, the reanlt of that day wa& due not merely to 
the gallantry oi' General Scott upon the field. It must 
in part be ascribed to the patient, anxious, and inde- 
fatigable drudgery, the conamnmate ddll as a tactician, 
with which he had labored, night and day, at the camp 
near Buffalo, to prepare his brigade for the career on 
which it waa about to enter. 

After a brief interral he again led that brigade 
to the glorious victory of Bridgewater.* He bears now 
upon liis body the wounds of that day. • 

*^ It had ever been the characteriBtic of this ofiicer 
to seek the post of danger, not to have it thrust upon 
him. In the years preceding that to which I have 
specially referred — ^in 1812 and 1813— the eminent ser- 
vices he rendered were in positiaDB which properly be- 

* Mkgua or Lundy's Lane— Ihvee ssineB for the same battle of July 
28,1814. 
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longed to ofiherB, bat into which he was led by irre* 
premUe ardor and jealousy of honor. 

Since the peace with Great Britain, the talents of 
General Scott have ever been at the command of liis 
country. His pen and his sword have alike been pat 
in requisition to meet the varied exigencies of the ser- 
vice. 

When the difficnlties with the Western Indians 
swelled up into importance, General Scott was des- 
patclied to the Bcene of hostility. There rose up before 
him then, in the ravages of a frightfdl pestilence, a 
form of danger infinitely more appalling than the 
perils of the field. How he bore himself in this emer- 
gency—how fidthfolly he became tiie nnrse and the 
physician of those from whom terror and loathing had 
driven all other aid, cannot be forgotten by a just and 
^ateftil conntry.'' 

«,« « » « « » « 

^ Mr. Chairman, I believe that a signal atonement 
to General Scott will, one day, be extorted from the 
justice of this Honsa We owe it to him; but we owe 
it still more to the country. What officer can feel se- 
cure in the face of that great example of triumphant 
injustice} Who can place before himself the antidpa- 
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tion of establishing higher claims upon the gratitude 
of the coimtiy ihaa General ScottI Yet he was sacri- 
ficed. His past Bervioes went for nothing. Sir, you 
may raise new regiments, and issue new commissions, 
Imt you cannot, -without such atonement, restore the 
high moral tone which befits the depositaries of the 
national honor. I fondly wish that the highest and 
the lowest in the country's sorvice mi^t be taught to 
regard this House as the jealous guardian of his rights, 
against caprice, or favoritism, or outrage, from what- 
ever quarts. I would have hnn know that, in ronning 
up the national flag, at the very moment our daily 
labors commence, we do not go through an idle form. 
On whatever distant service he may be sent — ^whether 
urging his way amidst tumbling icebergs, toward the 
pole, or fainting in the unwholesome heats of Florida 
— I would enable him, as he looks up to that flag, 
to gather hope and strength. It should impart to 
him a proud feeling of confidence and security. He 
should know that the same emblem of majesty and 
justice floats over the councils of th^ nation; and 
that in its untarnished lustre we have all a com- 
mon interest and a common qrmpathy. Then, sir, 
and not before, will you have an army or a navy 
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worthy to Bvatun and to perpetoate ihc gl ory of former 
cUya." 

Befixro entering on a new administration, disregard- 
ing the rigors of chronology, in fiiYor of continnity of 

Bubjects, the autobiographer adds two more notices of 
General Jackson. The following review was writtm 
by Scott, pending a discossion in OongresB on a bill to 

refund the fine levied by Judge Hall for Jackson's ar- 
rest of the judge. - 

" Ma/rtial Lcm^ Tyy a Kentuckian y four Essays^ rejyulh 
Ushed m the ^pamphlet form^ from the LommntU 
Jawmal^ 1842 \ 2P. 14.^' 

'^This timely publication, understood to be from 
the pen of a distinguished ex-judge of the Kentucky 
Court of Appeals,* diaciiSBes, with much learning and 
ability, the extraordinary doctrines recently avowed in 
Congress and elsewhere, attributing to a commander 
of an army in the field, the right to prodaim and en- 

• a & Nichdaa. 
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force inartial law as against citizens (including legis- 
lator and judges) wholly uncoimectod with the miU- 
tar J service. 

•The monstrous proposition avowed has raised the 
indignant voice of a JSmtuchian, and it is only neces- 
Bary to read him to consign the speeches and writings 
he reviews to the same repository with the j^ass^i/ve 
dbedimee amd non^Teaietance doctrineB of the Eilmers 
and Hobbees of a former age. 

With a- view to a similar discussion, I had been 
oecasienally engaged, for a week, in collecting mate- 
rials^ when a Mend placed in my hande a copy of the 
pamphlet mentioned at the head of this article. Find- 
ing it to cover nearly the whole ground I had intended 
to occapy, I shall now confine my humble labors to 
selections from my notes, planting here and there a few 
principles, authorities, and illustrations in such corners 
or blank epacea as a Kentuclcian has overlooked. 

In England, the land forces in the public service 
—regulars and militia, of whatever name and arm — 
are governed an aamual mutiny act, and a sub-code 
called aaiioles qf wwr^ made by the king, under the ex- 
press authority of the former. The preamble of that 
act always recites : 
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* WhefeaSy the raidng <Nr keeping a Btanding aimy 
within the United Sjngdom of Qreat Britain and 

Ireland, unless it be with the consent of Parliament, 
ii agoAnst lawy and, whereas, it is judged neeessary by 
his MajeBly and his present Parliament that a body of 
forces should be continued for the safety (etc.), and that 
the whole number of Biidi foroes ehould oonsiBt of 

thouBand men, exduaive of (etc); and, whereas, 

no man can be forejudged of life or limb, or subjected 
to any kind of punishment within this leahn, by mar^ 
tial ImOy or in any other manner than by the judgment 
of his peers, and according to the known and estab- 
lished laws of the realm; yet, nevertheless, it being 
requisite for the retaining all the before-mentioned 
forces in their duty, that an eiLact discipline be ob- 
served, and tliiit soldiers who shall mutiny or stir up 
sedition, or shall desert his Majesty's service, be 
brought to a more exem^plary cmd- 9peeol/y jpvmiahaiwrU 
than the usual forms of law will allow ; be it therefore 
enacted,' etc. (when follow a earefnl enumeration of 
aU the higher cipnes which military men can commit 
against discipline ; that is, against good order and sub- 
ordination in an army. At the end of each enumer- 
ation, the act declares that every officer or soldier so 
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offending ^flhall snffear death, or Bach other puniah- 
meoat as by a court martial shall be awarded,') 

The articles qf war are entirely Bubordinate to 
the mutiny act, and originate nothing but certain 
fonaller detaik for the hetiw goTenunent of the forces. 

It is in view of the high principles of civil liberty, 

consecrated by Parliainent as above, that Tytler, for a 

long time Jndge Advocate of Scotland, says in his 

Emi/y on MiLiUMry Lorn: ^Martial Law was utterly 

* 

disclaimed as binding the subjects in general. The 
modem British soldier, enjoying in common with' his 
fellow subjects, every benefit of the laws of his coun- 
try, is bound by the military code solely to the cifserv^ 
amce of thepeevUar duiHea qfhis j^ofsnum? And so 
Lord Loughborough, Chief Justice of the Common 
Pleas (soon after as Earl of Eoslin, Lord High Chan- 
cellor), said, in Trinity Term, 1793, on a motion on 
behalf of Beigeant Grant : ' Martial Law, such as it is 
described by Hale, and such also as it is niwrJced by Sir 
William Bladcstone, daea not exist in England at alL' 
He gives examples, in the way of distinction between 
Great Britain and continental Europe, as also between 
military persons and others at home, thus: 'In the 
reign of King William there was a conspiracy against 
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his person in Holland. The personB guilty of that oon- 
fifpiraoy were tried by a council of qffioers^ There waa 
a conspiracy against his person in England; bnt the 
oonspiraton were tried by the common law^ There- 
fore (adda the Chief Jnatice), ' it is totally inaccnrate to 
state martial Icm as having any place wJuUever within 
the realm of Ghreat Britain, aa against snbjecta not in 
the line of military duty.' But ^e continues), an army 
is established in this country (eta); it is an indispen- 
sable requisite (etc.), that there should be order and 
discif^ne (etc.); that the persons composing it should, 
for all offences in their 7ri/iUta/ry capacity, be subject to 
a trial by their officers.' Tjtler'ti Essay, with this opin- 
ion of Lord Loughborough, given in a note at length, 
was published in the last century, and was in the hands 
of our officers, generally, before the War of 1812, 

There is in iSbB MifOydopcBdia JSritanmoa an ex- 
cellent jpqpular view, given by an eminent lawy^, of 
the same general question : 

^Military, or martial. law, is that branch of the 
laws of war which respect military discipline, or the 
government and control of persons employed in the 
operation of war. Military law is not exclusive of the 
common law ; for a man, by beooming a soldier, does 
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not cease to be a citizen, or member of the common- 
wealtb. He is a dtizen still, capable of perfarmiiig 
the duties of a subject, and answerable in the ordinary 
course of law, for his conduct in that capacity (as mur- 
der, iheft, and other felonies). Martial law is, there- 
fore, a system of rule mperadded to the common law 
for regulating the dt/izen in his cha/racter of a soldier.^ 

H'otwithstanding those, oonservativj yiews, long 
embodied in the laws and public opinion of England, 
which hold in utter abhorrence the application of mar^ 
tial law to any person not at the time in the military 
service, one general, and many eminent statesmen and 
public writers are found on this side of the Atlantic, 
who ignorantly suppose that that law, described and 
stigmatized by Hale and Blackstone ' as in truth and 
reality no law, but something indulged rather than 
allowed as law,' is a part of the common law in these 
States^ because mentioned in those great common-law 
writers, and therefore an engine which every command- 
er of an army in the fidd may inihilge himself with, at 
his own wanton discretion, against the firee citizens of ^ 
republican America 1 ^ 

Is there anyddng in <?ur statute book to warrant 

a conception so monstrous ? 
13 



290 Svifject Coniinmd. 

We haye no muitmiy actj so called. Our ^mles 
. and articles for the Govemmmt of the amdeg of the 

United States ' were borrowed from that act and the 
British articles of war (in part), July 30, 1775, before 
the Declaration of Independence. The code was en- 
larged by the old Congress from the same sources, 
September 20, 1776. In this form it was enacted by 
the first Congress under the Constitation ; and agam 
reenacted, substantially the same, April 10, 1806, as it 
stands at present. The act consists of but three sec- 
tions. The first declares : ' The following shall^ be the 
rules and articles by which the a/rmiea of the United 
States Bhall be governed ; ' and gives one hundred and 
one articles. Each artide is confined, in express tenns^ 
to the persons composing the army. The next — ^the 
celebrated second sectdon — contains the only exception ; 
and what an exception I It is in these words: 

<In time of war, all persons not citizens o:^ or 
owing allegiance to, the United States of America^ 
who shall be found lurking, as epiesy in or abont die 
fortifications or encampments of the armies of tiie 
Uu^ted States, or any of them, shall sufier death, ac- 
cording to the law and usage of na/tian»j by sentence 
of a general court martiaL' 
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*Not citizens,' because if citizens, and found so 
^larking,' the erime would be that of tr^eoftm — ^ad* 
bering to [our] enemies^ giving them aid and comfort ; ' 
and is so defined by the Constitution. 

The third, or TOmaming section of our military 
code^ merely repeals the previous act, which adopted 
the resolves of the old Congress for governing the 
army. 

There is nothing, then, in this code to give the 

slightest pretence that any part of it can, by possibility, 
be applied to citizens not attached to an army. 

A MjmtttohioM further argues against such barba- 
rian application, irom the silence of the Constitution. 
But, in a matter so infinitely important to the existence 
of free government and our civil liberties, the Constitu- 
tion is not silent. The fifth amendment expressly de- 
clares : ' N^o pei-son shall be held to answer for a capi- 
tal or otiierwise infamous crime, unless on a present- 
ment indictment of a grand jury, ' except m oases 
arising i/ri the la/nd or Tiaval foi'ceSy or in the militia 
fohen in euiu(dmn>iee,mUmeqfwarorptibUoe^^ 
(The militia, by the previous article 1, section 8, can 
only be called out ' to execute the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions.') And the 
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6th amendment is to the same effect : ^ In all criminal 
proseeations (the exception of military penons, as 
above, being understood) the accused shall enjoj the 
right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial ^i^ry.' 
(Military oonrts always deliberate in 9eoreey^ 

If these amendments do not expressly secure the 
citizen, not belonging to an army, from the possibiUty 
of being dragged before a oounoU qf war or e&uri 
martial, for any crime^ or on any pretence whatsoever, 
then there can be no security for any human right un- 
der human institntionsl 

Oongress and the President eould not, if they were 
unanimous, proclaim martial law over aaj portion of 
the TTnited States, without first dirowing those amend- 
ments into the fire. And if Mr. President Madison 
(begging pardon of his memory for the violent suppo- 
mtion) had sent an order to General Jadkson to estab- 
lish the odious code over the citizens of iNew Orleans 
during, before, or after the siege of that capital, it 
would have been the duty of the general, under his 
oath to obey the Oonstitation, to have withheld obedi- 
ence ; for, by the 9th article of war (the only one an, or- 
der8\ officers are not required to obey any but ^ lawful 
commands.' 
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General Jackaon ' took the responsibility ' with 
as litde of necessity, or even utility, as of law. In this 
he stands distinguished from every American command- 
er from the Declaration of Independence down to the 
present day* The CbnMfiMon — not the vmt of haheas 
corpus merdy — being suspended, he imprisoned Mrl 
Louallier; he imprisoned the Federal Judge (Hall) for 
issuing a writ ot habeas carpus to inquire into the caose 
of that imprisonment; and he imprisoned the United 
States' District Attorney (Dick) for seeking to procure 
from a State judge a writ of habeas corpus for the 
Federal judge. Mr. Louallier, a citizen of the United 
States (by the treaty of Louisiana), a highly respectable 
member of the State Senate, and in no way connected 
with the army, was put on trial for his Ufe^ before a 
court martial, on iive several imaginary charges. One 
of these was for heing a sjpy^ under the second section, 
given above 1 Whateyer may be our astonishment at 
the fiBiCt that a court of American officers should have 
proceeded, under illegal orders, to try such a prisoner 
on such charges, they saved themselyes and the country 
from that last of degradations — ^the finding the prisoner 
guilty heca/uae accused by the commanding generaL 
Mr. Louallier was acquitted. 
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Wlieu Pompej played the petty tyrant at Sicily, 
80 ibe lieutenant of that master-despot Sylla, he sobh 
moned beibre him the Mamertinea. That people xe- 
fdsed to appear, allegiDg that they stood excused bj 
an ancient privilege granted diem by the Bomana. 
^ Whatl ' said Sylla's lieutenant; ^ will you never have 
done with citing laws and privileges to men who wear 
aworda I ' Boman liberty had afaready been loet in the 
distemperature of the times. Inter arma silent legea 
found its way into our young republic in the thirty- 
ninth year of its existence. 

If Pompey had gained the battle of Fharsalia, 
would his odious reply to the Mamertines have been 
forgiven by the lovers of law and of human liberty} 
Wkh 4Mch rnaanma4)f ffovemmenty it was of little con- 
sequence to the lioman world that Caesar won the day. 
A Yenres would have been as good as eitlier. 

For the glorious defence of Kew Orleans, Con- 
gress voted thanks and a gold medal to the hero. 
That measure of justice was short at both ends. Cen- 
sure and a mowummt should ham been added. 

That all soldiers in our republic do not concur in 
the maxims above reprobated, a striking example lies 
before me. ' In the general regulatioDB for the army, 
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drawn up in 1826 by one of onr officero [Scott] and 
' cheerfuUj obeyed ly aU^ we bave this bead : ^ SfubordA- 
noMon to the cwil aui/iorities/ ' and under it, the fol- 
lowing: 

^ Bespect and obedience to tbe civil autboiities of 
the land is the duty of all citizens, and more particular- 
ly of those who are a/rmed in the pnblic servioe. 

'An individual officer or soldier who resists the 
civil authority, will do so at his peril, as in the case of 
any other dtiaen ; bat union or eoncert between two 
or more miUtary men in such resistance, whether mlr 
v/nta/ry or ly order ^ would be a much more serious 
offence, and is, therefore, positively prohibited. 

' A civil officer charged with the execution of civil 
process will, on making known hio character, be freely 
permitted to pass and repass all guards and sentinels. 

' In the case of cHnmial process, issued by the civil 
authority against military persons, all officers arc ex- 
pressly required by the ddd article of war to give active 
aid and assistance.' 

This ariicle of war is too remarkable to be omit- 
ted here. like the mutiny act of En^and, it speaks 
of ' the known laws of the land,' in contradistinction 
and as superior to the martial code. Under it, Gen* 
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oral J aekaoa's own offioen were bound to aid in cansing 

the writ of habeas oorpvs to be executed againat bim^ 
as also in executing the precept for LlLb appearance 
before the judge, if he had refoaed to appear, and to 
' submit to the sentence of the court. The article is a 
part of the law of Congress and of the Constitution, 
being enacted in strict pnrananoe to the latter. 

^ Ariide 33* When any comnusaioned officer or 
soldier shall be accused of a cctpital criTm or oj ha/vmg 
wed violence^ ixt cofMmUed any offetuse against the per-, 
sons or property of any citizen of any of the United 
States, such as is punishable hy the Jcmwn Icms of the 
landj the commanding ofScer and officers of every regi- 
ment, troop or company, to which the persons so ao- 
cused shall belong, are hereby required, upon applica- 
tion duly made by, or in behalf of, the party or parties 
injured, to use their utmost endeavors to deliver over 
such accused person or persons to the civil magistrate, 
and likewise to be aiding and assisting to the (j^toers iff 
jwUGB in apprehending and secaring the person or 
persons so accused, in order to bring him or them to 
triaL If any commanding officer or officers shall wil- 
fully neglect, or shall refose, upon the application afore- 
aaid, to deliver over such accused person or persona, to 
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iiks <mii magi8traU$y or to be aidixig and assbtii^ to 
tiie offioers qf jtuiUee, in aj^Krehending such perBon or 
perBons, the officer or officers so offendiDg shall be 
caebiered.' 

This rule and artide ' for the government of the 
armies of the United States^' is a& old, on the statute 
book, as our glorious BevolutioiL of 1776^ and as old in 
England (whence we boirowed it) as the glorious Sevo- 
lution which drove out James IL and his martial law.^ 
It is expressed in ihe very spirit of the Anglo-Saxon 
race — ever jealous of liberty. Under this safeguard — 
with spirited dtizens, independent judges, and obedi- 
ent soldiers, taught their duties to the civil authorities 
— what military officer dare to suspend the Constitu- 
tion, or the writ of hubeas corptcs^ or to imprison citi- 
zens—each a* eapUal crime or an act«of gross mdlenee t 

A KmtfUfCleiaah has cited, firom most of the State 
constitutions, express proviBions placing the military, 
at all times and under kll circumstances, in strict sub- 
ordination to the civil authority. In South Carolina^ 
during the Revolutionary War, at the moment that 
Sir Henry Clinton was investing the devoted oily of 

* Ibrtial law as applied to penom not of tito anny bai bommkiiowii 

iu Eiiglaud since that great ev^t 

13* 
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Charleston, and the TorieB were in annB ev^Twliere, 

the Legislature of the State empowered her excellent 
Governor, John Rutledge, after consulting with such 
of his counsel as he oonTeniently conld, ^to do every- 
thing necessary lor the public good, eaacept the tahmg 
awa/y the life of a citizcii without legal i/rial,^ Under 
that exception, at a time when there was no Oonstita- 
tion of the United States, to shield the lil^erty and the 
lifS of the citizen, there was no Louallier deprived of 
one and put in jeopardy of the other, by martial law. 

It is vulgarly supposed, particularly by those who, 
* dressed in a little brief authority,' and lust for more, 
that the suspension of the writ of habea» corpus lets in 
upon the citizen martial Imo. The suspension by Con- 
gress would, certainly, for the time, enable power to 
hold any citizen incarcerated without cause, and with- 
out trial ; but, if brought to trial, it must still be brfore 
one of the ordinary courts of the land. In the suspen- 
sion by marHal law, as in continental Europe, all other 
writs, remedies, and rights which might stand in the 
way of power, according to its own arbitrary will, would 
be suspended at the same time. Tyrannic mle could 
want nothing more. 

It is a curious fact that this writ has been but 
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twice j^aotAoaU/y BUflpeoded — (bj Greneralfl Wilkinson 
and Jackson) — in botii instances at New Orleans, and 
never once, constitationally, anywhere in the United 
States since the Declaration of Independence. The 
Constitutipn declares that 'the privileges of the writ 
of haheoM eo9ynis shall not be snspended, nnless when, 
in case of rebellion or inyasion, the public sa&ty may 
require it,' in the opinion of Congress. 

Ihuring Burr's conspiraey, Mr. Giles, in the Sen- 
ate, upon a message from the President, introduced a 
bill for a three inontLs' suspension of that great writ. 
It was, in a panic, immediately passed, and sent to the 
House, January 26, 1807. The House, all on the same 
day (January 26), refused to deliberate in secrecy ; and, 
on the qnesticm, ^ Shall the bill be rejected} ' the yotes 
stood— ayes, 118; noes, 19; a great triumph of civil 
liberty over panic and outlawry I 

This is the only constitutional attempt at suspend- 
ing the writ of habeas corptis ever made in &ee Amer- 
ica, Uay we never hear of another in Oongrees or 
elsewherel 

A Soldier of One WabJ^ 
It has been seen that the autobiographer, being in 
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Paris, got up, under Yetj extraordinaiy curcmnBtanoes 
(see aboTe, p. 166), the first celebration of the 8th of 
January — the anniversary of the great defence of !New 
Orleans. So, being President of the Board of West 
Point visitors, in Jnne, 1845, nevrs came to Jbim, while 
a class was under examination, which caused him to 
make this short address : " Major Ddajidd^ Swpervnr 
tendenL I suspend the further labors of this ezamina- 
tion till to-moiTow, in honor of aa event interestmg to 
all Americans, A great man has fallen among us. 
Atobbw Jaokbost, after filling the world with his fame, 
and crowning his country with glory, departed this life 
on the 8th instant. It is not for any autliority inferior 
to the President, to prescribe the speeial hon<xrs to be 
paid to the illustrious dead by the military posts and 
troops of the United States, l&o doubt, orders on the 
• subject will soon arrive from Washington." — And so 
ended Scott's relations with the hsso of New Orleans. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

PBE8IDENT VAN BUKEN ^FINE TEMPER CANADIAN AGI- 
TATIONS — BJJRSISQ or THS OABOUME — 800XT 8£BIT 
TO TBS VBOHTTTER — THB TUBMOIL QUXBIXD-— SOOTT 
ftEKT TO SBMOYB THB 0HICBOXSB8. 

Ms. Yaut Busssbt succeeded the preaideiicy. 
With a very respectable degree of moral firmness, all 
hiB other qualitieB were in happy contrast with those 
of his predecessor. 

Few men have ever suffered less wear and tear of 
body and mind firom irascible emotions. Hume^ in 
his tmigtie autobiography, says of himself: I am, or 
rather was " (for being at the end of life, emboldens 
me the more to speak my sentimente); — was^ I say, 
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a man of mild dispoBition^ of command of temper, of 
an open, social, and cheeirfiil humor, capable of attach- 
ment, but little soBoeptible of enmily, and of great 
moderation in all mj passions," which advantages lie, 
Bome pages before, puts down as of more worth than 
toJi>e bom to an estate of ten thonsand a year." 

According to this mode of estimation, Mr. Yan 
Bnren, thronghont a long life, was a mMionmre. He 
entered on the presidency with right intentions toward 
his country and all mankind, and with the needful gilts 
and abilities to make an excellent practical administra- 
tor of the Ezecutiye Department — only that from the 
sense of gratitude to General Jackson, he felt himself 
obliged to work with (one exception) the old cabinet, 
consisting of members he never would have selected for 
himself; and^ in the second place, he retained a little 
of his early and only weakness — an inclination toward 
the exjpedAemi more than either of the Gates, a Hamp- 
den, or ^laud would have approved* 

The autobiographer became early in the War of 
1812-'16 acquainted with Mr. Yan Buien, an ac- 
quaintance that soon ran into intimacy and friendship ; 
and he believes he was the first to suggest that, with 
his advantageous standpoint, it would be easy for the 
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ri&mg Kew Yorker to make himself the President of 
the United States. That friendship was cooled down 
— sogpendedy for many yean — Mr. Yah Bnien taking 
an active part in behalf of Mr. Crawford, for the presi- 
dency, in the election of 1824, and Scott, though stand- 
ing aloof, bwng, in his open mAea^ on the side of Mr. 
Adams. The separation continued through the con- 
test that elected General Hanison to the presidencj in 
1840. The social ooortesieB, however, between the par- 
ties, as often as they chanced to meet, remained all the 
while unchanged. 

Ab soon as elected to the presidency (November, 
1836), Mr. Yan Buren, highly approved of his son's 
(Major Abram Yan Buren) wish to join Scott, then 
brfore the oonrt of inquiry at Frederick, on the ground 
that be might be needed as a witness on certain points 
only known, as he (the major) supposed, to himseL^ 
while a volunteer aide-de-camp to Scott, in the Semi- 
nole war. Indeed, for the same delicate reason, the 
major had declined, some months before, against a 
strong inclination, to make Ihe tour of Europe, al- 
though he and Scott (through wrongs of third parties) 
were not, at the time, on speaking terms \ and fiirther, 
although Scott had given assurances that he could, by 
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drcumBtantial eyideBce, dispense with the major's pres- 
ence. 

HiB anival, howeyer; was #f great value as a Tolim- 

teer secretary ; for Scott had been without anj one of 
Ilia staff (two regular aide) from the'begiimiiig of the 
court. Major William de Feyster, <tf JN^ew York, and 
for some time planter in Florida, had marched with 
Scott from Tampa Bay as a volunteer aid, and tendered 
him good aasiBtance as an amanuensiB at Frederick. 

A word more on this subject may be pardoned 
the autobiographer. Major Van Buren, as paymaster, 
made the campaign of Mexico with Scott, and although 
encumbered with a military chest, containing money 
and vouchers, amountiug to millions, lie never failed, 
at the first gun, to hasten, mounted, to Scott, as a vol- 
unteer aid, and gallantly rode through every battle, a 
bearer of orders, with his accustomed quiet smile and 
amiabOily. The lieatenant<K>loneIcy given him at the 
end of this war was the inadequate reward of such 
heroism. 

President Yan Buren, while in office, never omitted 
on proper occasions, to show kindness to Scott, and it 
gives the latter great pleasure to add, that the ancient 
friendship between the parties became revived some 
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twenty years before the deafli of the former and oon- 
tmned up to that event. 

In the winter of 1837-8, a singular disturbance 
broke out on the lake and northern ftontiers of the 
Union. A number of xadicak, in the Canadaa, had, a 
little earlier, begun to agitate in favor of certain revo- 
Intionary changes, with an eye, on the part of many, 
toward ultimate annexation to the United States. 
The heat of the strife soon crossed the frontiers and 
extended, in many directiona, to the deptii of forty and 
sixty miles into the United States* More than two 
hundred thousand Americans took the infection, ot- 
ganized themselveB into lodges, bound by oath to 
secrecrir, and ridicolonsly enough, without ever having 
been in Canada, or knowing anything about the merits 
of the question, called themselves Oanadian PairiaUl 
— eager to invade the Provinces and %ht for their 
rights ! I Here was another of the cankers of a calm 
world and a long peace." 

A circumstance soon occurred that exasperated to a 
high degree the frontier population on the American 
side from Lake Michigan to the bcurders of Kew Hamp- 
shire. A mmmais wv^et^ calling himself CoLond Yan 
Bensselaer (no relation of the patroons), a dismissed 
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cadet from the Military Acadmy^-had oiganixed a 

number of those Americans whose patriotism was in a 
foreign country, and taken possession of a small Brit- 
ish island called If<M)y Idand^ opposite to Sdilosseir, on 
the American side, about a mile and a quarter aboTO 
the Niagara Falls. Ilere, after the Canadian people — 
the militia tiiemselyes — ^had, without regcdarsy sup- 
pressed an attempted revolt in that neighborhood — 
Yan Bensselaer hopelessly awaited events. A little 
steamer, the Oaroline, came down, December 29, to 
serve as a ferry boat between the island and Sehlosseir, 
and made £Etst for the night to the wharf of the latter. 
Sefore morning an expedition, under a Mr. McLeod, 
was fitted out from the Canada side, which shirked the 
British island, where it might easily have captured the 
patriot camp, and seized, by surprise, the steamer; 
killed several persons on board; set her on fire, and 
sent her adrift over the cataract — as it was erroneously 
believed, for a time — ^with wounded Americans in her 
hold. This was a dear violation of neutrality, involv- 
ing murder, which outrages caused all along the fron- 
tiers, a very general cry for war — by, or without au- 
thority. 

The news reached Washington late in the day of 



Digitized by Google 



« 

jSoM Detpaicked to the Niofwa. 307 



January 4, 1838. It so liappened that President Van 
Bnien had invited to dine with him, the saxoe evening, 
Ifr. Claj and a large number (nineteen) Whig Mends, 
with three or four Democrats. The autobiographer 
waa one of the fcnrmer. All had arrived, and the ap- 
pointed hour had long gone by, but still the President 
was absent. He, it became known, after a time, was 
in council with his cabinet* The Whigs jestingly in- 
quired of the Democrats if the President had abdicated 
or was about to resign. All were equally ignorant, 
merry, and hungry. At length tiiie master of the 
feast came down, and whispered the news to Mr. Clay 
and Scott — saying to the latter: "Blood has been 
shed ; you must go with all speed to the Niagara firon- 
tier. The Secretary of War (Mr« Poinsett) is now en- 
gaged in writing your instructions." 

The circumstances, as already known, were suffi- 
ciently critical, and prirate letters represented that 
there was reason to apprehend the city of Buffalo 
nught be seized, perhaps, sacked, by the outraged 
Oanadians, to break up tl^ hotbed of the pafiriotB and 
destroy their depdts. 

Passing tlirougli Albany, and not knowing what 
number of the militia he might have occasion to call 
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for, Soott) at hiB own snggeetioii, preyafled on Oct* 
emor Maicy and the adjutant-general of the State 

(McDonald) to accompanj him to the Bcene of di^cul- 
ties, 80 that no time might be lost bj a correspondence 
between Federal and State authoiities three hundred 
and fifty miles apart 

There were no regular troops on the Niagara. 
They werejaU in Florida, or on the Western firontlerB. 
Journeying through I^ew York, Scott had ordered to 
follow liim several detachments of army recruits. To 
supply the needed physical force, he had ample poweis- 
to call for the uninfected militia of the Border States, 
including Western Virginia and Kentucky. 

1. All this was quite a new scene for Scott. In 
1812, '13, '14 he had appeared on the same theatre as 
the leader of battalions and participator in victories. 
Kow, rhetoric and diplomacy were to be his principal 
weapons, his countrymen and Mends the objects of 
conquest, and a little correspondence with the British 
authorities beyond the line, as an episode to the whole. 
Had Scott not been a soldier, though he had been the 
fioned Athenian orator or the American 

" Henry, the forest-bom Demosthenes, 
WboM thnndera shook the Pbilip of the mm^^ 
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hifl entreaties and harangues would have been wholly 
loBt ixpon his hearers. But the memory ot other days 
gave to him an influence which he would have sought 
in vain without it. The soldier of 1812, '13, '14, reap- 
pearing near the soene of hia former actlTitj, drew 
forth the applause of listening multitudes. 

2. During the winter of 1838 and that of 1838-'9, 
he was busy in exercising his influence for peace, and 
in quieting the disturbed Rentiers. This was his em- 
ployment for many months of the coldest season of each 
year. The patriot movements were chiefly confined to 
th^ season of flrost, which, bridging with ice some of 
the waters separating the two countries, greatly favored 
descents upon Upper Canada* Scott was ably secoq^- 
ed in watching and counteracting those moyementl^ by 
difltrngfifahed officers. General Brady, on Lake Erie 
and the Detroit frontier, General Worth (made Qeneral 
1842) on the Niagara, Lake Ontario, and St. Lawrence 
frontier, and Generals l^ool and Eustis on tiie northern 
side of New York and Vermont, were active in aiding 
Scott in his arrangements, and pacifying the borderers. 
The troops, both regulars and volunteers, proved to 
be steady supporters of law and order, and were held 
everywhere ready, as j>oase8j at the call of the United 
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Statee Tnafnh>lii and ooUeolOTB. The amy offieero men- 
tioned were the district commandera. 

3. Scott posted liimseli' nowliere, but was Ly tuins 
rapidly everywliere, and always in the midst of the 
greater difficulties. In these winter campaigns against 
the trespassers of the borders, he passed frequently 
along the frontier, acnnetimes on the Detroit and some- 
times on the north line of Vermont. His journeyings 
were made by land, and principally in the night; 
oftentimes with the oold from ten to twenty degrees 
below freezing point. Daylight he chiefly employed 
in organizing the means of counteraction by an ext^n- 
siye correspondence and the labors of direct pacificar 
tvm. He obtained, and pressed upon Federal district 
attorneys, marshals, and collectoi*s, information of the 
designs and movements of the patriots, and tendered 
to those civil functionaries the aid of the troops. la 
performance of his duty as a peacemaker, he addressed, 
on a Hne of eight hundred miles, immense gatherings 
of dtizenB, principally organized sympathizers, who 
had their arms at hand. 

4. In tliese addresses he declaimed with fervor, and 
they were ofken received with the loud applause of the 
audience. He handled every topic which could inspire 
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fihame in misdoen^ or excite pride in the Mends of the 
GoYemment and ootmtry. His fipeectieB were made 

with popular illustrations and allusions, and addressed 
both to the knowledge and the sentiment of the people. 
He reminded them of the nature of a republic, which 
can have no foundation of permanency except in the 
general intelligence, virtue, respect, and obedience of 
its people; that if, in the attempt to force on unwilling 
neighbors independence and iree institutions, we had 
first to spurn and trample under foot treaty stipulations 
and laws made by our own representatives, we should 
greatlj^ hazard free institutions at home in the confi- 
dmice and respect of our own people ; that no govem- 
ment can or ought to exist for a moment after losing 
the power of executing its obligations to foreign coun- 
tries, and of enforcing its own laws at home ; that that 
power depended in a republic chiefly on the people 
themselves \ that we had a treaty with England, bind- 
ing us to the strictest observance of amity, or all the 
duties of good neighborhood with adjoining provinces, 
and also an act of Congress for enforcing those solemn 
obligations ; that the treaty and the laws were as bind- 
ing on the honor and the conscience of every American 
freeman, as if he had specially voted for each ; that this 
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doetrine was of the very eesenoe of a dyOiced lepiiUiCy 
as the neglect of it coidd not £ul to sink lis into aiiaix&h^^ 

baxbarism, and universal contempt ; that an aggressive 
war, waged by a part, of the oommimity, withont just 
cauBo and without preparation, as is common among 
barbarian tribes, necessarily drags the non-consenting 
many along with the madness of the lew, involving all 
alike in crime, disaster, and disgrace; that a war, to 
be successful, must be very di&rently commenced; 
and in these addresses he often concluded : " Fellow- 
citizens, — and I thank God, we have a common gov- 
ernment as weU as a common origin, — stand before 
you without troops and without arms, save the blade 
by my side. I am, therefore, within yonr power. 
Some of you have known me in other scenes, and all 
of you know that I am ready to do what my country 
and what duty demands. I tell yon, then, except it be 
over my body, you shall not pass this line — yon shall 
na^ embark." 

5. To the inquiry everywhere heard, '^ Bnt what 
say you of the burmng of the Caroline, and the migrder 
of citizens at our own shore ? " 

6. In reply to these qnestiops, Soott always frankly 
admitted that these acts constituted a national outragei 
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and that they called for ezplaiiation aad satifilEkctioiL; ^ 
but that this whole subject was in the hands of the 
P^reddent, the offidal organ of the ooimtry, speoiallj 
chosea by the people for national porposeB; that there 
was no doubt the President would make the proper 
demand, and ftiling to obtain tNitififftction, would lay 
the whole matter beibre CongresB — ^the representative 
of the public will, and next to the people, the tribunal 
before which the ultimate appeal most be made. 

7. Theae harangnee were applauded, and were gen- 
erallj very succesaful. Masses of patriots broke off and 
letunied to their respeetiye homee, dedaring, that if 
Scott had been aooompanied by an army they would 
not have listened, but have fought him. The friends 
of order were also encouraged to come out in support 
of authority, and at length peace and quiet were re- 
stored. 

8. In the first winter, one of those incidents oc- 
curred which make history dramatic, and which illufl* 
trate how much depends on individual men aud single 
events. Many days after the destruction of the " Caro- 
line," another steamer, the Barcelona," was cut out 
of the ice in Buffalo Harbor (January, 18dS), and taken 

down the !I^iagara E.iver, to be offered, as was known, 
14 
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to the patriots, who were still on K^avy Island.* Scott 
wished to compel them to abandon their eriminal en- 
terpriae. He also deaired to have them, on returning 
within our jurisdiction, arrested by the marshal, who 
was always with him. For this purpose, he sent an 
agent to hire the Barcelona for the service of the United 
Stat^, before the patriots could get the means to pay 
for her, or find sureties to indemnify the owners in case 
of capture or destruction by the Briti&h. He succeeded 
in all these objects. The Barcelona proceeded back to 
Bufialo, where Scott had immediate use for her on Lake 
Erie, yet navigable in all its length. The authorities 
on the Canada side were on the alert to destroy her. 

9. As the Barcelona slowly ascended against the 
current on our side of Grand Island (belonging to the 
United States), three armed British schooners, besides 
batteries on the land, were in position, as tlie day be- 
fore, to sink her as she came out from behind that 
island. On the 16th of January, Scott and Governor 
Marcy stood on the American shore opposite that point, 
watching events. The smoke of the approaching boat 
could be seen in the distance, and the purpose of the 
British was perfectly evident in all their movements. 

• 63 NUes'a Register, 337. 
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Tlie batteries on our side were pxomptly put in posi- 
tion. The matches were lighted. All was ready to 

retui ii tlic British fire. There was a crisis ! 

10. The day before this, when it was supposed the 
Nayy Island people were ooming up the same channel 
in other craft, and before it was known that the Uarce- 
lona had accepted his offiaired engagement, Scott wrote 
on his knee, and despatched by an aide-da-camp, the 
following note : 

To the Cfmmandmg Officer of the Armed BrUieh 

YesaeU m ihs JHfiagcMra. 

HsAOQirABinBS, Eastkbit Diyibioh > 

U. & AbICT, two WUtB BBLOW > 

Black Book, Jamuay 15, 1886 ) 

11. Sib: 

With his excelleney the Gbvemor of New York, 
who has troops at hand,* we are here to enforce the 
neutrality of the United States, and to protect our own 
soil or waters from yiolation. The proper dvil oficers 

* These men were, in strictnesB, not yet under Scott'a command, sim- 
ply from the want of time to muster them into the service of the United 

of some hooTB. 
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are aLao preBent to arreit, if piacticable, Hie leaden of 

the e^gpeditioB on loot agaiuBt Upper Canada. 

12. Under theae circumBtances, it gives me pain 
to peroeiTe tibe armed TesBela, mantioned, andbiored in 
our waters, with the probable intention to fire upon 
that expedition moving in the same waters. 

18. Unlees the expedition ahoiild first attack — in 
which case we shall interfere — we shall be obliged to 
consider a discharge of shot or shell firom or into our 
waters, fixmi the armed adioonera of ber Majesty, as an 
act seriously compromising the neutrality of the two 
nations. I hope, therefore, that no such unpleasant 
inddent may occur. 

I bave the honor to remain, etc., etc, 

WmFIELD SCOTT. 

14. The same intimation was repeated and explained 

the next morning, January 16th, to a captain of the 
British axmy, who had occasion to wait upon Scott on 
other business, and who immediately returned. It was 
just then that the Barcelona moved up the current of 
the Niagara. The cannon on either shore were point- 
ed, the matches lighted, and thousands stood in sus- 
pense. On the jutting pier of Slack Bock, in view of 
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aQy stood the tall form of Scott, in full uniform, watch- 
ing the approaching boat. On Scott's note and hu 
personal assurances, alone depended the question of 
or WAB. Happily, these assurances had their 
just eflbet The Barcelona passed aloi^. The British 
did not fire. The matches were eztinguidied, and the 
two nations, guided by wise counsels, resumed their 
usual way. 

(The fourteen numbered paragraphs immediately 
preceding, are quoted, omitting complimentary epi- 
thets, almost literally from Mansfield's ItfecmdSermcea 
of the antobiographer, from whose copious notes^-omit- 

ting those epithets of the partial editor — ^they had been 
copied, including the quotation from Byron.) 

The frontiero being for the time quieted by the 
means narrated, by the thaw of the spring, and the re- 
turn of the farming season of industry, Scott was called 
to Washington and ordered thence to the Southwest — 
charged with the delicate duty of removing the Chero- 
kee Indians, under certain treaty stipulations, to their 
new country on the upper Arkansas Biyer. This work ^ 
unavoidably fell upon the military, and with caHe 
hlancAej from President Van Buren, imder his sign 
manual—lfr.^Secretary Poinsett being very ill — Scott 
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undertook the painful duty — with the firm resolve that 
it Bhoold be done judioionaly, if poeaibley and, certainlyi 
in mercy. 

The number of volunteers called for by Scott's pre- 
deoeesor (Colonel lindsaj) in thai special oommand, 
independent of a few regulars, was overwhelming. 
Hence resistance on the part of the Indians would 
have been madness. The Gh^kees were an intereat- 
ing people — ^the greater number Qiristians, and many 
as civilized as their neighbors of the white race. Be- 
tween the two colors intermarriages had been frequent. 
They occupied a contiguous terzitory— Wealthy moun* 
tains, valleys, and plains lying in I^orth Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, and Tennessee. Most of their lead- 
ing men had received good educations, and possessed 
much ability. Some were quite wealthy in cultivated 
farms, good houses, cattle of every kind, and negro 
eUma, Gardens and orchards were seen everywhere, 
and the women graceful, with, in many cases, added 
beauty. Of course the mixed races are here particular- 
ly alluded to. The moontaineers were still wild men, 
but little on this aide of their primordial condition* 

The North Carolinians and Tennesseans were kind- 
ly disposed toward their red brethieo. The Alabami* 
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ana much less sa The great difficultj was with the 
Georgians (more tlian half the army), between whom 
and the Oherokees there had been fends and wars for 
many generations. The reciprocal hatred of the two 
races was probably never surpassed. Almost every 
Georgian, on leaving home, as well as after arrival at 
l^ew Echota, — ^the centre of the most populous district 
of the Indian territory — ^vowed never to return with- • 
out having killed at least one Indian. This ferodous 
language was the more remarkable as the great body 
of these citizens — ^perhaps, seven in ten — ^were profes- 
am of religion. The Methodist, Baptist, and other 
ministers of the Gospel of Mercy, had been extensive- 
ly abroad among them; bat the hereditary animosity 
allnded to caused the G^rgians to f<»get, or, at least, 
to deny, that a Cherokee was a human being. It was, 
however, to that general religious feeling whieh Scott 
had witnessed in the Georgia troops, both in Florida 
and on the Chattahoochee in 1836, that he now meant 
to appeal, and on which he plaoed his hopes of avoidr 
ing murder and other atrocities. And as will be seen 
that blessed sentiment responded. 

The antobiographer arrived at the Cherokee Agency, 
a small village on the Hiawassee, within the edge of 



Digitized by Google 



320 



/Subject CarUmvsd. 



DeimaaBeey early ia May, 1838^ aod published die sab- 
joined addresses to the troops and Indians. Both were 
printed at the neighboring village, Athens, and to 
ahow Binglenefls of feeling and policy, the two papere 

were very extensively circulated together^ among all 
concenoed. 

JEaBt/rads from Gmeral OrcLers^ or the Address to the 

ThHfps. 

EMASHvausaaB, Emair Zhnsiov, i 
Ohbmsb Aoraier, Maif 1% 1888. ) 

Oonndmng the number and temper of the maas 

to be removed, together with the extent and &stnes8ea 
of the coimtry occupied, it will readily occur that sim- 
ple indiacretiona, acta of harahnflflB and -cruelty on the 
part of our troops may lead, step by step, to delays, to 
impatience, and exasperation, and, in the end, to a gen- 
ml war and carnage — a result, in the case qf^esejpiM^ 
tiaular Indiana^ vtterly abli^ommit to the ffmereus sym- 
j^hies qf the whole American people. Every possible 
bindnesa, compatible with the necessity of removal, 
must, therefore, be shown by the troops; and if, in the 
ranks, a despicable individual should be found capable 
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of inflictiiig a wanton injury or insult on any Gherokee 
man, woman, or child, it is hereby made the special 

duty of the nearest good officer or man instantly to 
interpose, and to seize and consign the guilty wretch 
to the severest penalty of the laws. The major-general 
is Mly persuaded that this injunction will not be neg- 
lected by the brave men under his command, who can- 
not be otherwise than jealons of their own honor and 
that of their country. 

^By early and persevering acts of kindness and 
humanity, it is impossible to doubt that the Indians 
may soon be induced to confide in the army, and, in- 
stead of fleeing to mountains and forests, flock to us for 
Ibod and clothing. If, however, through false appre- 
hensions, individuals, or a party here and there, should 
seek to hide themselves, tiiey must be pursued and in* 
vited to surrender, but not fired upon, unless they 
sliould make a stand to resist. Even in sucli eases, 
mild remedies may sometimes better succeed than vio- 
lence ; and it cannot be doubted, if we get possession 
of tke women and children firsst, ur fii'bt capture the 
men, that, in either case, the outstanding members of 
the same jDamilies will readily come in on the assurance 

of forgiveness and kind treatment. 
14* 
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^Every captured man, as well as all who sunendar 

themselyes, muat be disarmed, with the aaswmoe thai 
their weapons will be carefullj preserved and restored 
at, or beyond the MississippL In either case, the men 
will be guarded and escorted, except it may be where 
tlieir womeu and children are safely secared as hosta- 
ges ; but, in general, ftmilies in onr possession will not 
be separated, unless it be to send men, as nmners^ to 
invite others to come in* 

^ It may happen that Indians will be found too sick, 
in the opinion of the nearest sugeon, to be removed to 
one of the depots indicated above. In every such case, 
one or q^pre of the family or the friends of the sick 
person will be left in attendance, with ample subsist- 
ence and remedies, and the remainder of the iauuly 
removed by the troops. Infants, superaimnated per- 
sona, lunatics, and women in helpless condition, wiU 
all, in the removal, require peculiar attention, which 
the brave and humane wOl seek to adapt to the neces- 
sities of the several cases." 
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^Major-general soott, of the UmM 

States* Army J sends to the Cherokee j>eople remain- 
ing m North OaoHjlma^ Owtgia^ Tennmeey and 

Alabaitia this 

ADDBESS. 

m 

CherokeeB : — The President of the United States 
has sent me, with a powerful armj, to cause you, in 
obedioDice to the treaty of 1835, to joiiii that part of 
jour people who are akeadj established in prosperity 
on the other side of the Mississippi. Unliappilj, the 
two yean whieh were allowed for the purpose, yoa 
have suiiered to pass away without following, and with- 
out making any preparation to follow, and now, or by 
tbe time that this sotornn adAr0a8 shall reach your dis- 
tant settlementB, the emigration must be commenced in 
haste, but, I hope, without disorder. I have no power, 
by grantlDg a farther delay, to ooneet the error that 
yotL have committed. The Ml moon of May is already 
on the wane, and before another shall have passed 
away, every CSherdcee man, woman, and child, in those 
States, must be in motion to join their brethren in the 
far West 
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My fiieuda— ThiB is no sudden detenuinatioa on 
the part of the President, wliom you and I must now 
obey. By the treaty, the emigration was to ha^e been 
completed on or before the 23d of this month, and the 
President has constantly kept you warned, during the 
two years allowed, through all his officers and agents 
in this country, that the treaty would be enforced. 

^ I am come to cany out that determination. My 
troops already occupy many positions in tiie country 
that yon are to abandon, and thousands and thousanda 
are approaching from every quarter, to render resist- 
ance and escape alike hopeless. All those troops, regu- 
lar and militia, are your friends. Beceive them and 
conhde in them as such. Obey them when they tell 
you that you can remain no longer in this country. 
Soldiers are as kind-hearted as brave, and the desire of 
every one of us is to execute our painful duty in mercy. 
We are commanded hj the President to act toward you 
in that spirit, and such is also the wish of the whole 
people of America. * 

" Chiefe, head men, and warriors — Will you then, 
by resistance, compel us to rescKrt to arms? God for* 
bid I Or will you, by flight, seek to hide yourselves in 
mountains and forests, and thus oblige us to hunt you 
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down! Bemembear that, in pmBuity it may be impoesl- 

ble to avoid confiiicts. The blood of the white man, or 
£he blood of the Ted maii| maj be spilt^ and if Bpilt, 
however accidentallj, it may be impossible for the di0> 
creet and humane among you, or among ub, to prevent 
a general war and carnage. Think of this, my Oh«!0- 
kee brethren I I am an <dd warrior, a^d have been 
present at many a scene of slaughter \ but spare me, I 
beseech you, the horror of witnessing the destruction 
of the Oherokeea. 

Do not, I invite you, even wait for the dose ap- 
proach of the troops ; but make such preparations for 
emigration aa ycm can, and hasten to thia place, to 
Boss's Landing, or to Gxmter's Landing, where you 
will all be received in kindness by officers selected for 
the purpose. Yon will find food foar all, and dotbing 
for the destitute, at either of those places, and thence 
at youi' case, and in comfort, be transported to your 
newh<MnesaocK>rding to the terms of the treaty. • 

This is the address of a warrior to warriors. May 
his entreaties be kindly received, and may the God of 
both prosper the Americans and OherokeeSi and preserve 
them long in peace and friendship with each other. 

"WmriELD SCOTT." 
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326 Subject Continued. 

There was some delay in bringing in the monntain- 
eers of North Carolina ; but most of the people residing 
in Tennessee and Alabama were readily collected for 
emigration. Scott remained with the Georgians, and 
followed up his printed addresses by innumerable les- 
sons and entreaties. 

The latter troops commenced in their own State the 
collection of the Indians, with their movable effects. 
May 26. Scott looked on in painful anxiety. Food 
in abundance had been provided at the depots, and 
wagons accompanied every detachment of troops. The 
Georgians distinguished themselves by their humanity 
and tenderness. Before the first night thousands — 
men, women, and children — sick and well were brought 
in. Poor creatures I They had obstinately refused to 
prepare for the removal. Many arrived half-starved, 
but refused the food that was pressed upon them. At 
length, the children, with less pride, gave way, and 
next their parents. The Georgians were the waiters 
on the occasion — ^many of them with flowing tears. 
The autobiographer has never witnessed a scene of 
deeper pathos. 

Some cheerfulness, after awhile, began to show it- 
self, when, counting noses, one family found that a 
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child, another an aged aunt, etc., had been left 
behind. Instanllj dosens of the volimteerB asked for 
wagons, or saddle horses, with guides^ to bring in the 

mifising. 

Li a few days, without shedding a drop of blood, 
the Indians, with 4lie eseeption of small fragments, 
were collected — ^those of i^Torth Carolina, G^rgia, and 
Tennessee, at the Agency, in a camp twelve miles by 
four; well shaded, watered with perennial springs, and 
flanked by the Hiawassee. The locale was happily 
cliosen, as a most distressing drought of some four 
months— counting from about the middle of June — 
came upon the whole Southwestern country, that 
stopped any movement to the West till !N^ovember; 
for the Tennessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas BivierB 
ceased to be navigable by the beginning of July; and 
on the land route, to the Arkansas, there were many 
spaces of twenty, forty, and eyen sixty miles, without 
sufficient water for the inhabitants and their cattle. 
The other camps of emigration were also shaded and 
watered. Scott caused tlie few sick to be well att^ded 
by good physicians; all proper subjects to be vacci- 
nated ; rode through the principal camp almost daily, 
and haying placed the emigration in the hands of the 
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Cherokee authoritieB themaelvea — ^after wiimmg tbe 
oonfidence of all — was at liberty, at an early day, to 
the great benefit of the treasory, to send all the Tolunr 
teers to their respective homes, except a single com.- 
pany. A regiment of regulars, to ^eet contingencies, 
was also retained. Two others were despatdied to 
Florida and the Canada irontiers. The company of 
volunteers (Tennesseeans) were a body of respectable 
citizens, and under their jndioions commander, Captain 
Sobertson, of great yalne as apolioe force. The Chero- 
kees were receiving from Grovemment immense sums ; 
as &st as decreed by a dvil commission (then in ses- 
sion) in &e way of damages and indemnities, which 
attracted swarms of gamblers, sleight-of-hand men, 
blacklegs, and other desperadoes. The camp was kept 
cleansed of all such yermin. by the military poSce — a 
duty which, probably, would have been resisted if it 
had devolved on regular troops. 

At length, late in October rain began to &11 and 
the rivulets to flow. In a week or two, the rivers were 
again navigable. All were prepared for the exodus. 
Power had said : 

** There lies your way, due West." 
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And a whole people now responded : 

** Thfln Westwaid— ho r> 

They took their way, if not rejoicing, at least in 
comfort 

<*Some natural tears they dropt, but wiped them sooeu*' 

« 

Many of the miserieB of life they had experienced; 
bat hope — a worldly, .as well as a Christian's hope, 
cheered them on. Soott followed np the movement 
neariy to the jnnctian of the Ohio and MissiBsippi, 
where he gave his parting blessing to a people who 
. had long shared his affectionate cares. He has reason 
to believe that, on the whole, their condition has been 
improved by transportation. 

In the foregoing labor of necessity— scented, it is 
felt, in men^^ — ^the antobiogra^ifir was well supported 
by his Acting Inspector-General, Major M. M. Fayne 
(snbseqnently Oolond), who, if living (January, 1864), 
is somewhere in Yiiginia, bedridden, from a wound re- 
ceived in one of General Taylor's battles on this side 
of the Bio Grande; by Captain Eobert Anderson, 
AsBiBtant Adjutant-General, since the hero of Fort 
Sumter, and a Brig^.dier-General of the army ; by Lieu- 
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> 

tenant E. D« Keyes, Aide-de-Oamp, now Major-Genenl 

United States' Yolunteers; Lieutenant Francis Taylor^ 
of tlie Commissariat, now long deceased; Captains 
Page and Hetzd, QaartermasteiB; lieutenant H* L. 
Scott, since Aide-de-Camp and Inspector-General, then 
of the United States' 4:th Infantry, and by Major H. B. 
Shaw, Ertra Aide-de-Oamp, Tennessee Yolunteers, 
since a distinguished member of the Louisiana bar, re- 
siding in Corcordia and Natchez — besides Colonel Wil- 
liam Lindaay, 3d Artillerj, and Oolonel William S. 
Foster, 4th Intantry. Colonel L B. Crane, 1st Artil- 
lery, participated handsomely in the same service. 
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FUBLmaED BY &HELDON AND OOMFANY. 



Lientenant-General Winfield Scott's Aatol^iography. 

2 vols. 12mo. Illustrated with 2 steel-plate likenesses of the Gen- 
eral. Price, for set, $4.00. 

t^r'Notices from the Press, at the time the book was first announced: 

" There have, for some time back, been intimations that General Scott 
has been occnpied for the past two years, or Bince he retired from active 
military life, in preparin<j * Memoirs on Lis own Life and Times.' We are 
glad now to learn definitely, that the great work has been completed, and 
is already iu the hands of a publisher, and ^\'ill soon be ^nven to the public. 
Few men have, while living, aiudned so wide a popularity, and been so 
fxaHj enshrined in the hearts of all fhefar oovntrymen, without distinction 
of party, le Genend 6oott» 

** It is difBAult to ftel tint one whom we iM among n» to-daj, and whom 
we have been wont to consider one of our oontemporsiies, was zeaUy 
living, and a most prondnent actor in the early days of the repnhlio. 
General Soott was a distingoisbed and snocessful gener il (holding a major- 
general^s commi««^"on) at the early a^e of twenty-eight, while most of the 
leading men of the revolution were still in active life; and, of course, 
Scott's position as the hero of the war of 1812, threw him into intimate 
relations with these revolutionary fathers; and now, In our days of adver- 
sity, like a voice from the tombs, comes to us, transmitted through tliia 
great hero, the admonitions and example of thoee who laid the fonndationa 
cf thla great repi \)Uc, and oemeoted them with their blood. 

We are aaenred b7 those who have read the prooMieetB of tlda book, 
that it ia fflled with intereating memoriea of ttie peat, and written in a 
most piquant and attractive alyle* It cQntBina one hundred and fifty pea- 
and-ink sketches of charaoten, emhraoing nearly all onr promhient men 
from the revolution down. 

It is difficult to conceive of a more intereating book.''— il/^ York 

*' To tell the story of General Scott's life, is to descril)e nearly all that is 
glorious in our past military history. From the commencement of the war 
of 1812 to the beginning of the present rebellion, his name and fame have 
been so doaely interwoven with the condnot of mHitaiy alBdra, aa to didm 
the attention of every atndent of the nation'a annals. 

*'It would be difflcnlt to oonoeive a more intsresting or instmetive 
record. The loQg and honorable career of a veteran so conspicuous, pop* 
trayed by his own hand, wearied and resting after labors which have done 
BO much toward making the Union a prize worth the travail and bloodshed 
wliich its perpetuation is costino^ us to-day, mnst be regarded with new 
and absorbing interest by Americans. Amonp: the autobiographies left by 
men whose lives have had a national and even world-wide influence, few 
will have eclipsed the one now forthcoming in varied, and exoitiug, and 
^riiliaut incident." — New York World, 

An elegant " large paper" edition of this valuable bool^ on tinted 
paper, is now in oonrsa of preparation. 
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GEN. McOLELLM'S 

££FO£T AND CAMPAIGNS. 

THE Om COMPLETE MD ACCUMTE EDIIIOH 



BjT Special Ammgement with Qeau MoGlbulav, 

Publishers* 

33$ Broadway, N. Y 

Uaye pnbMied a 

rULL AND COMPLETE EDITION OF HIS EEPOET. 

While going through the press, this edition was corrected 
Dy Gen'l McGlbllan. It has none of the remarkable errors 
which have crept into the Government edition and all the 
other ediUoQS that have followed the Qoyemmeat edition. 

It also has the 

"CAMPAIGN IN WESTERN VIRG-INIA," * 

prepared by Geu. McClellan expressly for this edition. 

Illustrated with Ma{>Sy One volomei 8to. Price, 32^0. 

» 

12mo edition of the same, bound in doth, witl all the Maps, 
Price, 31.50. Bound in boards, $1.25. 

jphwn the Journal of Commerce 
"We regret that the Congressional edition, the Rebellion Record oditioa, 
and other cheap editionB of the report sie incomplete and inaocurate, omit- 
ting entirely some portloys wbkh preeemi tlio most fntsreBting and important 
view of the relations of Q^neral McC&eUaa to the Oahihet^ the am^ and the 
oonntry. Hie edition pubUdied by Sheldon ft Coicpany, onder Qeuml 
ICoClellaii's anthority, is aooarate.'* 

H orn ihe Post, Chicago. 
•* Sheldon & Co. have issued their edition of Gener.ol McClellan's report oa 
the Organization and Campai^s of the Array of the Potomac, to which ia 
added an account of the Campaign ia West Virginia, from the General's own 
pen. This edition is the only one which gives the nuun report in full ; im- 
portant parts of it, relating to very critieal periods in the history of the Anny 
of the Potomac, bemg ondttsd ftom Uie Oongreeaiooal edition, and, by ooii* 
sequenoe, fipom all other editions, ^vitiioat exception, which are nun reprints 
of that' TheeditioDpnUishedby ShflldonaOo., isoQOipIele^ 
and k the only oomplete and anthentie edition." 

From the Boston Post. 
••No man can feel that he iias a copy of McCleilaa's Keport^ without a 
eopy of fiiis adition." _ 
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Books Fuhlkhed 6y ShM(m db Oo. 



MARION HARLAND'S WORKS. 



XJoifbna editions of the works of this laTorite authoress are now read/. 



ALONE. 1 Tolnme. 12ino. Price $1.60. 
HIDHEN PATH. Ivoliime. l2mo. Prioe$l.$0* 

MOSS SIDE. 1 volume. 12mo. Price $1.60. 
NEMESIS. I Yolame. 12mo. Price $1.60. 

MI HI AM, 1 volume. 12mo. Price $1.60. 



HUSKS. 1 volume. 12mo. Price $160. 



Notices of "Nemesis." 



** Itis a story of surpassing excellence — its scene lai'l in the sunny South, abont half a 
eentary ago ; its characters llmQed with a master's huad ; its sketches graphic and thril- 
ling, and Its WDslttiloD Twy efltativa BiMh a irarkto ti«^4 «riClelni« aad neods ns 

"In all the characteristics of a powerful novel it will compare faTonibly with the best 
productions of a season tliak has produced some of the most successful books tliat haTS 
appeared for a long tbno.**— Cirariflr and EnfuinT. 

' Nemesis* is, by &r, fhe twit Amexlean norelpiililUhed for very many yeara— PMI* 
mMpMa Prm. 

«• It is worthy of note that the former works of this authoress hare been republiahad 
la Eogla-.d. France, and QarmaDy— fodeed, no ofhw Amoriaui feaMle writoP baa the 
boopr of a ispaUloaliini Sn the Leipzig issneB of Alphonse Durr, vbieh «mbrMea KryMil^ 
Longfeaov, BawthMiM^ and Frwoott^^A. r. Hams Journal. 

" ^■■irinn Harland, by intrinsic power of character, drawing and descriptive facility, 
hsids the public with Increasing foiotaiatloii,"— IPiliWllfl^W* fl<«tfliiaaili 
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COLLEGE AND SCHOOL TEXT-BOOKS 

BY 

EMINENT PRACTICAL TEACHERS. 



THE NORMAL MATHEMATIOAL SEBIES. 

STODDARD'S JUVENILE MENTAL ARITHMETIC. Price 22 centiL 

STODDARD'S INTELLECTUAL ARITHMETIC. Price 85 centa. 

STODDARD'S RUDIMENTS OF ARITHMETIC. Price 40 c«nta. 

BT0DDASD*8 PBACTICAL ABITHHETia PriMTOemtB. 

iSCHCnrLEB'S HIGHER ARITHMETIC. Price 90 cents. 

STODDARD & HENKLE S ELE.MENTAEY ALGEBRA. Price $1 00 

STODDARD & HENKLFS UNIVERSITY ALGEBRA. Price $1 75. 

•KEY TO STODDARD'S INTELL. AND PRAC. ARITHMETICS. Price 60 ota 

•KEY TO S. A, H.'S ELEMENTAST ALGEBRA Price $1 00. 

•KST TO 8. * H.*8 UNIYEBSITT ALGEBEA. PiIm $i 10. 



BDIUOHB' SEBIES OF GBAICHABS, Em 

IHTBOBVCTIQN TO ANALYT. AND PBAa SNGLI8H GBAMMAB. 40 eti. 

ANALYTICAL AND PRAt^TrcAL ENGLISH GRAMHAB. TOewti* 
EXERCISES IN ANAl.YSIS AND PARSING. 18 cents. 
LATIN LESSONS, by Spencer, 76 oentSi inirodactory to BoUioos* 
LATIN GRAMMAR. |1 25. 

•LATIN BEADEB. $1 Sfli, niATIN EZBBCISE& |1 8& 

CiB8AB*8 com. ti SOL GICEB0*8 OBATIONB. $i S& 8ALLXTST. $1 IS. 

♦LATIN ENGLISH DICTIONABY (witli BynonynKsV ^ 

GREEK LESSONS. 85 centfc GREEK GRAMMAR. $1 60. 

*GR£EK READER. |2 00. COOPER'S VIRGIL. $9 28. 



FRENCH AND GERMAN. 

EEETEL'S NEW METHOD OF LEARNING FRENCH. $1 50. 
PEI8SN£B'8 ELBICBMT8 OF THE GEBMAN LANGUAGE. |1 8a 



FHYSIOLOaT, LOGIO, A8TB0N0MT, ETO. 

H00KBB*8 HHITAN PHYSIOLOGr. $1 80. FIBBT BOOK. 80Miita. 
WHATELY*8 ELEM. OF LOGia $1 8a ELBM. OF BHETOBIG, $1 6a 

TUOMPSON'S LAWS OF TlIOUailT. $1 60. 

WAYLAND S INTELLECTUAL PHILOSOPHY. $1 60. 

BHOCKLKSBY'S ASTHONOMY. |l 50. *M KTEOROLOGY. $1 Oa 

♦BROCKLESbY'S WONDERS OF THE MICROSCOPE. $1 12, 

PALMER'S PBACTIOAL BOOK-KEEPING. T8oent& 

0LNEr8 8CHOOL GBOGBAPHY AND ATLAS (BerlMd). 01 Ml 

COHSTOCK'S NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 01 ^ CHEMISTBY. 01 Sa 

AIM ••▼•nil ether Text Books b^ismid Antbon, for whieli, see ear Cstslogne, 
whieh is ftitnifthed gratis. We fttrnlsh to Teachers for Examination, postpaid by 
mail, a copy of any of th - above book«i not linvinsr a * nnnexedtSthslfpriee. Tboso 
msrked with a * we send on receipt of the prices annexed. 

STTHlTiTK^y 6d OOlStCFAJTST, 
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LOED MAOAULAY'S ESSAYS. 



The pobliahera have now readj an entiroljr new and elegant editiCD of fthfl 

of the Bigfat Hod. Thoxas BABuronnr Haoaqult* 

Wifh an ^Btradnotion and Biographioal Sketch of the antiur. 

By E. P. Whipple, Esq., of Boston. 

And oontaining a New Steel Plate Likeness of Kicuulat, Aom a Pboto- 

grqih by Gaadet 

Six Yolomes Grown Octavo. 



mem PKR set: 

Oa ttattd paper, elotift Mndliic $10 00 I Bbeep binding, white papw. ftt tl 

TlMwUt*** •* «^ 8 00|lii]i£Mli;«rlitTiirke7,tlatMp9OTl8« 



Th© want of a complete, elerant, nnd noonrnt^- prlitlon of Lord Macnulav'a mtsoeU*- 
neous writlnjrs, containine all the author's latt-s corrections, ia nnlversallv acKnowled|r8<l. 
All the Atiiericnn editions heretofore puMi-hed liave been printed iroin the earlier 
£iigli»h editions, whioii were materially changed by MacaulMr before bi« death. lit* 
MPittml hlniaeirM not Mtiillad with any Anwriaa odltloii or hit wortai 



THB ADYASTAOKB OF THIS SDITIOH. 

1st. The Essays have been arran&rod in exact chronological order, so that their perusal 
affords, so tu speak, a complete bioL'rarihic:vl portrtltare of the hrlUlaot fayiorli mind, 
tio other e<liUott po oa e a e os the aame advantage. 

2d. A very fall Index has been espedallir prepared, — withont which the vast storea 
af his historical learnlogand pertinent aaeodote oontaloed la the Essaya, can be referred 
to ottly by the fbrtna^ man who poaMiaea a memory aa great aa that of Macaolay iiii&- 
■old in th i s r. »pect it la anpoiior to tho Engliah edlUoaa, and wholly unlike any otht? 
▲merioan edition. 



8d. This edition contains also the pnre text of Macaulay'a Essays. The ezact put. 
taatlon, orthography, otoi, of the Engliah odiUona have been followed. 

Tte Portrait is from a photo(;raph by Olaodet, and leppwati tiia great UMoitaa 
ho appeared in the latter yoan of hia lilo. 

fib. Tho biographioal and erltteal Introdnettna la ftom Iho well fcvown pen of Xl 
I. P Whipple, who \A fully entitled to if ank with aathority, la rogud 9$ tho moat biU* 
Uant. Easajlflt of the age 

<th. The typographical excellence of tho pnhllealtoil plaotS It amoag IW h«tt thtf 
have iauMd from the ftlToratde** Freaa. 



Ttb. An Af^ndlz contains aoTeral Easaya attriboted to Lord Maeanlay aad aafaa 
MaaaMy hit ■ not toaad la any othwr edition of hit miioollanamM writlagfc 
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LIFE OF GEOBGE WASHINGTOiN. 



By Edward Eveeistt, LL.D. 

1 ToL, 12ma 848 pages. 

With tk eUiel-plato likeneas of Mr. Everett, from celebrated buat bf 

Hknm FomoL 



Prioe^ in cloth, $1 25. i 

^Tb9 ImI link of tint goUbn ehaiii yiMnh dull hereafter, for many genemtfom, hbi 

tfjgethc the namea of George Waahington and Edward Everett, has just been fitted ioti 
Its place. The unaelflak labors of the scholar and statesman, uf whoui we are all nroud, 
■nu whose sacoesaftil devotion to the purchase of Mount Vernon haa cbalieneed toe ad* 
miration of the world, are brought to ft flfctlng wmeliuion in the coinpend or Wusbinf* 
ton's Lite. The biography is & model of ouidMiMitlon, and, by its rapid narrative and 
attractive stvU-, must coinincnd itself to Um mm of re^ulor8,a6 the etendard popokf 
Ufe of Waahini^tuu."— 0;re«^c»m/dn<;« dflks B§tt on Post. 

"It Is a nobler office to Inspire one's conrtrynien with patriotic fentiments, wltl 
warm lovo and reverence for their inslitutiun.^, than it is to take a coofpicuous part ia 
the movements of the governmental machine. Mr. Everett is rendering a signal and 
needed servioe in reoAlung attention to Waahingtoo, and teaching lu to appreciate tin 
reasons why he has been adjudged the greatest pnolle eharaeter that has app^ed li 
human history. • "4 • • • • • 

Mr. Everett is unrivaled by any man of his time in the ability to ^ve eloquent expre^- 
rien to tha sentfmant of patrloa8ai.*>— Jim an abU tdUoHal l» Ms WoM, 

^ Mr. Everett's name Is destined to be indissolubly connected with that of WashlngtoB 
— not only by his exertions in behalf of the tomb of the paier jMlrto— not only, eTei^ 

by the Just and eloqnent trilmtos ho has ptiid, in worda, to the naine and fame of tho tk&zf 
ol' Mount Vernon. Even ia England, imd among the sciiolars and historians and states- 
men of the mother country, Edward Everett has coino to be coubidered the fitt<5i 
etironioier of Washington's history, and the Attest annalist of his obaractar."— iiT. X. 

**That it will be one of the most elegant, faithful, and charming productions of tht 
digr may read^ be eonMlTed. Probably no person In the country has studied ths 
* Father of his Country' more closely than the distinguished orator of Mimtarhmnttl- 
It will unquestionably be in great demand.'' — Boston Atlas. 

It will, doubtless, as it should, find its way into every household, as the popular em> 
bodiment of Washington, and be seen alike in the costly library, surrounded by thou- 
sands of other volumes, and on the humble mantel, where, in connection with the Bibli 
and Pilgrim's ProgreWi it will form the entire stock of fiuniljr reading."— iiTeio Ywk JB»' 

*'lt is a daodecimo elegantly printed, it tells the whole story without olrcum 
tomttoa-^lscily, fully, faithfully, and ^vitb the Kimple foiM and flnener the theme re 

Jirires. It has evidently been a labor of lore. Familiar as are the incidents, they read 
ellghtfUUy in Mr. Everett's diction, and are illustrated anew by many a fresh hint and 
Ideu gathered by his long study and irreat lovo, of the subject The worli comes with 
singular propriety from his felicitous pen, as the orator whose eloquence has done so 
■laeh to reseae washlMrton's domain, nome, and sepnldire f^om desecration, and eon* 
seerate th«ra to tho nat- )n. An excellent en -raved portrait of the author, from Power'i 
hnat, and firesh material in the appendix, enhance the interest and value f*f Uii» chai dUim 
Mtloaal aonTunlr** fiT—ra TL TdafeSMMUk iha dtsMMMiaihetf AaastisL 

^^^^^^■^^^^^^^^ ^^-^^ " ^F^^^^ww ^^m^^wmw ^■W ^"^P^^^^" P^WW^V ^^^^W WW"^""VW^» '••^^"^FW^ ^■PVV^M^V WVW 
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